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Chapter
1
Trenton Parks and Recreation Department is pleased to
present the 2018-2022 Comprehensive Master Plan. This
important document serves as a guide for the department
to use when making decisions about future program and
facility planning.
The plan was developed under the guidelines set for by the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources for the development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and
Greenways Plans. The plan is divided into six sections listed
below.
• Community Description
• Administrative Structure
• Inventory of Existing Parks, Natural Areas & Recreation
Facilities
• Description of Planning and Public Input Process
• Goals & Objectives
• Action Plan

Existing Parks, Natural Areas & Recreation Facilities

This section provides the standard definitions, accepted by
the National Recreation and Park Association, for the different facility classifications, including: Regional, Community,
Neighborhood, and Mini Park; Municipal & School Facilities;
and Private & Commercial Recreational Facilities. A detailed
description and inventory of recreation resources from each
category that is available to the community is included.

Description of Planning & Public Input Process

This section outlines the planning process used by the
Department to complete the Master Plan. A review and
update of community data from the expired master plan
were completed. Public input was solicited through focus
groups and a random community survey. The results were
tabulated and the data, along with community information,
was analyzed by administrative staff and the Recreation
Commission to develop the action plan. A summary of this
input is included. The complete survey results and focus
group comments are listed in the appendix. This section also
Community Description
provides an analysis of existing facilities and service areas
This section of the plan provides a brief overview of the
compared to the recognized national standards for facilicity’s location, its rich history, physical characteristics and
population demographics and trends. This information pro- ties and open space set forth by the National Recreation
and Park Association. Recreation deficiencies, based upon
vides important data that was used to help determine the
future needs of a changing population. Statistics show that national standards, administrative staff review and public
Trenton’s population has decreased 6% since 2000. Accord- input, are included.
ing to SEMCOG future projections, the city’s senior popula- Strategic Plan, Goals & Objectives
tion (ages 65 & older) is forecasted to increase to 35.8% of
This section summarizes the Parks and Recreation stratethe total population by the year 2040. It is important to
gic plan, which outlines the mission, goals and strategies
recognize these trends and their impact on future planning that have been set to positively effect the vision of “Creatdecisions.
ing Community through People, Parks and Programs.” Key

trends effecting the community have been identified and
This section outlines the governing structure of the City and must be at the forefront of the decision making process.
the Parks and Recreation Department. An organizational
Action Plan
chart maps out the department’s staff organization, which
Action items were identified through the review of the status
is supplemented by a narrative description. The important of the 2013 Master Plan Capital Improvement Program,
role of the Recreation Advisory Commission is also summa- evaluation of focus group and survey results and the input
rized along with partner agencies and volunteers. This sec- of Administrative Staff and the Recreation Advisory Commistion also describes current and potential funding sources
sion. Care was taken to ensure that each of the action items
and provides budgetary information for the past 2 years.
identified positively effected a department goal.

Administrative Structure

5

6

Chapter
2
Location

Census 2010 Map Book
City of Trenton

The City of Trenton is located in Southeastern
Wayne County, 20 miles South of Detroit, 15
miles North of Monroe. Its boundaries include
the Detroit River on the East, the City of Riverview on the North, the City of Woodhaven
on the West and the City of Gibraltar on the
South. The City of Trenton traditionally has
been a stable community and one of the most
desirable communities within the downriver
area. It’s close proximity to the City of Detroit
provides convenient access to the urban center
full of culture and diversity for residents and
corporations as well.
Residents have benefited from living in a community with a quality public school system and
a municipal government that is dedicated to
providing a high level of community services.

The City of Trenton operates under a mayorcouncil-administrator system of local government. It is served by a full-time fire department
and has a class 4 fire insurance classification.
Police protection is provided with a full-time
police force, which helps to achieve one of the
lowest crime rates in the area. The Department
of Public Service provides municipal rubbish
service and many other services required by the
City. The City also operates its own wastewater
treatment plant.
Educational resources within the community
include two elementary schools, one middle
school and one high school, which are operated
by the Trenton Public School System. There
is also one parochial elementary school that
operates within the community. A number
of pre-school/day care facilities provide early
childhood development programs for Trenton
children.

Sources: Esri, DeLorme, NAVTEQ, TomTom, Intermap, AND, USGS, NRCAN, Kadaster NL, IGN, and the G
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History
Long ago, before there was a Trenton, our land was covered with a beautiful hardwood forest where the Potawatomi Indians lived in a village called Monguagon. After
the War of 1812, many governments as well as private
concerns became interested in the lands bordered by the
Detroit River.

porated. However, two years to the day later, the Act of
Incorporation was repealed. Twenty-two years later, on
April 22, 1875, the Village was reincorporated with the
limits being described as: "Commencing at the extreme
north end of Slocum's Island on the Detroit River and

In 1816, Abraham Truax, a surveyor, came into this area
and acquired a government grant to a large holding of
land along the Detroit River where he built a little cabin.
A harbor was established at the shoreline to accommodate river commerce. This began Trenton's Heritage as an
industrial community. By 1829, navigation up and down
the Detroit River had a snug port in Trenton.

running west to the line of the Detroit, Toledo & Canada Southern Railroads; thence northerly along the east
line of said railroads to the center of George Street as
extended, and thence east along the center of George
Street to the Detroit River."

In 1834, A. C. Truax laid out the plat for a village that was
called Truax’s Town and later morphed into Truaxton.
The Village of Truaxton (later to be known as Trenton)
was in the heart of the finest forest of heavy oak timber
in all of Michigan. Here the early pioneers, many coming from New York State, farmed, built ships, lumbered
and worked to found a stable community. The Town's
name was changed to Truago, a conjunction of Truax and
Manguago, This was done to honor both the founder of
Trenton and a nearby Native American Chief.
In 1850, the village was again platted and, wiser hand
prevailing was called the Village of Trenton, in honor of
a Slocum ancestor who fought in or supported the Battle
of Trenton under General Sullivan during the American Revolution. The name honor’s him along with the
symbol the Battle of Trenton provided in turning tide and
provindg a new start.
On February 10, 1855, the Village of Trenton was incor-
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The river has played a very important part in the history
of the community. This has been a bustling river town
in the best sense of the expression, with a number of
shipyards, which for years, made use of the large stand
of oak nearby, which also made lumbering an important
industry. As an important ship building point on the
Detroit River, many significant vessels were constructed
here.

During the period between 1852 and 1862 railroad lines
also moved into Trenton. In its time, the Village of Trenton was the home of a thriving railroad center. Lumbering
businesses, factories, even customhouses, were located
here and the Village grew slowly, but soundly, gradually
evolving into an industrial community.
In 1957, the Village of Trenton slipped into history as a
new charter was drawn up and with its acceptance; Trenton was incorporated as a City.

Physical Characteristics
Environmental Features

Existing Land Use Characteristics

Flood hazard boundary maps designate areas along the
Frank & Poet drain and along the Detroit River as areas
within the 100-year flood plain boundaries.

The second largest land use category in Trenton is industrial
land use. Industrial land use occupies 1,026 acres of land in
the City that is only 149 fewer acres than all land in the city
occupied by residential land use.

The topography of Trenton is generally flat throughout
the community. Trenton sits at 580 feet above sea level.
Trenton's water resources include the Frank & Poet
Drain, which runs north to south through the center
of the community within a linear park and the Trenton
Channel of the Detroit River, which forms the eastern
boundary of the community.

Climate

Climatic conditions are typical of most southeastern
Michigan communities. The community receives approximately 32 inches of annual precipitation. Yearly
temperatures average 73 degrees in the summer and 26
degrees in the winter. The average annual temperature
is 48.5 degrees. The climate is suitable for a variety
of outdoor recreational activities. Among them are
swimming, hiking, boating, horseback riding, tobogganing and sledding, ice skating, ice fishing, cross country
skiing and other similar activities.

Residential land use is the largest single land use category
within the City of Trenton. This is not uncommon in a suburban area within a major metropolitan area. What is somewhat less common, however, is the fact that at 1,177 acres,
the residential land use category is only nominally larger than
the second largest land use in the City.

Land oriented to commercial use occupies 140 acres of land,
which is just fewer than four percent of the developed land
in the City. Of interest is the fact that a sizable portion of the
commercial acres in Trenton is occupied by office uses.
As noted, industrial land use consumes a comparatively large
portion of the developed land area in the City. It is the second
largest land use category in Trenton. To those familiar with
Trenton's industrial base, the number of acres in this land use
category should come as no surprise. It should also be kept
in mind that a sizable portion of land in the City categorized
as heavy or general industry includes a large mineral mining
operation at the southeast corner of Fort Street and Sibley
Road. Some of this land use category is also occupied by large
electrical substations, as well as, a large fossil fuel electricity
generating plant and its extensive ancillary facilities.
Much of the land devoted to public and quasi-public use is
composed of a lineal park through the center of the community. Acres devoted to public use in Trenton also include a
number of smaller City parks, Elizabeth Park, which is a 162acre park operated by the Wayne County Park System, and six
large public school sites.

SEMCOG 2008 Land Use
Agricultural
Single-family residential
Multiple-family residential
Commercial

0

0.0%

1,479

31.2%

32

0.7%

340

7.2%

Industrial

506

10.7%

Governmental/Institutional

250

5.3%

Park, recreation, and open space

302

5.4%

0

0.0%

1,812

38.2%

25

0.5%

4,746

100.0%

Airport
Transportation, Communication, and Utility
Water
Source: www.city-data.com/city/Trenton-Michigan.html

Acres Percent

Total Acres
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Physical Characteristics
Transportation
Roads
Miles of public road (including boundary roads): 87
Two major north-south thoroughfares and five major eastwest thoroughfares serve Trenton. Fort Street, West Road
and Sibley Road are the only thoroughfares interchanging
with the I-75 Freeway. The remaining major thoroughfares
do not provide expressway access but do provide access
into the surrounding areas. Each of the seven major thoroughfares is briefly discussed below.
Sibley Road - The majority of Sibley Road is located within
the City of Riverview. This road had direct access to the
I-75 and I-275 Freeways. It is a two-way, two lane highway
which borders the City's industrial district on the north.
King Road - King Road is a two-way, two-lane thoroughfare,
which presently serves as the northern border of the City
from Fort Street to the western City limits. It also passes
through the center of the northern industrial area.
West Road - This major thoroughfare is the most important
east-west road in the community. It has interchange facilities with the I-75 Freeway and serves as the major connector to the downtown area and with the balance of the
community and surrounding territory.
Road Conditions

Van Horn - This major thoroughfare provides access
through the central portion of the southern industrial
area, and also, to the Grosse Ile area.
Vreeland - This road is a two-way, two-lane highway,
which serves to define the southern City boundary.
Fort Street - This thoroughfare is one of the most important streets in the community. It provides direct and convenient access to a number of cities to the north in the
downriver area, and to the I-75 Freeway about two miles
south of the city. Fort Street borders the western edge of
the entire industrial complex within the city and serves
as a buffer for the residential area of the City to the west.
It is a four-lane highway with a median strip in a right-ofway, which approaches freeway standards.
West Jefferson Avenue - This Avenue parallels the Detroit
River and was, at one time, a major connecting link from
Detroit to downriver communities. Many of the problems that have reduced the effectiveness of other major
highways elsewhere also prevail on West Jefferson. This
avenue is a major north-south traffic carrier at present.
Additional industrial development as it occurs, will place
an added traffic burden on the street.
Railroads
The Penn Central and the Detroit, Toledo and Ironton
Railroad provide rail access. The railroads carry cargo and
freight and do not serve as passenger rail lines.
Airports/Ports
The City of Trenton is located approximately eight miles
from the Detroit Metropolitan Airport and twelve miles
from the port of Detroit.

Source: SEMCOG

Vehicles Available
Occupied housing units
No vehicles available
1 vehicle available
2 vehicles available
3 or more vehicles available
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7,733
407
3,207
2,638
1,481

7,733
5.3%
41.5%
34.1%
19.2%

Public/Private Transportation
The Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation serves the community with a number of bus routes.
Among the major roads with SMART lines are West Road,
West Jefferson, Fort Street, Van Horn and Sibley. In 2007,
the Parks and Recreation Department established a very
successful and affordable taxi shuttle service for Trenton
residents 60 years of age or older. Senior Citizens are
required to register in advance to partake in this service.
The service area includes Trenton and neighboring communities bounded by Vreeland to the South, Northline
to the North, Telegraph to the West and West Jefferson
to the East. The program is subsidized by SMART dollars.
The community is also served by taxicab service from a
private company.

Demographics

Demographics
Household Types
Census 2010

Trends and Projections

Preliminary population counts from the 2010 census listed
Trenton's current population at 18,906. This is a decline
from a 2000 population of 19,584. This decline is in keeping with the greater Wayne County area (excluding Detroit),
which is reflected in the 2000 census data. Projections
Census
Census
Pct Change
indicate
a continued
increase
in the
senior population and
Household Types
2000
2010
2000-2010
With seniors 65+
2,669 and children
2,685
0.6%
decline
in young adult
population.
Without seniors

5,468

5,303

-3.0%

3,234
1,151

3,186
1,305

-1.5%
13.4%

Age Structure
Two or more persons
without children
Live alone, 65+
Live alone, under 65
With children

City of Trenton - Total Population
1990
2000
2010
20,586
19,584
18,906
Male
Female

8,855
10,051

(46.8%)
(53.2%)

The types and location
facilities
and programs will depend, in part, upon the age structure of the population.
1,175 of recreation
1,272
8.3%
2,577
2,225
-13.7%
The
following
table
breaks
down
the
various
age
groups using data from the 2010 census and forecasted projections from
Total Households
8,137
7,988
-1.8%
SEMCOG.
Population Change by Age, 2000-2010

Age
Group

Census
2000

Census
2010

Change
2000-2010

85+

308

548

240

80-84

473

730

257

Forecasted Population by Age,
2010-2040

Age
Group

Census
2010

SEMCOG
2040

Change
2010-2040

75-79

849

812

-37

75+

2,090

2,812

70-74

1,157

783

-374

65-74

1,642

2,255

613

65-69

1,050

859

-191

60-64

1,110

996

-114

60-64

937

1,110

173

55-59

993

1,405

412

35-59

6,825

6,092

-733

50-54

1,298

1,627

329

25-34

1,735

1,858

123

45-49

1,526

1,562

36

18-24

1,439

1,266

-173

40-44

1,719

1,228

-491

5-17

3,166

2,544

-622

35-39

1,528

1,003

-525

30-34

1,120

866

-254

846

824

-22

25-29

890

869

-21

18,853

18,647

-206

20-24

792

1,007

215

15-19

1,214

1,254

40

10-14

1,443

1,238

-205

5-9

1,229

1,106

-123

Under 5
Total
Median Age

846

-212

19,584

1,058

18,853

-731

41.5

45.0

3.5

Under 5

Senior and
Youth Population

722

Census
2000

Census
2010

Pct Change
2000-2010

SEMCOG
2040

Pct Change
2010-2040

3,837
4,559
3,501
1,058

3,732
4,012
3,166
846

-2.7%
-12.0%
-9.6%
-1.1%

5,067
3,368
2,544
824

35.8%
-16.1%
-19.6%
-2.6%

65 and over
Under 18
5 to 17
Under 5

Note: Population by age changes over time because of the aging of people into older age groups, the movement of
people, and the occurrence of births and deaths.

The largest age category, representing 46.7% of the population in Trenton, contains those between the ages of 25 and
59. Children under the age of 18 represent 20.7% of the population, a 2% decrease from 2000. Current trends seemPercentage
to
Point Chg
Hispanic Origin
Census 2000
Census 2010
2000-2010
indicate that our pre-school and elementary school populationRace
willanddecrease
and that our
senior population
continues
to
Non-Hispanic
19,194
98.0%
18,255
96.8%
-1.2%
increase.
White
18,688
95.4%
17,549
93.1%
-2.3%
Black

73

0.4%

251

1.3%

1.0%

Asian
150
0.8%is consistent
133
0.7%
The senior citizen
population, ages 65 and older, represents
20%Multi-Racial
of our current population.
This
with the -0.1%
Page 2 of 13 - SEMCOG Community Profiles
http://www.semcog.org/Data/Apps/comprof/profile.cfm?cpid=1190
Created on: 12/18/2012
200
1.0%
223
1.2%
0.2%
Other
83 in size
0.4% as the "Baby
99
0.5%
2000 census and a 6% increase from 1990. This age group is expected
to continue to grow
Boom" 0.1%
Hispanic
390
2.0%
598
3.2%
1.2%
generation matures and improvements in medical technology Total
help
people live longer. 19,584
According
projections,
Population
100.0%to SEMCOG
18,853
100.0%
0.0%
the senior population is expected to increase by 35.8% by the year 2040.

Population Forecast - SEMCOG
Highest Level of Education*
Graduate / Professional Degree

5-Yr ACS
2010

Percentage
Point Chg
2000-2010

8.3%

0.4%

Bachelor's Degree

14.8%

2.8%

Associate Degree

9.2%

1.7%

Some College, No Degree

23.8%

-1.8%

High School Graduate

33.2%

-0.1%

Did Not Graduate High School

10.7%

-2.9%

* Population age 25 and over

Source Data
SEMCOG - Detailed Data
Michigan Department of Community Health - Vital Statistics
U.S. Census Bureau - American FactFinder
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Demographics
Racial and Ethnic Composition
The racial and ethnic composition in the
City of Trenton is predominantly white with
93.1% of the population falling under this
classification. Table 3 lists the race and ethnic breakdown for the entire community.

Race & Hispanic Origin Census 2000
19,194

98.0%

18,255

Point Chg
2000-2010
96.8%
-1.2%

White

18,688

95.4%

17,549

93.1%

-2.3%

Black

73

0.4%

251

1.3%

1.0%

Asian

150

0.8%

133

0.7%

-0.1%

Multi-Racial

200

1.0%

223

1.2%

0.2%

Other

83

0.4%

99

0.5%

0.1%

Hispanic

390

2.0%

598

3.2%

1.2%

19,584

100%

18,853

100%

0.0%

Non-Hispanic

Total Population

http://www.city-data.com/city/Trenton-Michigan.html

Census 2010

Education

The level of educational attainment in Trenton is higher than that for Wayne County as a whole. Of the community's
adult population (25 years and older) 89.3% are high school graduates and 32.3% have acquired an associate's degree
or higher. In contrast, 83.2% of Wayne County's adult population are high school graduates and 27.10% have obtained an associates degree or higher.
Highest Level of Education
Population age 25 & older
Graduate/Professional Degree
Bachelor’s Degree
Associate Degree
Some College, No Degree
High School Graduate
Did Not Graduate High School

5 yr ACS 2010

Trenton Public Schools Points of Pride

8.3%
14.8%
9.2%
23.8%
33.2%
10.7%

Percentage Point Chg.
2000-2010
0.4%
2.8%
1.7%
-1.8%
-0.1%
-2.9%

Michigan State Standards
A K-12 curriculum that is aligned to the Michigan State Standards.
Top 10
Standardized test scores that place Trenton in the top 10 school district in Wayne County.
Highly Qualified
All certified staff are highly qualified for the position that they are assigned.
Enrichment and Opportunity
Trenton Public Schools offers specialty classes (Music, Art, and Physical Education) at each grade level.
Extra Curricular Activities
Numerous extra-curricular activities including the most sports offerings than any Downriver school district.
District Accreditation
The Trenton Public Schools was awarded Full District Accreditation in June, 2011 by AdvancED (the national version of
North Central Association of Colleges and Schools) by undergoing a rigorous Quality Assurance Review.

https://www.trentonschools.com/Page/99
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Demographics
Employment and Income

Median household income in 2010 dollars from the 2010 census is $54,841, a 15.5% decrease from the 2000 census. Per capita median income is $28,378, a 14.3% decrease from 2000. Major employers that employ 200 or more
employees within the community include the Chrysler Engine Plant, DTE Energy, Oakwood Southshore Medical
Center, Fritz Enterprise and Eastman Chemical (formerly Solutia.)

Job Forecast - SEMCOG

Forecasted Jobs by Industry

SEMCOG 2010

Natural Resources, Mining, and Construction
Manufacturing
Wholesale Trade, Transportation, Warehousing, & Utilities
Retail Trade
Knowledge-based Services
Services to Households & Firms
Private Eduation & Healthcare
Leisure & Hospitality
Government
Total

SEMCOG 2040 Change 2010-2040

503
1,449
330
278
519
583
2,242
509
695
7,408

521
C
C
196
533
633
3,149
714
716
7,918

18
C
C
-52
14
50
907
-95
21
510

Note: "C" indicates data blocked due to confidentiality concerns of ES-202 files.

According to the 2010 census, approximately 8.4% of the people living in Trenton are living below the poverty
level. This is a 3.3% increase from 2000. County wide 16% of people are living below the poverty level.
There are small geographic areas where individuals have qualified for Community Development Block Grant
funds. There are some census blocks, within the community that qualify as low to moderate income.
The highest concentration of individuals living below the poverty level is persons under 5 years of age.
Income
Median Household Income (in 2010 dollars)
Per Capita Income (in 2010 dollars)
Poverty
Persons in Poverty
Households in Poverty

5-yr ACS 2010 Change 2000-2010

$54,841
$28,378

Census 2000

980
437

$-10,034
$-4,720

5-yr ACS 2010

5.1%
5.4%

1,558
668

Percent Change 2000-2010

-15.5%
-14.3%
Percent Change 2000-2010

8.4%
8.7%

3.3%
3.4%
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Demographics
Housing Characteristics

Over 69% of Trenton’s housing market was developed from 1950 - 1970. Approximately 19% of all housing units
in the City are renter occupied. Many of these are in homes or duplexes located in the older section of the community surrounding the Downtown area adjacent to the Detroit River. Since the recession of 2007, like most communities in Michigan, Trenton has seen a substantial increase in foreclosed properties and subsequent decrease
in property values every year since. Because of the heavy reliance on the automobile industry and manufacturing
jobs, Michigan’s economy has lagged behind in recovering. This has had a tremendous impact on the city budget,
of which 70.38% of revenue for the 2013 budget is realized through property tax. Fortunately, projections for
2013 show stabilization in property values.
Housing Type
Census 2000 5 yr ACS 2010 Change 2000-2012 New Units Permitted 2010-2012
Single Family Detached
5,968
5,769
-199
2
Duplex
175
57
-109
0
Townhouse/Attached Condo
517
794
277
3
Multi-Unit Apartment
1,524
1,533
109
0
Mobile Home/Manufactured Housing
160
95
-65
0
Other
0
0
0
Total
8,345
8,358
13
5
Units Demolished
-9
Net (Total Permitted Units-Units Demolished)
-4
Housing Tenure
Owner Occupied
Renter Occupied
Vacant
Seasonal/migrant
Other vacant units
Total Housing Units
Housing Value (2010 dollars)
Median housing value
Median gross rent
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Census 2000 Census 2010 Change 2000-2010
6,581
6,317
-264
1,556
208
44
164
8,345

1,671
551
60
491
8,539

115
343
16
327
194

5yr ACS 2010 Change 2000-2010 Percent Chg 2000-2010
$156,600
$-19,281
-11.0%
$673

$11

1.5%

Chapter
3
Administrative Organization

The Mayor and six Council persons are nominated
and elected by the electors of the city for a four-year
term. The Council has staggered terms so only one
side of the Council is elected in the odd year City
Elections. The Mayor is the executive head of the
city. The Council constitutes the legislative body of
the city and has the power and authority unless otherwise provided, to adopt laws, ordinances, resolutions. One of the Council persons, who received the
highest number of votes cast at the time of his or
her election to office, serves as the Mayor Pro Tem
in the last two years of his or her term. The Mayor
Pro-Tem performs the duties of the Mayor during
the period of absence or disability.
The Trenton Parks and Recreation Department plans
and administers a year-round recreation program for
the benefit of all residents within the City of Trenton.
The Director of Parks and Recreation is appointed by
the mayor on the basis of his or her training, education and experience in physical education and public
recreation activities and shall be a full-time administrative officer. The director is accountable and
responsible to the Mayor for the performance of his
or her duties.
The responsibility for recreation programming in
Trenton rests with the Director of the Parks and Recreation Department. In addition to recreation and
leisure activities, this department is responsible for
the operation and scheduling of recreation facilities,
community service programs and special events.

The full-time administrative staff includes the Director,
Business Operations Manager, Program Coordinator,
Facilities Operations Coordinator, Senior Coordinator and
one full-time clerical staff. Within the department there
are over 100 paid employees that are involved in parks
and recreation operations and programming on a part
time or seasonal basis throughout the year.
A Recreation Commission has been established by ordinance #345 to act as an advisory body to the Parks and
Recreation Department and the City Council on matters
related to the operation and maintenance of park facilities, activities and programs. The Commission consists
of nine members appointed by the Mayor. All meetings
are open to the public with notice posted beforehand
at the Trenton City Hall. (See appendix, pages 82-84 for
ordinance and Commission bylaws.)
Volunteers and Associated Agencies: As with any Recreation Department, a good many programs and events
could not take place without the help of volunteers
and associations. Hundreds of volunteers assist the
Recreation Department provide many activities for the
community. The Parks and Recreation Department also
partners with a number of community organizations and
agencies such as youth sport associations, community
service organizations, school groups, non-profit agencies
and area businesses to provide enhanced programs and
services. As well, community-based coalitions, such as
Healthy Trenton, have become an active and important
component in the day-to-day operation of the Department.

The responsibility of maintenance operations for
Parks and Recreation related services was moved to
the Department of Public Service in 2010.
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Senior Coordinator

Funding Sources
Current Funding Sources
1. General Fund
Funding for the operation of the Parks and Recreation
Department comes from the City of Trenton's General Fund. General Fund Revenues are derived from
property taxes, state-shared revenues, federal grants,
license and permit fees, charges for services, interest
on investments and court fines or forfeitures. Recreation program user fees are channeled through the
general fund.
2. Revenue Bonds
Revenue Bonds are issued for construction of public
projects that generate revenues. The bonds are then
retired using income generated by the project. For example, revenue bonds could be issued for construction
of a concession and restroom facility at a community
park.
3. Community Development Block Grant Funds
Patron enjoying Kennedy Aquatic Center

In the City of Trenton, the Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for programs, activities, special
events and daily operations of the Kennedy Recreation
Center, Outdoor Aquatic Center, Westfield Activities
Center, Cultural Center and most recently per an Intergovermental Agreement with Wayne County, the Elizabeth Park Marina. The responsibility of maintenance
operations for Parks and Recreation related services was
moved to the Department of Public Service in 2010.
The Trenton Parks and Recreation Department operates with a combined annual budget of approximately
$4,558,000 in 2017/18. The budget is broken down
into 4 separate budgets including: Recreation, Kennedy Recreation Center, Kennedy Outdoor Aquatic
Center and the Elizabeth Park Marina. The Parks and
Recreation Department is funded through general fund
monies offset by user fees. The Kennedy Recreation
Center Complex was expanded through revenue bonds.
The operation of this facility is funded through a general
fund subsidy through the recreation budget, user fees
and profit centers at the facility including concessions,
advertisement sponsorships and lease agreements.

Funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development and administered by Wayne County, the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program includes: preserving low- and moderate-income
neighborhoods, offering a range of housing choices,
constructing urban infrastructure, improving the appearance of urban and rural communities, increasing
the quality of neighborhood-based living, and decreasing negative environmental impacts.
4. User Fees
Fees can be charged by the community to the users
of specific recreation facilities or for enrollment in
recreation programs. User fees can provide substantial support for park facilities. Communities in southeast Michigan have established user fees for years for
access to public swimming pools, tennis courts, picnic
areas, wave pools, use of lighted athletic facilities and
for the use of indoor facilities as well as programs.
User fees are determined through a cost recovery
analysis.
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Funding Sources
Potential Funding Sources
There are several existing or potential funding sources available for parks and recreation facility improvements. In addition to the General fund, other sources of funding for parks
and recreation are a dedicated millage, user fees, revenue
bonds, donation of land and/or easements, and contractual
agreements involving privatization. Following is a brief description of other sources of funding, which the community
may consider:

1. Millage

A property tax millage could also be used to finance specific parks and recreation projects or for the operation of
recreation facilities. A dedicated millage has gained favor
in many communities because voters are increasingly wary
of approving millage increases for non-specified purposes.
Approval by voters is required before a millage can be assessed. A millage is subject to periodic renewal by a vote
of the people.

2. General Obligation Bonds

General Obligation bonds are issued for specific community projects and may not be used for other purposes. These
bonds are usually paid off with property tax revenues.

3. Special Assessment Bonds

Special Assessment Bonds are issued to pay for projects
that benefit a particular segment of the population. For
example, recreation improvements that benefit a defined
subdivision or neighborhood could be financed using
special assessment bonds, in which case the residents who
receive the benefit would be assessed.

4. Michigan DNR Grants

Following is a summary of the two viable recreation grant
programs now available through the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources (MDNR) for communities that have
an up-to-date recreation plan:

a. Land & Water Conservation Fund

b. Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund

Eligible projects include acquisition of land or
rights in land for recreation uses or for protection of the land because of its environmental
importance or scenic beauty, including additions
to existing parks, forestlands or wildlife areas. Development of public outdoor recreation facilities
is eligible (such as picnic areas, beaches, boating
access, fishing and hunting facilities, winter sports
areas, playgrounds, ball fields, tennis courts and
trails). Funds are provided through sale of oil and
mineral leases on State land. Local contributions
equal to at least 25 percent of the project cost
are required. There is no minimum or maximum
amount for acquisition projects, the minimum allowable grant for development is $15,000 and the
maximum is $500,000.

c. Recreation Passport Grant Program
PA 32 of 2010 created the Local Public Recreation
Facilities Fund to be used for the development of
public recreation facilities for local units of government. Money for this fund is derived from the
sale of the Recreation Passport which replaces
the resident Motor Vehicle Permit (MVP) — or
window sticker — for state park entrance. The
passport will be required for entry to state parks,
recreation areas and boating access sites. The first
$12,730,000.00 will be distributed to replace lost
revenue from the elimination of the motor vehicle
permit and boating access site permits, as well as
to pay for administration by the Secretary of State.
Ten percent of remaining revenue will be used to
fund the Recreation Passport local grant program.
The grant program may only be used for local
development projects. The program is focused on
renovating and improving existing parks, but the
development of new parks is eligible. Minimum
Grant Request is $7,500, Maximum Grant Request
is $45,000.

Eligible projects include community recreation and
trail way improvements. These are grants of $10,000
- $250,000 to local units of governments for development of facilities such as ballfields, tennis courts,
playgrounds, trails and picnic areas; and including
5. Create a Regional Recreation Authority
support facilities; renovation of existing facilities and
The City may wish to pursue an agreement with surretrofitting of existing facilities to make them accesrounding communities to create a broader funding
sible to persons with disabilities. Funds are provided
base. Creation of a regional authority could assist in
through Federal appropriations. Grant match basis is
this goal.
50% MDNR, 50% local.
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Potential Funding Sources Continued
6. Community Development Block Grant

Revenues obtained through the Federal Community Development Block Grant (CBDG) program
can be used for a variety of community improvement projects, including development of recreation facilities or land acquisition for new parks
or athletic fields in low and moderate income
neighborhoods that qualify under the program.

7. Donations-Sponsorships-Partnerships

Businesses, corporations, private clubs and community organizations will often contribute to parks
and recreation programs and services to benefit
the community. Private sector contributions may
be in the form of monetary contributions, the donation of land, the provision of volunteer services
or the contribution of equipment or facilities.

8. Foundations

A foundation is a special non-profit legal entity
that is established as a mechanism through which
land, cash and securities can be donated for the
benefit of parks and recreation services. The
assets are disbursed by the foundation Board
of Directors according to a predetermined plan.
Funding for recreation facilities through foundations is very limited.

9. Lease or Contractual Agreements

The community may increase the availability of
recreation facilities to its residents by leasing sites
and facilities from other recreation providers.
For example, the City could contract with private
entrepreneurs to provide services at communityowned park facilities, such as recreation programming, food service or facility maintenance.
Privatization of services can increase recreation
opportunities available to residents while minimizing administrative costs.

10.Public Use Conveyances

Administered by the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, this program provides state
lands acquired through delinquent taxes for local
government units for public use. Acceptable uses
of land acquired under this program include development of local parks.

Drone photo of the Trenton Summer Festival
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2017-2018 City Budget
General Fund Revenues
Budget Year 2018

Miscellaneous, $105,000 ,
0.54%
District Court, $425,000 ,
2.19%

Transfer from other Funds,
$190,186 , 0.98%
Budget Stabilization,
$38,746 , 0.20%

Permits and Services for
Fees, $1,872,231 , 9.63%
Tax Fees & Penalties,
Interest, $527,400 , 2.71%
State Shared Revenues &
LSCA, $2,682,595 ,
13.80%

Police & Fire Services,
$770,000 , 3.96%

Property Taxes,
$12,827,635 , 65.99%

Total Revenues $19,438,793

General Fund Expenditures
Budget Year 2018

Emergency Management,
$24,728 , 0.13%
Outdoor Pool, $336,093 ,
1.73%
Elizabeth Park Marina,
$107,783 , 0.55%
Parks and Recreation,
$489,067 , 2.52%

Building & Engineering,
$639,449 , 3.29%
Boards and Commissions,
$69,198 , 0.36%
Miscellaneous Accounts,
$340,150 , 1.75%

Facilities, $829,813 , 4.27%

Police Department,
$4,719,868 , 24.28%

Elected Officials and
Administration, $2,052,362 ,
10.56%

Retiree Benefits, $3,182,367
, 16.37%

Fire Department, $3,801,062
, 19.55%
Department of Public
Service, $2,846,853 ,
14.65%

Total Expenditures $19,438,793
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2018-2019 City Budget
General Fund Revenues
Budget Year 2019
Miscellaneous, $115,000 ,
0.54%
District Court, $400,000 ,
1.87%

Transfer from other Funds,
$199,800 , 0.93%
Budget Stabilization,
$1,233,750 , 5.76%

Permits and Services for Fees,
$2,015,643 , 9.41%
Tax Fees & Penalties,
Interest, $450,000 , 2.10%
State Shared Revenues &
LSCA, $3,270,334 , 15.27%

Police & Fire Services,
$663,000 , 3.10%

Property Taxes, $13,065,579
, 61.02%

Total Revenues $21,413,106

General Fund Expenditures
Budget Year 2019

Emergency Management,
24,456 , 0.11%
Outdoor Pool, 346,771 ,
1.62%
Elizabeth Park Marina,
111,190 , 0.52%

Building & Engineering,
658,874 , 3.08%
Boards and Commissions,
64,155 , 0.30%
Miscellaneous Accounts,
523,414 , 2.44%

Parks and Recreation,
678,872 , 3.17%
Parks & Facilities, 1,085,691
, 5.07%

Police Department,
4,771,570 , 22.28%

Elected Officials and
Administration, 2,190,138 ,
10.23%

Retiree Benefits, 4,322,711 ,
20.19%

Fire Department, 3,861,634 ,
18.03%
Department of Public
Service, 2,773,630 , 12.95%

Total Expenditures $21,413,106
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Chapter
4
Inventory of Recreation Facilities
Facility Classification

Community Park - While a community park usually

Sharrow Bicycle Lane along Harrison Street.

Recreation Department staff conducted an inventory
of existing local and regional recreation facilities. The
regional inventory consisted of a review and compilation of regional park facilities, brochures and maps.
The physical inventory of local facilities consisted of
site inspections to all City and school district recreation
sites. For the purpose of this document, the following
is a definition of the different types of facility classifications.
Regional Park – Regional parks provide facilities
and natural features on a larger scale, drawing users
Trenton and surrounding communities. These types
of parks, found both inside and outside the corporate
city limits of Trenton, are not operated by the City of
Trenton. Examples of what may be expected to be
found in a regional park are campgrounds, natural features, picnic facilities, hiking, trails, nature study, golf,
swimming, boating, and fishing, as well as, playground
activities and sporting facilities.

incorporates some of the facilities typical of neighborhood parks and playgrounds, its major purpose is to
provide developed facilities to be used by large numbers of people of all ages. Examples of the types of opportunities available at a community park are picnicking, ballfields, fishing, hiking and biking, playfields.
Neighborhood Park - The neighborhood park provides recreational opportunities for residents within
close proximity to the park. Typically, this type of park
is oriented toward the recreational needs of children, 5
to 12 years old, but also provides limited recreation for
young people and adults.
Mini Park – Mini Parks, commonly called tot lots, are
small areas intended for children of pre-school through
elementary school age. The tot lot includes age appropriate play equipment, including swings, playscape,
spring toys and benches for adults acting in a supervised capacity.
Municipal Facility - This category includes buildings
owned and maintained by the City of Trenton that provide specific recreational functions and services for the
community. Many of these facilities are located within
a park setting.
School Facility - The City of Trenton has a very good
working relationship with the Trenton Public School
District, whereby the Parks and Recreation Department
is able to utilize school facilities for recreation programs
for the community.

Private & Commercial Recreational Facilities -

These are facilities that provide recreational opportunities for Trenton residents that are privately owned
or managed. Many of these facilities require a paid
membership to participate.
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Regional Recreation Resources
grills, comfort station, ball diamond, in-line skating opportunities, skate park, pony rides, play structures, kayaking, hiking
trails, ice-skating and cross-country skiing. Trenton Parks and
Recreation and Wayne County Parks have developed a strong
partnership, providing extensive recreational programs opportunities and events in the park, making it equally important as both a local community park and a regional park.

Children’s Games at “Somewhere In Time” Event at Elizabeth Park

Regional recreation areas are large facilities serving
people within a broad geographic area. The region has
been defined as the area within roughly an hour driving
radius of the City. The region map (appendix page 77)
summarizes and locates these regional facilities. The size
and type of facilities vary, but in general these facilities
are 200 acres or more in size.
The provision of large regional parks is generally the
responsibility of governmental agencies beyond the local
level. Among the agencies in southeastern Michigan
that provide facilities of this type are the Wayne County
Parks Department, the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan
Authority and the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources. Some municipalities also provide services of
a regional nature. While the total amount of acreage is
large, these regional facilities must help meet the needs
of the entire Detroit Metropolitan Area.
There are several large regional parks and facilities
within driving distance of Trenton. Among the most
convenient of these are Lower Huron Metropark, Willow
Metropark, Oakwoods Metropark, Lake Erie Metropark,
Sterling-Monroe State Park and Riverview Highlands.
Elizabeth Park, operated by the Wayne County Park System is located in Trenton along the Detroit River.
Elizabeth Park - This 162-acre park was the first county
park in Michigan, originally a family estate that was
bequeathed to Wayne County in 1919 by Elizabeth Slocum’s children and subsequently named after her. The
park is located on approximately one mile of the Detroit
River and features 1,300 feet of riverwalk for fishing and
river watching, a Victorian shelter and wedding gazebo,
and recreational facilities that include 4 picnic areas with

Since it is the oldest park in Wayne County, many of the historic buildings are in disrepair. However, numerous upgrades
are occurring at Elizabeth Park, such as riverwalks and building rehabilitation, the new wedding gazebo, new pony rings,
fitness trail stations and a large new accessible playground.
The Elizabeth Park marina provides access to the Detroit
River via four deep boat launches and loading wells. As well,
a 52 slip transient marina is equipped with utility hook-up,
pump station and shower facilities. The marina is host to
numerous regional and national boating and fishing tournaments throughout the season. The City of Trenton entered
into an Intergovernmental Agreement with Wayne County
to manage the Marina in 2012. Because of the successful
partnership, plans are in the works to extend this one-year
agreement for multiple years. Elizabeth Park is a destination
point of the Greenways Initiative as well as a link to other
communities.
Middle Rouge Parkway - Hines Park, another Wayne County
Park, stretches 17.5 miles from Northville to Dearborn along
a branch of the Middle Rouge River. This linear parkway is,
in actuality, a floodplain for the River and is made up of the
area surrounding both banks of the river, along with Edward
Hines drive that traverses most of its length.
Crosswinds Marsh Wetland Interpretive Preserve Part of the Wayne County Park System, this facility is located in Sumpter
Township approximately 15 miles
south west of Trenton. This 1,056
acre park exists as a result of wetland
mitigation requirements for wetland
impacts that occurred at Detroit
Metropolitan Airport during airport
expansion. The result is a successful blend of natural and man-made
wetlands offering regional residents
an opportunity to observe a variety of
wetland environments.

Crosswinds boardwalk
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Included among the numerous activities in which visitors participate
throughout these regional facilities

Regional Recreation Resources
are boating, fishing, hiking, camping, swimming,
cross-country skiing, golf, nature study, picnicking
and many other recreation activities.

Lotus in bloom at Lake Erie Metro Park

Lake Erie Metropark, - Part of the Huron Clinton
Metropolitan Authority (HCMA), this 1,607-acre
recreational facility features a panoramic view of Lake
Erie along its three-mile shoreline. This park is a top
bird-watching site, and an abundance of wildlife and
waterfowl inhabit the meadows, marsh and lagoons.
Park features include a wave action swimming pool,
an 18-hole regulation golf course, a museum and
nature center, boat launches and a marina. The children's play area features a child-size town.
Willow, Oakwoods, Lower Huron Metroparks - Located 6 miles west of Trenton, a beautiful 18-hole golf
course, an Olympic-sized swimming pool, a skatepark,
a 17-acre pond, a hike-bike trail, a disc golf course, a
children's play area, and groomed cross country ski
trails make Willow Metropark an all-season getaway.
Five miles of trails along flat terrain provide hikers the
shade and quiet of a mature hardwood forest, the
sights and sounds of the Huron River, and the activity found along the "edge" between field and forest. A 700-foot, hard-surface trail is ideal for people
with disabilities. A three-mile paved hike-bike trail is
part of a 15-mile trail system through Lower Huron,
Oakwoods and Willow Metroparks. A five-mile horse
trail, open April through October, begins near the
railroad track crossing. The nature center features
seasonal exhibits, live turtles and snakes.

the Huron River. It is one of the largest fresh water marsh
restoration projects in the world - the result of a gigantic
earth-moving/dike-building project. It consists of wetlands, diked marshes, and river bayous, a great place for
wildlife related activities.
International Wildlife Refuge - The first International
Wildlife Refuge in North America was established in 2001.
The refuge, which includes islands, coastal wetlands,
marshes, shoals, and riverfront lands along 48 miles of
the Detroit River and western Lake Erie, will protect and
restore habitat for 29 species of waterfowl, 65 kinds of
fish, and 300 species of migratory birds in Michigan and
Ontario, Canada. The Wildlife Refuge has received national acclaim for its use of public-private partnerships in
building this urban refuge.
Over the past several years, the Refuge Gateway has
undergone a dramatic landscape transformation from
former industrial site to restored wildlife habitat. The site
is adjacent to the Humbug Marsh Unit of the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge (DRIWR) and represents the
last mile of undeveloped shoreline along the US mainland
of the Detroit River and has been designated a wetland of
International importance due to documented rare habitats
and high biodiversity. This restoration project has been
lead by Wayne County and US Fish and Wildlife Service
and has dedicated support from city and county governments, local service and environmental organizations, and
general community members. Restoration efforts over
the past few years have included daylighting Monguagon
Creek, utilizing soft-shoreline techniques to restore habitat
along the River’s edge, development of public trails, and
the planting of large trees and native seed across nearly 40
acres. The goal at the Refuge Gateway is to restore quality coastal habitat, including wetland, prairie, and forest
ecosystems, and build roads, parking, and trails required
for full public access. The new Refuge Visitors Center and
fishing pier is slated to open in 2019, bringing an estimated 100,000 visitors to the region in its first year.

Sterling State Park - Located in Monroe County on
Lake Erie, this state park provides camping, hiking
trails, small game hunting, swimming, picnicking and
playground facilities.
Point Mouillie State Game Area - Pointe Mouillee is a
spit of land that jets into Lake Erie near the mouth of

Humbug Marsh
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Regional Recreation Resources
The Detroit Heritage River Water Trail
This water trail is one of Michigan’s most dynamic and diverse
water trails, traveling past the urban areas of downtown Detroit
and the serene areas of the International Wildlife Refuge. The
water trail is organized into four distinct paddling segments.

Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative
Downriver Linked Greenways is a non-profit organization that’s mission is to help facilitate trail planning, development, marketing and programming of both land
and water trails. Since 1998 Downriver Linked Greenways has helped to facilitate over 75 miles of trails in
the Downriver Region of Metropolitan Detroit. The
current trail network includes over 100 miles of both
water and land trails that reach within a half mile of
every home and connects millions of residents to each
other across Downriver. Our trails traverse over many
different areas that include rural, urban and over 7,000
acres of parkland. The Huron Clinton MetroParks,
Wayne County Parks, Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge, National Water Trail Huron River and Rouge
River Water trail anchor our entire trail system. In addition, 25 miles of the state wide Iron Belle Trail travels
thru 10 of our communities.

The Belle Isle/Detroit segment travels around Historic Belle Isle,
providing great views of the island (including the historic Detroit
Yacht Club), the Detroit skyline and Canada. This 7-mile trail
segment also provides a great opportunity to observe freighters
from the water.
The Rouge River segment begins in the City of Melvindale and
travels about 6 miles down the Rouge River to a takeout at Belanger Park on the Detroit River. The route highlights the automotive history of the area with close up views of the Ford Rouge
Complex, unique bascule bridges and some pockets of green.
The Huron River segment begins in the City of Flat Rock and
travels about 10 miles to Lake Erie. This trail segment is quite
scenic as it meanders through several small bedroom communities.

Downriver Linked Greenways transforms the Downriver
region into a healthier community for people powered
transportation, conservation, and recreation, by creating a network of trails and greens spaces that connect
people with places. This is being done by building a
network of partners in Wayne County, south of the City
of Detroit and north of Monroe County.

The Lower Detroit River segment begins in Wyandotte’s Bishop
Park (which features and adaptive kayak launch) and travels
about 10 miles south to Lake Erie. The trail passes by many
downriver features, including the Detroit International Wildlife
Refuge. This segment also includes 3 additional adaptive kayak.

Downriver Linked Greenways Gap Analysis Map
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Community Park Resources
Haas Park - This 4.5 acre park serves as
the only park in this northern most Trenton neighborhood. Adjacent to the City
of Riverview, the park received improvements through a DNR Passport Grant and
Wayne County Parks Millage Funding in
2013. These improvements, totalling over
$100,000 included new playground equipment, a park picnic shelter and accessible
walking pathways. The existing ballfield was
renovated in 2006 through the efforts of the
Trenton Baseball Association, winner of the
“Diamond in the Rough” national ballfield
restoration contest. A dilapidated fencedin asphalt surface, housing a basketball
1/2 court and an inline skating surface is in
desperate need of resurfacing. Due to the
limited use of the basketball and inline skating surface, the department is proposing
repurposing the area into Pickle Ball courts.
Current Deficiencies
•
•
•

Photos of recent upgrades to the park and existing ball field.

Rotary Park - Located in the DDA District, this 2-acre riverfront park provides residents with public access to the
Detroit River waterway. A two-slip boat launching facility
is flanked by two large concrete fishing piers that overlook
the scenic Detroit River. Directly south of the fishing piers,
a 550-feet linear wooden boardwalk, installed in the early
1990’s, provides a more passive recreational setting for
citizens to enjoy the waterfront. Over the years, the boardwalk has deteriorated greatly, requiring constant maintenance attention and sections closed to the public. Signs of
shoreline erosion have become more evident, raising structural integrity and safety concerns that will be addressed in
the FY19 budget.
The playground structure received surfacing and accessibility upgrades in the fall of 2012. A small picnic shelter,
seasonal public restroom facility, lighted basketball courts,
park benches, picnic tables, barbecue grills and paved parking areas round-out the park amenities.
This park serves as the site for the annual 4th of July Fireworks display. It has also been the site of many community
organization’s special events.

Sport court improvements Pickle Ball Addition
Walking trail development
Picnic Shelter Tables

Current Deficiencies
•

Fishing pier deterioration

•

Boat Ramp launching

•

Boardwalk deterioration

•

Paved accessible pathway
to playground

Top photo: Playground equipment, Bottom right: Boat Ramp
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Community Park Resources
Lions Park - This community park is located in the south Trenton
neighborhood nestled between railroad tracks to the east, undeveloped, privately-owned land to the north, and a newer sub-division
to the west. The city has a long-term lease with ITC for use of the
property as parkland. Two little league ball diamonds, installed in the
mid-1990’s, are used daily by the Trenton Baseball Association Youth
Baseball Program during the spring and summer. Past upgrades include the addition of red clay infield material, which provides esthetic
appeal as well as ease of maintenance. Covered player benches are
non-existent, but would be a desirable addition - providing needed
shelter for players and coaches. Drainage issues on the east end of
park is causing damage to concrete pads and needs to be addressed.
A large picnic shelter can be reserved for private picnics by Trenton
residents. Concrete surfacing and pathway was installed in summer
2018. Adjacent to the shelter is a playground area that includes one
large playscape and a smaller play unit and swings accommodating
a diverse age population. Playground safety surfacing material and
border timbers are budgeted and will be installed in FY19. An expansive green space area is available for field activities such as soccer
and football during baseball’s off-season. Portable restrooms are on
site seasonally.
A gravel parking area that can accommodate upwards of 30 vehicles,
needs to be regraded and expanded to its original size. The access
path leading to the north ballfield is difficult for persons with mobil-

Top photo: Playground equipment, Bottom photo: Park picnic shelter.

ity issues to travel. Upgrading both would provide
easier access.
Current Deficiencies
•

Ballfield regrading, backstop repairs and covered
dugouts and bench & bleacher pad replacement

•

Accessible paved path to park facilities

•

Parking lot deficiencies and expansion

Tefend Park - This 13.6 acre park is located in the south
Trenton neighborhood bounded by Fort Street to the east
and VanHorn Road to the north. Adjacent to the “Tefend
Woods” subdivision, this park provides a diverse mix of recreational opportunities for the community. Among the park
amenities include a tennis court, inline skating rink, basketball, new playground equipment and a ball diamond that is
used by the Baseball Association Youth Baseball Program.
The new accessible playground equipment was installed via
a community build in 2016 through Wayne County Park Millage funding.
A large picnic shelter, with tables and grills, which can be
reserved for family picnics during the summer months, will
receive new concrete surfacing in FY19. A portable restroom
(seasonal) and small gravel parking area is available.
Current Deficiencies
•

Picnic Shelter tables

•

Accessible paved path to park facilities

•

Ballfield covered dugouts, fencing

•

Tennis Court Resurfacing - potential to add Pickle Ball

28

Top photos: Non-accessible path to ballfield, picnic shelter
Bottom photo: Tennis court fencing, New playground equipment

Community Park Resources
Teifer Park - Located in one of Trenton’s oldest established neighborhoods, this 3.14 acre park includes
playground equipment that received recent surfacing
and accessibility upgrades, basketball and seldom-used
inline skating rink. Plans are to convert this area into
Pickle Ball Courts. A lighted ball diamond with dugouts, is used primarily by Trenton Baseball Association.
Antiquated spectator seating and portable restroom
(seasonal) are also provided.
A dilapidated 700 sq. ft. community building, built in
the 1950’s, was razed in 2013. An unpaved parking area
adjacent to the ballfield provides limited parking for users. Street parking remains the most convenient option
for park users.
Current Deficiencies:
•

Parking lot grading

•

Accessible paved path to park facilities

•

Ballfield improvements - bleachers

•

Sport Court Resurfacing - New Pickle Ball Courts

•

Fencing upgrades
Top photo: Unused inline skating surface, Bottom photo: Dilapidated outfield fencing

Meyer Ellias Park - Located in the DDA district, this community park provides a scenic view of the Detroit River. It’s
reservation-based picnic shelter, complete with picnic tables
and grills, is a popular location for Trenton families to hold
picnics and special events. However, its current location does
not provide easy accessibility. A paved walkway was budgeted
and installed in FY19.

Top photo: New walkway to picnic shelter
Left photo: Park dedication marker

A $9.3 million clean-up of contaminated sediment of the Black
Lagoon took place in 2004-05. A $151,000 shoreline habitat
restoration was completed in 2006. In 2007, the Black Lagoon
was renamed “Ellias Cove” in honor of the family who donated the adjacent land that became Meyer Ellias Park.
Developing a natural wetland/prairie garden at Meyer Ellias Park
in natural low area is desirable and ties in well with the city’s
resiliency plan.

Current Deficiencies
•

Picnic shelter tables

•

Park redevelopment

•

Prairie Garden development
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Community Park Resources
Frank & Poet Drain Flood Plain - A part of the Detroit River
watershed, the Frank and Poet Drain flood plain intersects the
city of Trenton, stretching from King Road to the north to Fort
Street to the south. Many species of waterfowl, fish and plant
life can be found along the drain. A two-mile linear, paved
walking/biking path, which was last repaved in 2006 and is
slated for repaving in fall 2018, runs its entire length, connecting 4 community parks situated along the waterway. These
parks include North McLouth, South McLouth, Kennedy and
Lexington Parks. This path is a key component of Trenton’s
advancing bicycle network, connecting the community and
promoting active lifestyles.
With the help of the Friends of the Detroit River, public/
private funding sources, a stream bank restoration project, designed to reduce erosion of the creek bank and improve area
habitat, was completed just south of West Road in the fall of
2007. Expansion of these areas should be considered as part
of Trenton’s Resiliency Master Plan.
A disc golf course will be installed in the fall 2018 along the
parkway from West Road to King Road and back. Several footbridges along the pathway are deteriorating and need to be
repaired.

Residents walking along the Frank & Poet Bike Path.

Current Deficiencies
•

Park benches

•

Extension of path to connect to south end

•

Trash receptacles

•

Expand natural prairie/wetland gardens

•

Foot bridge upgrades

North McLouth Park - Situated at the north end of the Frank and
Poet waterway, this park includes playground equipment, benches,
foot bridge, portable restroom (seasonal), 2 soccer fields and open
grassy areas. A handicapped accessible playscape was installed with
the help of the Trenton Interact Club and community volunteers in
the mid-1990’s. The structure is aging and will need additional attention in the future, including additional surfacing. Plans are in place
to install timbers to define play area in fall of 2018. A picnic shelter
with tables and grills is well used by Trenton residents for family,
school and organization picnics throughout the season. New concrete
surfacing was installed in the spring of 2018. This park area, which is
situated among a grove of mature trees, has experienced heavy tree
loss due to Emerald Ash Borer disease several years ago. Installation
of additional benches is needed. The Trenton Rotary Club installed a
Little Library at the park, which is used by the neighborhood. A new
disc golf course is slated for installation in fall 2018.
Current Deficiencies

Top photo: Bike path leading to picnic shelter & playground
Bottom photo: Existing playground equipment
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•

Playground equipment repairs/replacement & surfacing

•

Off-street parking

•

Foot bridge upgrades

•

Park benches

Community Park Resources
South McLouth Park - Continuing south along the Frank & Poet
drain, between Harrison and West Road, is South McLouth Park.
A natural foot trail, perfect for hiking, follows the banks of the
drain in this area, which complements the asphalt bike path. A
footbridge crossing at Northfield is in need of upgrades. Two, dilapidated, unused, little-league-sized ballfields, were removed in
summer 2018. A non-accessible playscape was removed in 2016.
Its location posed safety issues for the surrounding neighbors. In
the same area remnants of an old basketball court remains. This
surface is in good condition and should be given consideration for
repurposing. At the southern end of the park sits the Westfield
Activities Center (see municipal facilities for description.) Underutilized clay horseshoe courts are adjacent to the building. The
Trenton High School discus throw facility is also situated in the
park. There is interest in adding a corn hole facility in the area.
Open greenspace provides opportunities for additional recreational activities. A new disc golf course is slated for installation in
fall 2018.
Current Deficiencies
•

Under-utilized asphalt surface (former basketball court)

•

Westfield Center deficiencies (see facility description)

•

Northfield Footbridge repairs

Top photo: Old basketball surface, Bottom photo: Dilapidated bridge fencing

Kennedy Park - This park, centrally located within the city,
is the hub of Parks and Recreation activity year round. The
Kennedy Recreation Center and Outdoor Aquatic Center is
located just south of West Road. Expanded in 2000, the Ice
arena facility provides year-round activity. The adjacent 7,000
sq. ft. outdoor aquatic center was unveiled in 2001. (See
municipal facilities for description.) The paved parking area
was expanded in 2004 to accommodate the additional traffic.
An existing playscape was moved from Vernon Park (property
sold by school district to a developer) in 2005 and installed
behind the center and received accessibility upgrades in the
fall of 2012. A footbridge, slated to receive fencing upgrades
in FY19, provides access to the paved walking path, which will
be resurfaced in fall 2018. A dilapidated ball diamond and
non-compliant playground equipment at the south end of the
park off of Marian Drive were removed in 2018. A well-used
inline skating rink is also located at the south end of the park,
which is in need of fencing repairs.
Current Deficiencies
•

Footbridge & inline skating fencing deterioration

•

Non-compliant playground equipment

Top photo: South Kennedy Park, Middle photo: dilapidated bridge fencing,
Bottom photo: North Kennedy Park equipment
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Community Park Resources
Slocum Truax Park - This park is located in the downtown neighborhood at
Third St. and Harrison. The park is anchored by a ball diamond, tennis courts
and inline skating rinks at the west end. An antiquated, paved fitness trail,
circling the perimeter of the park, was removed in 2012 and a new accessible
playground was installed through a community build project in the fall of 2010.
Working in partnership with the Trenton Baseball Association, the ballfield
received major improvements in the fall of 2012 through a Wayne County
Parks Millage Grant and Trenton Baseball Association Funding. These improvements included new infield material, field grading, backstop fence replacement
and installation of a new outfield fence. The field size is suitable for ages 14
and under and will be utilized for league games. A hard-surface pathway to the
playground will be installed in 2018.
Current Deficiencies
•
•
•

Accessibility to park facilities
Spectator seating
Off-street parking

•

Tennis Court upgrades

•

Pickle Ball Court addition
Top photo: Non-accessible path, Bottom photo: Tennis court

Affholter Park - This 16.6 acre park is one of Trenton’s largest community

parks. It is located west of Grange Road between West Road and Harrison
Drive. The park is equipped with three tennis courts, which are in need of
resurfacing, a basketball court in need of restriping, new accessible playground
equipment installed in 2016, and an inline skating rink that needs fencing
repairs. A dilapidated ball diamond was removed in 2018. This park’s open
space is utilized for soccer and a new Lacrosse program, which began in 2017.
A hard-surfaced accessible path to playground will be installed in 2018. A small
parking area, which is in need of reconstruction, and portable restroom facility
(seasonal) are available for park users.
Current Deficiencies

Top photo: Tennis court, Bottom photo: Deteriorating parking lot

•
•
•

Lacrosse field upgrades
Resurface parking lot & restripe basketball court
Tennis court surfacing & fence upgrades

Lathrop Park - This park, located in south Trenton, is nestled between

the ITC right-of-way and railroad tracks. The park land is owned by ITC
and is leased on a long-term basis to the City of Trenton for recreational use. On this 5.5 acre property is a ball diamond, used by the youth
baseball program. The ball diamond is in need of major upgrades
including field grading, backstop and fencing upgrades and player’s
bench improvements. A large, unpaved parking area accommodates
the vehicular traffic. As well, a portable restroom facility is made available during the season.
Current Deficiencies

•
•
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Parking lot upgrades
Ballfield improvements

•
•

Spectator and player bench seating
Accessibility to park facilities

Lathrop Ballfield backstop

Neighborhood Park Resources
Lexington Park - This is the southern-most park along the Frank and Poet

Drain, located just west of Fort Street off of Lexington Drive. The primary
park amenity is a selection of playground equipment, which received a new
swing set and surfacing and accessibility upgrades in the fall of 2012. A sled
hill provides opportunities for winter sledding sports. The park is accessible
via the paved walking path and from the surrounding neighborhood. No
parking facilities are located within the park.

Park playground equipment

MacArthur Park - Plans for this small, 1.1 acre,
neighborhood park, located on Newman just north
of West Road, received a boost through concerned
residents that formed a neighborhood group to
adopt the park. Through their efforts a Park Master
Plan was commissioned and serves as a 3-phase plan
for park redevelopment. A $58,000 Wayne County
Park Millage Grant was received in 2017 to implement the plan. Construction began in 2018.
Current Deficiencies:
•

MacArthur Park Master Plan rendering

Plan implementation

to be removed FY19

Williamson Park - Nestled behind a residential subdivision in south east
Trenton, this 1.7 acre park has a medium sized playground unit that was
installed in the late 1990’s, which is in poor condition. Most other equipment original to the park has been removed. A basketball court is located
at the extreme south end of the park. The Frank and Poet drain traverses
the east end of the park land making it very susceptible to flooding. Mature trees blanket the area with shade during the hot summer months.
A large grassy area provides open space for field games and activities.
No parking or restroom facilities are available. Foot traffic is the primary
means of park access.
Current Deficiencies
• Dilapidated playground equipment
•

Accessibility to park facilities

removed summer 2018

Southwicke Square Park - Land-locked behind the South-

wicke Square low income housing complex, this park solely
serves the residents of this complex. The property is owned
by ITC. Plans are to remove all equipment and vacate this
parcel for park usage. The complex has a playground area for
their residents that they maintain and are in agreement with
the plan.
removed summer 2018
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Mini Park Resources
Cambridge Tot Lot - Located at Cambridge and Belmont

Streets, this fenced, corner tot lot provides recreational opportunities for young children in the neighborhood including
an age-appropriate playground unit and swings. A new swing
set, timbers and surfacing material will be added to the park in
FY19. A park bench and picnic table offer a quiet respite area
for adults. Perimeter fencing is in need of replacement.

Current Deficiencies:
• Fencing improvements

Left photo: playground equipment, Right photo: dilapidated fencing

removed summer 2018

removed summer 2018

Cora Tot Lot - Located at the western edge of the city
limits, this .3 acre tot lot is currently maintained as
green space only. Outdated equipment was removed in
the summer of 2012. Situated adjacent to the Woodhaven border, the park was most frequently used by Woodhaven residents who live in the adjacent apartment
complex. Dilapidated fencing was removed in 2018.
Current Deficiencies:
• Future Site Plan Development

Emeline Tot Lot - Located at the corner of Emeline and
Edison Streets, this quaint tot lot includes a small playground
unit, table and park bench. An outdated swing set and slide
was removed in 2018. Perimeter fencing is in extreme poor
condition. Within walking distance of neighborhood children,
it provides a convenient source for outdoor play. A long-term
lease with the adjacent property owner needs to be addressed to determine future of this park area.
Current Deficiencies:
• Accessibility to compliant playground equipment
• Perimeter fencing upgrades

removed summer 2018
Left photo: dilapidated fencing, Right photo: non-compliant swing set removed 2018

Syckelmoore Tot Lot - This tot-lot is located a few
blocks west of Emeline Tot Lot at Marian and Syckelmoore. It also includes a small, compliant playscape
unit. A new swing, to replace the outdated unit, border timbers and surfacing are slated to be installed
in FY19. A table and park bench are also available for
the neighborhood’s use.
removed summer 2018
Left photo: existing playground equipment & new path, Right photo: non-compliant swing set removed 2018
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Current Deficiencies:
• Accessibility to compliant playground equipment
• Fencing repairs

City Parks & Facilities Map
KEY

IS-Indoor Pool
OS-Outdoor Pool
T-Tennis Courts
PF-Picnic Facilities
B-Ball Diamonds
AB-Activities Building
BB-Basketball Courts

BP-Bike Path
SF-Soccer Fields
SB-Shelter
A-Indoor Ice Arenas
RB-Roller Blade Court
BL-Boat Launch
P-Playgound Equipment

ON THE
MAP!
Parks

1. Affholter - SF, T, P
2. Haas - B, BB, PF, P
3. Rotary - PF, SB, BB, BL, P
4. Kennedy - BP, OS, BB, A, RB, P
5. Lathrop - B
6. Lexington - P, BP
7. Lions - B, PF, P
8. MacArthur - P
9. N. McLouth - PF, BP, SF, P
10. S. McLouth - BB, BP, P, AB
11. Meyer Ellias - PF, BB
12. Slocum Truax - T, B, BB
13. Tefend - B, PF, P
14. Teifer - B, P, BB
15. Williamson - P

Tot Lots

16. Cambridge - P
17. Cora
18. Emeline - P
19. Syckelmoore - P
20. Southwicke Square

Schools

21. Anderson - T, B, SF, BB
22. Hedke - B, BB, SF
23. High School - IS, T, B
24. Arthurs - IS, T, BB, B, SF

Buildings

25. City Hall
26. Cultural Center
27. Dept. Public Service
28. Historical Museum
29. Library
30. Police/Fire 1
31. Fire Station 2
32. Village Theatre
33. Waste Water Treatment
34. Westfield Center
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Municipal Facility Resources
In addition to the afore-mentioned community and
neighborhood parks and tot lots, the Parks and Recreation Department maintains, operates and programs a
number of recreational facilities including the Kennedy

Recreation Center ice arena facility and Outdoor Aquatic
Center, Westfield Activities Center, and the Bridge Cultural
Center. In addition, Trenton’s expanding trail system and
bicycle network is described below.

Kennedy Recreation Center - Indoor Facility

The facility, expanded in 2000, is comprised of over 150,000
square feet of indoor recreational opportunities including: 3 ice
arena surfaces, main arena suite seating, spacious team lockerroom facilities, pro shop, full concession stand, skate rental,
meeting rooms, spacious 6000 square foot lobby and gathering area and second floor lease space, which now houses a
full-service restaurant/bar. This facility is the hub of Parks and
Recreation activity year-round. The Teifer Arena, original to the
facility, was renovated in 2005 to include expanded ice surface
tied into new compressors, new lighting, HVAC, bleacher seating for 400 spectators and a 1,500 square foot storage area. In
2007, two mezzanine activity rooms were renovated to accommodate additional usage.

Outdoor Aquatic Center

The adjacent outdoor aquatic center was also completely redeveloped and the new facility opened to the public in May of 2001. The
13,000 square foot facility includes a 7,000 sqf leisure pool complete
with zero depth entrance and 9 water features, a 15 meter, 3 lane lap
pool, 25 meter x 25 yard- 8 lane competitive pool, 2 diving boards,
water slide with separate splash down pool, concession stand, lounge
chairs and large shade umbrellas. The existing pool bathhouse, comprised of changing, locker, shower and lavatory areas for men and
women, office/first aid room received upgrades to the plumbing and
fixtures in 2010 thanks to the Wayne County Millage Grant. Although
these improvements have helped with the functionality of the facility, improved entry area to accommodate technology, and spatial
redesign to more effectively utilize area is desired. Additionally, new
water features and additional shade options should be considered to
maintain interest and expand user base.

Westfield Activities Center

The Westfield Activities Center was once the focal point in
the community for meetings and activities of many community groups and organizations, as well as, serving as the communities center for senior programs and activities. Originally
built in 1972 and expanded in 1997 to include a commercial
kitchen, banquet facility,meeting room, recreation room, senior office and outdoor deck space for social gatherings, this
facility is tired and dated and is in desperate need of attention. The facility is available for private rentals. It also serves
as home base for the senior transportation program.
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Municipal Facility Resources
Trenton Cultural Center - Following her death in 1972, longtime Trenton resident Emily Bridge Frank left her estate, located
at the corner of West Road and Edsel, to the City of Trenton to
be used as a “cultural center, museum, or similar facility.” Thus,
the Trenton Cultural Center was created.
This 3½-acre site includes a number of various components that
help to establish and preserve the historic character and uniqueness of this location. Included among the major elements are
the more than 100 year old main farmhouse, which has undergone major renovations during the past several years, a greenhouse, new garden shed and the over 100 year old barn. Distinctive areas on the grounds include perennial, herb, water garden
and a very successful community garden, which began in 2010.
A strategic plan for the facility was adopted in 2004, which
outlined specific goals and plan of action to expand cultural
arts initiatives and increase awareness through several means.
Several new program initiatives have seen great success. Space
in the barn, known as the “Art Barn” is used as a hands-on art
studio/workshop for cultural arts and enrichment programs. The
addition of indoor plumbing and lavatory facility in 2008 has
increased programming possibilities. An outdoor, stone fire pit
and pergola provide a quaint setting for public use.
Trenton Trail System & Bicycle Network - Trenton’s Trail System and

Bicycle Network enhancement is taking shape with the installation of
Sharrow Markings along Harrison and Riverside Drive in 2017 and the
anticipated completion of the West Jefferson Trail Project in September
2018, which will connect Trenton to the Downriver Linked Greeway and
the State-Wide Iron Belle Trail. This project was the result of an MDOT
Training Wheels Seminar in May of 2015 that was hosted by the City of
Trenton, in which bicycle experts made a presentation to key city leaders
on the development of bicycle facilities and evaluated the City of Trenton’s current bicycling status with a ride through town. As a result of this
ride and the desire to connect to bike trails, the experts recommended a
sharrow lane be added to Harrison and Riverside Dr. to provide safe connections to existing and forthcoming bicycle trails. The Sharrow markings
is just one component of the enhancements, which also includes adding wayfinding signage along the route and new Healthy Trenton bicycle
racks strategically placed around town to encourage use of connected
trails, enhance business patronage and economic development. The
Sharrow installation was paid for in part through the Healthy Recreation
Catalyst Grant that was awarded to the Parks and Recreation Department
from the Michigan Recreation and Park Association and Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan. The city is developing a Trail Town Master Plan to
capitalize on the trail system. A draft copy is included in appendix.
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City Parks and Facility Inventory
Lathrop

Lexington

Lions

MacArthur

N. McLouth

S. McLouth

Meyer Ellias

Rotary

Slocum Truax

Tefend

Teifer

Williamson

Cambridge

Cora

Emeline

Southwicke

Syckelmoore

123* 4.5

Kennedy

Haas

Frank & Poet

16.6

Fox Court

Affholter

Acres

FP*

5.5

FP*

6.84

1.11

FP*

FP*

3.8

2.0

5.5

13.6

3.14

1.7

0.33

0.30

0.13

4.07

0.30

Activities Building
Soccer Field

1
2

2

Baseball/Softball

1

Tennis Courts

3

Lacrosse Field

1

Basketball Courts

1

Playground Structures

lg

Swings - Tot
Swings - Standard

1

2

1
2

1 LT
1

2
lg

med
lg-N

sm

l lg sm
1 sm n.p.

1 lg

2

2

2

4

2

2

2

6

lg

2

1

1

lg

lg

med med med

4

2

2

3

4

2

2

2

sm

med

2

Slides
Climbers

1

Spring Toys
Benches

1

1

2

1

1

13

Play Panels

1

1

1
1

1

Picnic Shelter

1
1

Bike/Walk Path

3

1
1-n

6

1

1
1

13

1
1

8

5

1
3

7

1

2

1

1

1

1

1

P

P

P

1

Outdoor Inline Skate Rink 1

1

Portable Toilets-Summer

1

1

Restrooms

P

1

Gliders
Playground Equipment Assessment Key
Current with standards
Modifications needed
* Acreage listed collectively under Frank & Poet
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1

1

Boat Launch

Picnic Tables

2

1
P

P

1

1
P

2

1

1

1

1

School Facility Resources
Trenton Public Schools enjoys a strong reputation for quality instructional programs, a large variety of extracurricular programs,
a caring staff, and a supportive community. Keys to the success
of the school district are the dedication and commitment of employees at every level and the strong, consistent support and involvement of the community. This was made most evident this
past May as voters approved by a 60/40 margin a $57 million
dollar bond for capital improvements. Additions will expand the
two existing elementary buildings for classrooms, physical education, music, and modern food service. STEM education will be
woven into the curriculum at all levels and the high school will
see major renovations to the athletic areas of the campus.
The district facilities currently include two elementary buildings (grades K-5), one middle school (grades 6-8), and one high
school (grades 9-12). The district is accredited by AdvancEd,
the primary evaluator of quality schools in the Midwest. Trenton Public Schools received a rating of “highly functional” in
the area of Stakeholder Communication and Relations from
AdvancEd. This is AdvancEd’s highest possible rating for a goal
area. Support systems are being realigned with the Michigan Multi-Tier template with the goal of reaching all students
and targeting the whole child. Trenton Public Schools will be
reevaluated by AdvancEd in 2020 to measure progress towards
district priorities.
Students at Trenton Public School compete at a high level locally, regionally and nationally. Most recently, 109 of the 213
students of the Trenton High School Class of 2018 shared over
$1,972,252 in scholarship money. Twenty-three members were
Academic Scholars based on a combined score of GPA (grade
point average) and SAT scores. Over 20% of the graduates
were accepted as members of the National Honor Society. The
high school offers 13 Advanced Placement courses. Fifty-four
percent of the 121 students enrolled in an AP class scored high
enough to qualify for college credit. For students interested in
a vocational or skilled trade career, the Downriver Career and
Technical Consortium offers 26 different programs through the
cooperation of nine neighboring school districts.
Arthurs Middle School continues to be a nationally recognized
“Schools to Watch”. Their program has been visited multiple
times annually by other districts wanting to model their program after Arthurs. The staff and administration has made Arthurs the most technologically advanced building in the district
and they have been innovative in adding new ideas to reach
middle school students.
A strong partnership exists between the City and School District,
allowing the community to benefit from use of facilities and
services. Some of these shared amenities include baseball, softball, soccer fields, swimming pools, tennis courts, auditorium,
and the ice arena.

Anderson Elementary Located on Harrison at
Edsel Drive, this school
had an enrollment of 559
students during the last
school year. Outdoor recreational facilities on the site include a ball diamond, four
soccer fields, paved playground area, basketball court and
playground equipment. A small indoor gymnasium is used
for several recreational programs during non-school hours.
Hedke Elementary Located on Marian Drive,
this school services 488
students based on 20172018 enrollment. Outdoor
recreational facilities
include a ballfield, two soccer fields, and a variety of
playground equipment. A small gymnasium is used by
the Recreation Department at various times during nonschool hours for recreation programming.
Arthurs Middle School Located at the end of
Marian Drive, has a
student population of
594. This school provides
a number of recreational
facilities that are used
by the community and include three ball diamonds,
football field, soccer field, five tennis courts and running
track. An indoor pool, large gymnasium, forum, and
mat room are also available.
Trenton High School Centrally located in the
city on West Road, this
campus provides an
abundance of recreational facilities that
are used for Recreation programs at various times
throughout the year. These include two gymnasiums,
a 6-lane indoor pool, two ball diamonds, auditorium,
lighted football & soccer field, interior walking route,
running track and eight tennis courts.
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School Facility Resources
School
- Facility
Inventory
TABLE Sites
9 School
Sites - Facility
Inventory
Trenton
High

23.4

18.4

28.1

34.9

3

2

1

1(LT)

1

1(LT)

3

2

5

8

Hedke

Arthurs
Mid. Sch.

Anderson

Acres
Activities Building
Soccer Field
Football Field
Baseball/Softball

1

1

Tennis Courts
Outdoor Volleyball Crt.
Basketball Courts

1

1

Asphalt Play Area

X

X

Play Structure

LG

LG

Swings – Tot

X

X

Swings – Standard

X

X

Slides

X

X

Climbers

X

X

X

X

X

Chinning Bars
Spring Riders
Merry Go Rounds
Horizontal Ladder
Porta Johns-Summer

1

Outdoor Restrooms

1
2

Gliders
Gymnasium

1

2

Indoor Pool

1

1

Track

1

1

4

4

Picnic Tables
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1

4

1

4

Private/Commercial Recreation Resources
Several commercial/privately-owned recreation resources are located in or near the community. Though these facilities are limited to
those that can afford the fees, they do address certain recreation needs. The following is a categorized listing of several nearby facilities.
CATEGORY
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
AMUSEMENT CENTERS
ARCHERY RANGES
ARCHERY RANGES
ARCHERY RANGES
ARCHERY RANGES
ARCHERY RANGES
ARCHERY RANGES
ARCHERY RANGES
ARCHERY RANGES
ARCHERY RANGES
ARCHERY RANGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BATTING CAGES
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
BOWLING CENTERS
CAMPING
CAMPING
CAMPING
CAMPING
CAMPING
CAMPING
CAMPING
CAMPING
CAMPING
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE

NAME
BOUNCE IT UP
CHUCK E. CHEESE'S
CHUCK E. CHEESE'S
FUN 4 US
FUNTASTIC
FUNTASTIC PLAY CENTER
KNOCKERBALL MICHIGAN
PLAY @ ATLANTIS
PUMP IT UP
REV'D UP FUN
SKATELAND WEST
SKY ZONE TRAMPOLINE PARK
SKY ZONE TRAMPOLINE PARK
ZAP ZONE
ZAP ZONE GLO‐GOLF
ADAMS ARCHERY
BIG ROCK ARCHERY
CANVAS BACK GUN CLUB
DETROIT ARCHERS INC.
LINCOLN BOWMEN ARCHERY CLUB
LIVONIA ARCHERY RANGE
RILEY ARCHERY RANGE
RISING PHOENIX ARCHERY
ROYAL OAK ARCHERS
WASHTENAW SPORTMAN’S CLUB
ADVANTAGE SPORTS
BATTER UP! BATTING CAGES
DOWNRIVER BASEBALL CENTER
GAME ON SPORTS CENTER
HOMEPLATE SPORTS CENTER
MACOMB BATTING CAGES
MICHIGAN STRATEGY BASEBALL
MIDWAY SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT
PRECISION BASEBALL
RICKS SPORTS
SPORT‐N‐FUN INC.
SPORTSWAY OF BROWNSTOWN
SPORTWAY OF WESTLAND
THE BASEBALL LAB
THE BULLPEN BASEBALL ACADEMY
10 PINS OF TRENTON
BIDDLE BOWL INC
FLAT ROCK LANES
FORD LANES BOWLING CENTER
INDIAN LANES
NOVI BOWL
ROOSEVELT LANES
SKORE LANES
SUPER BOWL
THUNDERBOWL LANES
WOODHAVEN LANES
WOODLAND LANES
DETROIT GREENFIELD RV PARK
HARBORTOWN RV RESORT
INDIAN CREEK CAMP
KC CAMPGROUNDS
MONROE KOA
PIROLLI PARK
RIVER RAISIN CAMPGROUND
WAYNE COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS & RV PARK
WILDERNESS CAMPGROUND
ALLEGRO DANCE
ARTHUR MURRAY DANCE STUDIO
BEVERLY MORRISON SCHOOL OF DANCE
CONNIE'S STUDIO OF DANCE
DANCE AVENUENUE

ADDRESS
30276 PLYMOUTH ROAD
15300 DIX TOLEDO ROAD
24399 MICHIGAN AVENUE
35000 WARREN ROAD
43337 JOY ROAD
20372 VAN HORN
38741 ANN ARBOR ROAD
19400 ALLEN ROAD
25710 NORTHLINE
19830 WEST ROAD
37550 CHERRY HILL ROAD
42550 EXECUTIVE DRIVE
23261 EUREKA ROAD
23125 ECORSE ROAD
41953 FORD ROAD
7730 WILLOW ROAD
16725 RACHO BOULEVARD
3801 WEST DUNBAR
5795 DRAKE ROAD
26245 KING ROAD
32710 GLENDALE
24915 FARMINGTON ROAD
3863 ROCHESTER ROAD
2762 ORION ROAD
5095 ELLIS ROAD
2019 WEST STADIUM BOULEVARD
7341 GRAND RIVER AVE
12325 NIXON
14110 PARDEE ROAD
32909 HARPER AVENUE
18810 KELLY COURT
26960 VAN BORN
22381 VAN BORN
7835 MARKET STREET
6363 NORTH MONROE
30755 GRAND RIVER AVENUE
19640 ALLEN ROAD
38520 FORD ROAD
22755 HESLIP DRIVE
40040 GRAND RIVER
2591 FORT STREET
708 BIDDLE AVENUE
14700 TELEGRAPH ROAD
23100 VAN BORN ROAD
4500 13TH STREET
21700 NOVI ROAD
6701 ROOSEVELT AVENUE
22255 ECORSE ROAD
45100 FORD ROAD
4200 ALLEN ROAD
20000 VAN HORN ROAD
33775 PLYMOUTH ROAD
6680 BUNTON
14931 LAPLAISANCE ROAD
9415 TANGENT ROAD
14048 SHERMAN ROAD
15000 TUNNICLIFFE
6030 SYLVANIA ROAD
2502 EAST ELM AVENUE
10871 QUIRK ROAD
1350 MEANWELL ROAD
6405 TELEGRAPH ROAD
35836 VAN DYKE AVENUE
1518 FORD AVENUE
13145 STRONG BOULEVARD
14270 EUREKA ROAD

CITY, STATE, ZIP
LIVONIA, MI 48150
SOUTHGATE, MI 48195
DEARBORN, MI 48124
WESTLAND, MI 48185
CANTON, MI 48187
WOODHAVEN, MI 48183
LIVONIA, MI 48150
MELVINDALE, MI 48122
TAYLOR, MI 48180
WOODHAVEN, MI 48183
WESTLAND, MI 48185
CANTON, MI 48188
TAYLOR, MI 48180
TAYLOR, MI 48180
CANTON, MI 48187
MILAN, MI 48160
TAYLOR, MI 48180
MONROE, MI 48161
WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI 48322
ROMULUS, MI 48174
LIVONIA, MI 48150
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48336
TROY, MI 48083
OAKLAND, MI 48363
YPSILANTI, MI 48197
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48103
BRIGHTON, MI 48114
RIVERVIEW, MI 48192
TAYLOR, MI 48180
ST CLAIR SHORES, MI 48082
CLINTON, MI 48035
DEARBORN HEIGHTS, MI 48125
TAYLOR, MI 48180
CANTON, MI 48187
MONROE, MI 48162
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48336
BROWNSTOWN, MI 48183
WESTLAND, MI 48185
NOVI, MI 48375
NOVI, MI 48375
TRENTON, MI 48183
WYANDOTTE, MI 48192
SOUTH ROCKWOOD, MI 48179
DEARBORN HEIGHTS, MI 48125
WYANDOTTE, MI 48192
NOVI, MI 48375
ALLEN PARK, MI 48101
TAYLOR, MI 48180
CANTON, MI 48187
ALLEN PARK, MI 48101
WOODHAVEN, MI 48183
LIVONIA, MI 48150
YPSILANTI, MI 48197
MONROE, MI 48161
TECUMSEH, MI 49286
MILAN, MI 48160
PETERSBURG, MI 49270
PETERSBURG, MI 49270
MONROE, MI 48162
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
DUNDEE, MI 48131
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48301
STERLING HEIGHTS, MI 48312
WYANDOTTE, MI 48192
SOUTH ROCKWOOD, MI 48179
SOUTHGATE, MI 48195
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Private/Commercial Recreation Resources
CATEGORY
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
DANCE
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GOLF COURSES & RANGES
GYMNASTICS
GYMNASTICS
GYMNASTICS
GYMNASTICS
GYMNASTICS
GYMNASTICS
GYMNASTICS
GYMNASTICS
GYMNASTICS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
ICE SKATING ARENAS
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NAME
DANCE GROSSE ISLE
DANCE NATION STUDIO
DANCE SPECIALTIES
DANCE THEATRE STUDIO
DEARBORN DANCE ACADEMY
EZ‐GLIDE DANCE STUDIO LLC
FRED ASTAIRE DANCE STUDIO
GREAT TECHNIQUE DANCE ACADEMY
GROSSE ILE ACADEMY OF DANCE
IN FOCUS DANCE CENTER
JANET'S SCHOOL OF DANCE
LEGACY DANCE STUDIO
LINCOLN PARK DANCE COMPANY
ROBERT LEE SCHOOL OF DANCE
SHERRY'S ACADEMY OF DANCE
TAYLOR DANCE
THE DANCE ACADEMY
TRENTON SCHOOL OF DANCE
CARRINGTON GOLF CLUB
DEARBORN HILLS
LAKE ERIE METROPARK GOLF COURSE
LAKES OF TAYLOR GOLF COURSE
LILAC GOLF COURSE
OLD TOWN GOLF AND SPORTLAND
PHEASANT RUN GOLF CLUB
PUTTERZ
RAISIN RIVER GOLF CLUB
RIVERVIEW HIGHLANDS
SOUTHGATE GOLF COURSE
SPRINGDALE GOLF COURSE
TAYLOR MEADOWS
U OF M GOLF COURSE
WEST SHORES GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
WESTBURN GOLF COURSE
WILLOW METROPARK GOLF COURSE
WOODSIDE MEADOWS
WYANDOTTE SHORES GOLF COURSE
AERIAL EXPRESS GYMNASTICS AND DANCE
DOWNRIVER GYMNASTICS
EURO STARS GYMNASTICS
FARMINGTON GYMNASTICS CENTER
GYMNASTIC DREAMS
MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF GYMNASTICS
MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF GYMNASTICS
MILLS GYMNASTICS
SPLITZ GYMNASTICS ACADEMY
ALLEN PARK CIVIC ARENA
ARCTIC EDGE
ARCTIC POND ICE ARENA
BROWNSTOWN SPORTS CENTER
DEARBORN ICE SKATING CENTER
DEVON AIRE ICE ARENA
EDDIE EDGAR ICE ARENA
FARMINGTON HILLS ICE ARENA
FIELDHOUSE/ICE ARENA
GROSSE POINTE COMMUNITY ICE
KENNEDY RECREATION CENTER
LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY CENTER
MIKE MODANO ICE ARENA
NOVI ICE ARENA
PLYMOUTH CULTURAL CENTER & ICE
SOUTHGATE CIVIC CENTER
SUBURBAN ICE
TAYLOR SPORTSPLEX
WALLACE ICE ARENA
YACK ARENA

ADDRESS
8525 MACOMB STREET
23480 ALLEN ROAD
16262 KING
711 NORTH UNIVERSITY AVENUE
22023 WEST OUTER DRIVE
9227 WAYNE ROAD
2172 FRANKLIN ROAD
1412 EUREKA ROAD
8205 MACOMB
2034 FORD AVENUE
20910 ECORSE ROAD
29173 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY
3240 FERRIS AVENUE
29855 FORD ROAD
27369 TELEGRAPH ROAD
22805 GODDARD ROAD
35000 WARREN ROAD
2837 WEST JEFFERSON AVENUE
911 ST. JAMES PARK AVENUE
1300 SOUTH TELEGRAPH ROAD
14786 LEE ROAD
25505 NORTHLINE ROAD
9090 ARMSTRONG ROAD
6724 NORTH MONROE STREET
46500 SUMMIT PARKWAY
2675 WASHTENAW AVENUE
1500 NORTH DIXIE HIGHWAY
15015 SIBLEY
14600 REAUME PARKWAY
316 STRATHMORE ROAD
25360 ECORSE ROAD
500 EAST STADIUM BOULEVARD
22843 WEST RIVER ROAD
5617 SOUTH HURON RIVER DRIVE
22900 HURON RIVER DRIVE
20820 INKSTER
3625 BIDDLE
3106 NORTH MONROE STREET
13777 EUREKA ROAD
15155 FOGG STREET
23966 FREEWAY PARK DRIVE
12830 WAYNE ROAD
5870 NORTH HIX ROAD
240 METTY DRIVE
13300 REECK
8745 OLD LILLEY ROAD
15800 WHITE AVENUE
46615 MICHIGAN AVENUE
40475 PLYMOUTH ROAD
21902 TELEGRAPH ROAD
14900 FORD ROAD
9510 SUNSET STREET
33841 LYNDON STREET
35500 EIGHT MILE ROAD
4901 EVERGREEN ROAD
4831 CANYON STREET
3101 WEST ROAD
3525 DIX HIGHWAY
6210 NORTH WILDWOOD STREET
42400 NICK LIDSTROM DRIVE
525 FARMER STREET
14700 REAUME PARKWAY
23996 FREEWAY PARK DRIVE
13333 TELEGRAPH
550 LONE PINE ROAD
3131 3RD STREET

CITY, STATE, ZIP
GROSSE ILE, MI 48138
WOODHAVEN, MI 48183
RIVERVIEW, MI 48192
ANN ARBOR, MI 48104
DEARBORN, MI 48124
ROMULUS, MI 48174
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48302
WYANDOTTE, MI 48192
GROSSE ILE, MI 48138
WYANDOTTE, MI 48192
TAYLOR, MI 48180
SOUTHFIELD, MI 48034
LINCOLN PARK, MI 48146
GARDEN CITY, MI 48135
FLAT ROCK, MI 48134
TAYLOR, MI 48180
WESTLAND, MI 48185
TRENTON, MI 48183
MONROE, MI 48161
DEARBORN, MI 48124
ROCKWOOD, MI 48173
TAYLOR, MI 48180
NEWPORT, MI 48166
MONROE, MI 48162
CANTON, MI 48188
YPSILANTI, MI 48197
MONROE, MI 48161
RIVERVIEW, MI 48192
SOUTHGATE, MI 48195
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48304
TAYLOR, MI 48180
ANN ARBOR, MI 48104
GROSSE ILE, MI 48138
SOUTH ROCKWOOD, MI 48179
NEW BOSTON, MI 48164
ROMULUS, MI 48174
WYANDOTTE, MI 48192
MONROE, MI 48162
SOUTHGATE, MI 48195
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48335
LIVONIA, MI 48150
WESTLAND, MI 48185
ANN ARBOR, MI 48103
SOUTHGATE, MI 48195
CANTON, MI 48187
ALLEN PARK, MI 48101
CANTON, MI 48188
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
BROWNSTOWN, MI 48183
DEARBORN, MI 48126
LIVONIA, MI 48150
LIVONIA, MI 48154
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48335
DEARBORN, MI 48128
DETROIT, MI 48236
TRENTON, MI 48183
LINCOLN PARK, MI 48146
WESTLAND, MI 48185
NOVI, MI 48375
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
SOUTHGATE, MI 48195
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48335
TAYLOR, MI 48180
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48304
WYANDOTTE, MI 48146

Private/Commercial Recreation Resources
CATEGORY
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MARINAS
MINIATURE GOLF
MINIATURE GOLF
MINIATURE GOLF
MINIATURE GOLF
MINIATURE GOLF
MINIATURE GOLF
MINIATURE GOLF
MINIATURE GOLF
MINIATURE GOLF
MINIATURE GOLF
RACQUETBALL CLUBS
RACQUETBALL CLUBS
RACQUETBALL CLUBS
RACQUETBALL CLUBS
RACQUETBALL CLUBS
RACQUETBALL CLUBS
RACQUETBALL CLUBS
RACQUETBALL CLUBS
SOCCER
SOCCER
SOCCER
SOCCER
SOCCER
SOCCER
SOCCER
SOCCER
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS
TENNIS CLUBS

NAME
BREST BAY MARINA
ELIZABETH PARK MARINA
GIBRALTAR BOAT YAROAD
HARBOR MARINE
HUMBUG MARINA
HURST MARINE‐BOAT HOIST USA
JOHN FISHER'S MARINA
LAKE ERIE METROPARK MARINA
LIBRA MARINA
MIDWAY MARINA
MOTOR CITY MARINA
PIPER COVE MARINA
RIVERFRONT MARINA
SWAN YACHT BASIN
TOLEDO BEACH MARINA
TRENTON RIVERSIDE MARINA
TROUT'S YACHT BASIN
WATERS EDGE MARINA
WYANDOTTE BOAT RAMP
ARMSTRONG'S FUNLAND
GARDEN CITY MINIATURE GOLF
MIDWAY SPORTS
NOVI PUTTING EDGE
OASIS GOLF CENTER
OLD TOWN GOLF AND SPORTLAND
ROYAL OAK GOLF CENTER
SPORT‐N‐FUN INC.
SPORTSWAY OF BROWNSTOWN
SPORTWAY OF WESTLAND
BODY ROCKS RACQUET & HEALTH CLUB
COLISEUM RACQUET
DEARBORN RACQUET & HEALTH CLUB
FRANKLIN ATHLETIC CLUB
RACQUET CLUB OF ANN ARBOR
TRENTON ATHELTIC CLUB
WARREN RACQUETBALL
ZODIAC HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB
CANTON SPORTS CENTER
HIGH VELOCITY SPORTS
LEGACY CENTER
TAYLOR SPORTSPLEX
THE MACK ATHLETIC COMPLEX
TOTAL SPORTS COMPLEX FARMINGTON
TOTAL SPORTS COMPLEX MONROE
WIDE WORLD SPORTS CENTER
ANN ARBOR TENNIS ACADEMY
BEECHVIEW TENNIS CLUB
DEARBORN RACQUET CLUB
DETROIT TENNIS CLUB
FAIRWAY FARMS TENNIS CLUB
GROSSE ILE TENNIS CENTER
HURON VALLEY TENNIS CLUB
INDIAN VILLAGE TENNIS CLUB
METROPOLITAN RACQUET CLUB
SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN TENNIS
THE FAIRLANE CLUB
WESSEN INDOOR TENNIS CLUB
WOODBROOKE HILLS TENNIS CLUB

ADDRESS
4088 BREST ROAD
GROSSE ILE PARKWAY
28731 NORTH GIBRALTAR ROAD
13930 BRIDGE DRIVE
13400 MIDDLE GIBRALTAR ROAD
24119 WEST RIVER ROAD
2961 STERNS ROAD
35001 MILLEVILLE ROAD
815 CLIFFORD STREET
693 BIDDLE AVENUE
525 BIDDLE AVENUE
13468 LAPLAISANCE ROAD
1560 EAST ELM AVENUE
5898 TROMBLEY ROAD
11840 TOLEDO BEACH ROAD
2751 RIVERSIDE
13940 TROUT STREET
25215 WEST RIVER ROAD
711 BIDDLE AVENUE
8787 BELLEVILLE ROAD
29060 FORD ROAD
22381 VAN BORN ROAD
44225 WEST 12 MILE ROAD
39500 FIVE MILE ROAD
6724 NORTH MONROE STREET
3500 EDGAR AVENUE
30755 GRAND RIVER AVENUE
19640 ALLEN ROAD
38520 FORD ROAD
36600 PLYMOUTH ROAD
8715 TELEGRAPH
2727 S GULLEY ROAD
29350 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY
3010 HICKORY LANE
1630 FORT STREET
29901 SOUTH CIVIC CENTER BOULEVARD
14795 DIX TOLEDO ROAD
46555 MICHIGAN AVENUE
46245 MICHIGAN AVENUE
9299 GOBLE DRIVE
13333 TELEGRAPH
4300 MARSEILLES STREET
22777 FARMINGTON ROAD
987 STEWART ROAD
2140 OAK VALLEY DRIVE
300 JACKSON PLAZA
27000 WESTMEATH COURT
2727 S GULLEY ROAD
31031 DRAKE
16001 LEVAN ROAD
9251 GROH
3235 CHERRY HILL ROAD
1502 PARKER STREET
13200 GROVE STREET
17280 FARMINGTON ROAD
5000 FAIRLANE WOODS DRIVE
121 BRANCH STREET
32050 WEST 13 MILE ROAD

CITY, STATE, ZIP
NEWPORT, MI 48166
TRENTON, MI 48183
ROCKWOOD, MI 48173
MONROE, MI 48161
GIBRALTAR, MI 48191
GROSSE ILE, MI 48138
ERIE, MI 48133
BROWNSTOWN, MI 48173
WYANDOTTE, MI 48192
WYANDOTTE, MI 48192
WYANDOTTE, MI 48192
MONROE, MI 48161
MONROE, MI 48162
NEWPORT, MI 48166
LA SALLE, MI 48145
TRENTON , MI 48183
MONROE, MI 48161
GROSSE ILE, MI 48138
WYANDOTTE, MI 48192
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
GARDEN CITY, MI 48135
TAYLOR, MI 48180
NOVI, MI 48377
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
MONROE, MI 48162
ROYAL OAK, MI 48073
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48336
BROWNSTOWN, MI 48183
WESTLAND, MI 48185
LIVONIA, MI 48150
TAYLOR, MI 48180
DEARBORN, MI 48124
SOUTHFIELD, MI 48034
ANN ARBOR, MI 48104
TRENTON, MI 48183
WARREN, MI 48093
SOUTHGATE, MI 48195
CANTON, MI 48188
CANTON, MI 48188
BRIGHTON, MI 48116
TAYLOR, MI 48180
DETROIT, MI 48224
FARMINGTON, MI 48336
MONROE, MI 48162
ANN ARBOR, MI 48103
ANN ARBOR, MI 48103
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48334
DEARBORN, MI 48124
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI
LIVONIA, MI 48154
GROSSE ILE, MI 48138
ANN ARBOR, MI 48105
DETROIT, MI 48214
DETROIT, MI 48235
LIVONIA, MI 48152
DEARBORN, MI 48126
PONTIAC, MI 48341
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48334
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Accessibility Assessment
In accordance with the Americans with Disabili es Act (ADA),
Parks, parking lots, pathways, picnic facili es, playgrounds
(equipment and services), and other recrea on facili es must
be examined on an ongoing basis to determine if their design
creates barriers that prevent use by all segments of the populaon and what can be done to alleviate any barriers. Programs
must also be examined to be certain they provide recrea on
and leisure opportuni es to all residents regardless of their
social, economic or physical status.
To assess the accessibility status of the City’s public parks and
facili es, an evalua on was conducted by staﬀ in accordance
with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources instrucons as outlined in the Guidelines for the Development of
Community Park and RecreaƟon Plans to determine the level
of accessibility. The 5-point ranking system outlined below
was used. (See Accessibility Table on next page.) The specific
elements that were evaluated included parking, connec ng
pathways of travel to and from ac vity areas, ac vity areas in
general, playground surfacing, ancillary facili es such as restrooms and signage.
Level 1: None of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards
for Accessible Design
Level 2: Some of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards
for Accessible Design
Level 3: Most of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards
for Accessible Design
Level 4: All of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards
for Accessible Design
Level 5: The facility meets the Principles of Universal Design.
The self-assessment results indicate a number of deficiencies
in the area of accessible design. Most of these deficiencies
have been iden fied in the Parks and Facili es Capital Improvement Plan (see pages 69-70). A number of improvements have
recently taken place in the summer of 2018 with the installa on
of new surfacing of picnic shelters and connec ng pathways
to and from picnic shelters and playground equipment in a
number of parks. As well, removal of outdated, non-compliant
equipment has taken place over the past several years. Progress
has been made through these eﬀorts, but there is s ll much
work to be done to ensure all segments of the popula on have
barrier free access to parks and facili es.
Most of the current deficiencies can be a ributed to the age of
equipment and fact that most of Trenton’s city park infrastructure design predates any ADA guidelines. Given these obstacles,
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the Department is challenged with the task of modifying exis ng equipment/facili es to comply with ADA
standards or removing and/or reloca ng ac vity centers
to create a more accessible design flow. These changes
require addi onal planning and funding source development.
Moving forward, the Parks and Recrea on Department
will con nue to pursue needed funding and work in
consort with the Departments of Public Service and Engineering to address the accessibility needs as outlined in
the assessment and CIP and to ensure that all upgrades
meet current ADA standards for Accessible Design. A
yearly progress report and CIP update will be completed
to track progress.
In addi on to the CIP, a preventa ve maintenance and
equipment inspec on program will con nue to ensure
that exis ng accessibility provisions remain up to standards. This includes a seasonal playground safety surfacing replacement program to ensure proper surfacing and
compac on exists for safety and accessibility.

Accessibility Assessment Continued
Park/Facility

Rank Comments

Affholter

2

Concrete pathway to play equipment installed in summer 2018, Existing parking lot deteriorating creating accessibility challenges. No accessible pathway to soccer or lacrosse fields currently exists. Tennis court and inline skate
fencing requires modification for easy access.

Cambridge

3

Concrete pathway to play equipment installed in summer 2018. Playground safety surfacing modifications will be
addressed in 2019.

Cora

n/a

undeveloped greenspace - all equipment removed

Emeline

2

Play equipment meets ADA standards but no accessible route exists, future plan for park requires discussion with
private land owner.

Haas

3

Concrete pathway to new playground, picnic shelter and ballfield provides accessibility to most park facilities.
Condition of inline skating rink and basketball surface in extreme poor condition. Accessibility will be addressed
when facilities are renovated.

Kennedy

3

Accessible path to play equipment and bike path exists off parking lot. No accessible path to inline skate facility at
south end of the park.

Lathrop

1

Parking area is comprised of gravel material. No accessible path exists to ballfield, player benches and bleachers.

Lexington

3

Play equipment located adjacent to bike path, which provides accessibility. No accessiblity to sled hill. This park is
accessed via the bike path. No parking facilities nearby.

Lions

2

Accessible path to picnic shelter installed summer 2018. Gravel parking and pathway to ballfield limits accessibility. Modifications to play equipment surfacing and access is planned in 2019.

MacArthur

3

New concrete pathway and accessible nature-based play area installed in summer 2018.

Meyer Ellias

3

Concrete pathway to picnic shelter installed in summer 2018. No accessible route currently exists to waterfront.

North McLouth

3

Accessible route exists to picnic shelter, play equipment and bike path. Playground equipment and safety surfacing modifications will be addressed in 2019.

Rotary

3

Concrete pathway to play equipment installed in summer 2018. Majority of other park ammenities are accessible.
Boat launch, fishing pier and boardwalk are dilapidated and require needed improvements, which will usenew ADA
standards.

Slocum Truax

2

Accessible path exists to play equipment, but no accessible route to other park facilities, ball field, tennis. Fencing
modifications are needed for easy access to tennis and inline skate facilities.

South McLouth

3

Accessible bike path runs length of linear park.

Southwicke Square

n/a

Undeveloped greenspace - all equipment removed

Syckelmoore

3

Concrete pathway to play equipment installed in summer 2018. Playground safety surfacing modifications will be
addressed in 2019.

Tefend

2

Concrete pathway to play equipment installed in summer 2018. Parking area is gravel. No accessible path exists
to remote ballfield. Tennis court and inline skate fencing requires modification for easy access.

Teifer

2

Accessible path exists to play equipment & inline skate, but no paved accessible route to ball field currently exists.

Williamson

1

Non-compliant and non-accessible equipment is scheduled to be removed leaving only a Basketball court in this
remote park. Any future development will include accessibility provisions.

Cultural Center

3

First floor level of farm house is accessible. Second level is not open to public. Main garden area has accessible
pathways. Accessiblity to community and children’s garden needs improvement.

Kennedy Aquatic Center

3

Modifications to the bath house have been made to address ADA requirements. The pool zero depth entrance
provides accessibility.

Kennedy Recreation Center

3

The facility was expanded in 2000 and the Teifer Arena renovated in 2005 per ADA standards. All lockerrooms,
with the exception of original Teifer Lockerrooms, meet current ADA standards.

Westfield Center

2

A recent faciity needs assessment was conducted by a professional architech to determine facility deficiencies,
costs and options for renovation to help determine the direction of the facility moving forward. Any modifications or
renovations to the facility will address all ADA requirements.
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Chapter
5
Description Of Planning Process
1. Review and update of all information from the
previous master plan.
2. Development of a community public opinion
online survey.
3. Distribution and promotion of online surveys
through a variety of email lists, social media sites,
news media, cable TV, public meetings and flyers.
4. Tabulation of survey results.
5. Organized focus group meetings of key stakeholders and general public.
6. Summarized focus group discussion.
7. Analysis of data.

Bicycle Rack Program Dedication at City Hall

8. Development of action plan based upon input
from the Recreation Commission, community
responses and professional staff.

This analysis is the most recent of several planning
documents pertaining to parks and recreation that have
been prepared by the Trenton Parks and Recreation
Department. The previous Master Recreation Plan was
approved by the Trenton Recreation Commission, the
Trenton Planning Commission, Trenton City Council and
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in 2013.

9. Submission of master plan to the Recreation Commission for review and approval.

The administrative staff of the Parks and Recreation Department has prepared the 2018-2022 Trenton Parks and
Recreation Master Plan. Previous master plans have also
been prepared using in-house staff.

12. Submission of master plan to City Council for
review and approval.

The process used by the Trenton Parks and Recreation
Department to revise the Parks and Recreation master
plan included the following steps:

14. Submission of the master plan to the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources for approval.

10. Submission of master plan to the Planning Commission for review and approval.
11. Present and review master plan at a public hearing.

13. Submission of approved master plan to Wayne
County and SEMCOG.
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Chapter
6
Basis For Action Plan

Analysis Of Existing Facilities, Service Areas And Public Input
Comparison To National Recreation, Parks & Open Space Standards

Kayaking at Elizabeth Park Canal

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)
recognizes the importance of establishing and using
park and recreation standards as:
•

A national expression of minimum acceptable
facilities for the citizens of urban and rural communities.

•

A guideline to determine land requirements for
various kinds of park and recreation areas and
facilities.

•

A basis for relating recreational needs to spatial analysis within a community-wide system of
parks and open space areas.

The purpose of these guidelines is to present park and
recreation space standards that are applicable nationwide for planning, acquisition, and development of
park, recreation, and open space lands, primarily at the
community level. These standards should be viewed as
a guide. They address minimum, not maximum, goals
to be achieved. The standards are interpreted according
to the particular situation to which they are applied and
specific local needs. A variety of standards have been
developed by professional and trade associations which
are used throughout the country. The standard derived
from early studies of park acreages located within
metropolitan areas was the expression of acres of park
land per unit of population. Over time, the figure of 10
acres per 1,000 population came to be the commonly
accepted standard used by a majority of communities.
Other standards adopted include the "percent of area"
approach, needs determined by user characteristics and
participation projections, and area use based on the
carrying capacity of the land. The fact that some of the
standards have changed substantially is not an indication of their obsolescence. Changes are a measure of
the growing awareness and understanding of both
participant and resource (land, water, etc.) limitations.
Parks are for people. Park, recreation, and planning
professionals must integrate the art and science of park
management in order to balance such park and open
space resource values as water supply, air quality, etc.1

One of the major structuring elements that can be
used to guide and assist regional development.
A means to justify the need for parks and open
space within the overall land-use pattern of a region
or community.

1Open Space Guidelines and Standards, National Recreation and
Park Association
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Facility Deficiencies Based On National Standards and Guidelines
Facility

# Of Units/ Population

Minimum Standard Current

Deficient

Service Radius

Badminton

1 per 5,000

4

0

4

1/4-1/2 mile

Basketball

1 per 5,000

4

0

1/4-1/2 mile

Handball

1 per 20,000

1

6.5 city
3 school
0

1

15-30 minute travel time

Ice Arena

Indoor - 1 per 100,000

0

3

0

1/2-1 hour travel time

Tennis

1 court per 2,000

10

0

1/4-1/2 mile

Volleyball

1 per 5,000

4

7 city
14 school
1 school

3

1/4-1/2 mile

Baseball/Softball

8

1/4-1/2 mile

1

6 city
7 school
0

0

Field Hockey

2 per 5,000
1 per 30,000 lighted
1 per 20,000

0

15-30 minute travel time

Football

1 per 20,000

1

2 school

0

15-30 minute travel time

Soccer

5 city
9 school
0

0

1-2 miles

Golf-driving range

1 per 10,000
2
(dependent of popularity)
1 per 50,000
0

0

30 minute travel time

1/4 mile track

1 per 20,000

1

2 school

0

15-30 minute travel time

Multi Recreation Court (basketball, 1 per 10,000
volleyball, tennis)
Trails
1 system per region

2

0

0

1-2 miles

1

1

0

n/a

Archery Range

1 per 50,000

0

0

0

30 minute travel time

Combination Skeet/Trap field

1 per 50,000

0

0

0

30 minute travel time

0

0

0

1/2-1 hour travel time

1

1 outdoor
0
2 indoor-school

Golf
9-hole
18-hole
Swim Pool

1 per 25,000
1 per 50,000
1 per 20,000

Beach Area

N/A

Open Space Standards and Guidelines

15-30 minute travel time
1/2-1 hour travel time

According to the 1990 Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines, it is suggested that a park system, at a minimum, be composed of a “core” system of parklands, with a total of 6.25 to 10.5 acres of developed
open space per 1,000 population.2 Over time, the figure of 10 acres per 1,000 population has come to be the commonly accepted standard used by a majority of communities.3 The City of Trenton owns and maintains a total of
192.42 acres of public park land. An additional 162 acres of county park land exists within the city’s limits making a
grand total of 354.42 acres of developed open space available for public use, exceeding national standards.
2,3

Open Space Guidelines and Standards, National Recreation and Park Association
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Recreation Deficiencies
Raw data does not always address the quality of existing
parks and recreation facilities. Upon closer examination,
deficiencies or limitations become apparent when we
consider the location, accessibility, maintenance, level
of development and individual size of existing parkland.
These include:

1. Infrastructure Maintenance

Much of our recreation facility infrastructure was
developed, constructed or installed over twenty-five
years ago. The time has come where major maintenance or overhauling much of our infrastructure
is necessary. The development of a comprehensive
maintenance plan identifying strategies and guidelines for parks and facilities assessment and maintenance is crucial to the vitality and longevity of the
park system.

2. Riverfront Access

The premier natural resource available to the residents of our community is the Detroit River. The
majority of the Detroit River shoreline in Trenton has
been used for industrial purposes. Approximately
85% of the shoreline in our community is under the
ownership of major industries. We are fortunate
that the land encompassing Elizabeth Park has been
dedicated for park purposes. The Elizabeth Park
shoreline comprises approximately 13% of our total
Trenton shoreline. Approximately 2% of the Trenton
shoreline is included in the Trenton park system.
The development of street end parks at the foot of
Cherry, Elm and West Road was completed in 2007.
These pocket parks provide public access to the waterfront. Continuing to increase public access to the
river would benefit the entire community.

4. Bicycle Network Expansion/Trail Connections

The only significant Bicycle Path/Walking Trail in the
community is that which runs north/south along the
Frank & Poet Drain. Walkers, joggers, rollerbladers and
cyclists heavily use this path. Exploring ways to expand
and improve connectivity throughout the community
is needed. Support of the Downriver Linked Greenways
Initiative’s North South bike trail expansion from the
International Wildlife Refuge into Elizabeth Park and
Downtown Trenton is warranted. Future expansion into
the north end of Trenton and westward to neighboring
communities must be explored.

5. Limited Parking

Some of our park areas and athletic facilities do not have
sufficient parking for the activities that they support. In
many circumstances, the only parking available near an
athletic field or picnic area is the on-street parking in
the vicinity of the facility. Off-street parking areas would
provide a safer environment and also reduce traffic congestion near many of our park sites.

6. Expansion/Redevelopment of Facilities

As we move forward with long-term planning for the
Parks and Recreation Department, identifying ways to
best meet the needs and desires of the community is
necessary. All means should be explored including the
possible expansion of existing and/or development of
new facilities that address concerns of the community.
As an example, survey results indicate the community’s
desire for a Fitness/Community Center. Looking at ways
to best utilize resources for long-term benefit to the
community is necessary.

3. Barrier Free - Accessible Facilities

Most of Trenton’s parks were developed in the
1950’s and 1960’s, a time when accessibility issues
were not at the forefront of the planning and design
process. Though many improvements have been
made throughout the years, the location of much of
the park’s facilities and the type of equipment are
still not easily accessible for persons with mobility issues. As Trenton’s population ages and the desire to
be more inclusive in the design and opportunities for
all persons, accessibility is an even greater need.
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Public Input
Understanding that citizen opinion on parks and recreation priorities is a key consideration in the plan development, the Parks and Recreation Department took
steps to involve citizens and gain public input through
focus group workshops and public survey.
Two Master Plan Focus Group Workshops were advertised to the community. Key stakeholders, including
elected officials, school administration, community
organizations, youth sport groups, senior clubs and parent organizations, were mailed a personal invitation to
participate in one of the focus groups.
The focus group meetings (one scheduled in the morning and one in the evening) were also advertised in
local newspapers, public access cable television, city
website, digital marquee sign and distributed through
the elementary schools to encourage public participation. Both workshop were well attended and the group
represented a diversified population of the community
including seniors, youth groups, businesses, elected
officials and community organizations. The group was
split into smaller groups for round table discussion. The
main areas of focus included: Parks, Recreation Facilities, and Programming. A summary of comments from
both sessions is below. The complete meeting notes
are listed in appendix (pages 87-88).
Another means by which public opinion was obtained
was through an online survey. An invitation to take the
survey was emailed to parks and recreation eblast list,
Parks and Recreation registration email list, Trenton
Business Association, Trenton Swim Club members,
Trenton Baseball Association members, Trenton Hockey
Association members, and Trenton Public Schools High
School and Middle School email list.
A paper copy of the survey was also made available for
persons without access to the internet. The completed
paper surveys were inputted into the database by staff.
The survey was open for a two-month period. A total
of 221 surveys were completed; 204 (92.7%) of which
were Trenton Residents. The demographic analysis
of the surveys completed by residents indicated that
the results captured a good cross-section of the city
population proportional to age and city location, with
the exception of those younger than 25. A complete
tabulation of survey results is located in appendix
(pages 93-104). An analysis of the data received is
summarized below.
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Focus Group Summary
The morning participants were split into smaller focus groups
for round table discussion. The evening session had limited
attendance and the workshop format was altered to accommodate the small group. A total of nine questions were
posted around the room for each of the round-table groups
to discuss, focusing on Parks, Recreation Facilities, Programming, Funding and the future.
Each group had approximately 10 minutes at each of the
nine stations and recorded their input to each question on a
display board. Once all of the groups discussed each question, participants were asked to choose their top 5 responses
to each question. The results are below. The full report is
available for review in the appedix.
Strengths - What do you see as our major strengths and
assets?
1
2
2
3
3

Water access / Waterfront
Variety of programming/facilities
Wildlife refuge
Major events - summer festival, wildlife refuge
Marina/Elizabeth Park natural assets

Weaknesses - What do you see as our major issues or problems?
1
2
3
4
4
4
4

Aging population, meeting needs
Funding
Older community & young population
Lack of replacement equipment
Lack of youth sports programs
Maintaining facilities is key as limited geographically
Reduced staff/maintenance

Opportunities - What external or environmental opportunities exist to assist in our mission?
1 Partnerships with surrounding communities, companies,
service groups
2 Waterfront
3 Attract younger families by promoting our assets
4 Build upon linked greenway project
4 Promote adopt a park program
4 Reinstate park leaders
Threats - What external or environmental threats exist that
hinder in achieving our mission?
1
2
3
3
4

Funding/Budget
Lack of downtown development
DTE/Industry
Other cities with similar services
Lack of involvement/volunteers

Public Input
What are your thoughts about and what improvements
would you suggest as it relates to:

Upon analysis of this data, the overall theme/priority
of the response focus is below:

FACILITIES

•

Community involvement, (i.e. adopt a park)

1 Westfield/Alternative - new location, exercise room, community track, new floors, kitchen equip., generator, recycling bins
2 Fitness center all ages, track
3 Cultural Center farmer’s market, grad parties, special
events, barn TLC
3 Do it right, go big or go home. Pool, gym, track, fitness
equip., banquet/meeting facilities
3 Events inside arena - sport/expos, flea market, food,
craft, chili cook-off, food trucks, fishing, boating expos,
derby

•

Marketing of programs and services

•

Waterfront access and development

•

Trail development

•

Maintaining quality parks and facilities

•

Accessibility

•

Diversified programming opportunities

•

Exploring alternative funding sources for maintaining and improving parks and facilities

PARKS
1
2
3
4
4
4
4

Adopt a park program & improvement with marketing
Restroom facilities & improvement
Increase shelters/benches/picnic areas
Beautification trees/flowers
Better lighting
Maintenance - aging equip., grassy pathways, courts
Splash pad

Online Survey Summary
Returned Survey Demographic Info:

The following chart provides a breakdown of the age
of respondents.

PROGRAMMING
1 Intergenerational group activities
2 Analytics/outcome measures
2 Expand strengths - hockey, restaurants
2 Marketing & promotion of existing programs
2 Summer park programs
2 West road closure for events at Cultural center/partner
with schools
FUTURE IDEAS
1
2
2
2
2
2

Leverage IWR to increase economic development
Catch the next wave - what is up & coming
Better relationships with schools and city
Bike parks/rest stops
Banquet/mixed use facilities
McLouth Site

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY/MAINTAIN INFRASTRUCTURE
1
2
3
3
3

Millage - get residents to buy in, must market correctly
Businesses to help off-set program cost
Actual budgeted money in city budget
Adopt a path - bench
Dedicated position to do sales/marketing for department

The majority of respondents (49.7%) live in the area
North of West Rd. and West of Fort Street. 27.1% live
West of Fort Street and South of West Rd. 16.1% live east
of Fort Street. 5.8% of respondents live South of Van
Horn and West of Fort Street. Less than 1% did not answer. Responses were received from all Neighborhoods.

North of West Rd.
& West of Fort St.
West of Fort St. &
South of West Rd.
East of Fort St.
South of VanHorn
& West of Fort St.
No Response
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Public Input
Online Survey Summary

ed yes and 25.7% indicated no. 9.9% had other responses.

Continued:

General Overview of Programs and Services:

General Overview of Park Usage:
61.4 % of those responding rated the physical condition of parks as generally good and above, a 4%
increase from the 2013 survey. 7.6% rated the physical condition as poor. The top ten parks that received
the most use during the past year included larger
community and neighborhood parks that provided
multiple amenities:
1. North McLouth 45.7%
2. Rotary Park 41.9%
3. Kennedy Park 37.7%
4. S. McLouth Park 27.8%
5. Slocum Park 22.1%
6. Affholter 21.2%
7. Lions Park 18.8%
8. Syckelmoore 13.6%
9. Meyer Ellias 10.3%
10. Teifer Park 9.9%
When asked to list which four park amenities are most
important to their household, the top four are:

54.2% of respondents indicated that they or members of their
household have participated in 2 to 6 programs offered by
the Recreation Department within the last year. 21.4% have
not participated in any programs over the past 12 months. Of
those who have participated, 80% rated the quality of programs and services as good and above.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Walking and biking path/trails (91.7%)
Open space/natural area (58.7%)
Playground equipment (53.4%)
Nature-based Play Areas (39.2%)
Park shelter/picnic area (37.4%)

General Overview of Recreation Facilities:
81.8% of respondents rated the physical condition of
Trenton’s Recreation facilities as good and above. 1.3%
rated the condition as poor. Below is the facility yearly
usage/visitation rate based on respondents.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Westfield Activities Center - 77.2%
Trenton Cultural Center - 74%
Kennedy Outdoor Aquatic Center - 60.4%
Kennedy Recreation Center (ice arenas) - 58.1%
Elizabeth Park Marina - 20.4%
Rotary Park Boat Ramp - 16.8%

When asked which three facilities are most important
to your household, 66.6% indicated Kennedy Aquatic
Center followed by the Cultural Center at 64.3% and
the Westfield Activities Center at 60.1%. The Kennedy
Recreation Center was 4th at 43%.
Given the current condition of the Westfield Center,
when asked if they would be in favor of considering an
alternative site and build a new facility, 56.5% indicat-
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The top 4 programs/services that are most important to respondents are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Health & Wellness Programs (55.7%)
Cultural Center Programs (55.2%)
Aquatic Programs (50.6%)
Nature Programs (45.1%)
Enrichment Programs (42.8%)

Source of Communication
When asked how they learn about programs and activities, an
overwhelming 76.2% indicated Trenton Parks and Recreation
Buzz Magazine, followed by website (56.1%), word of mouth
(47.4%), social media (42.9%) e-mail newsletters (33.3%) and
Newspaper articles/ads (31%). School flyers did not reach the
top choices, unlike in the 2013 survey results. Facebook was
by far the preferred social media outlet of choice at 83.4%.
Participation:
The majority of respondents indicated that the single most
important thing that prevents them from using parks and
programs more is program times not convenient, followed by
program or facility not offered and lack of time. 10.1% indicated that program fees were too high.
When asked how frequently they use parks and facilities,
46.8% of those responding indicated they use them every
week or more. 9.5% indicated only once or twice a year.
When posed the same question for programs and services,
20.2% indicated every week or more and 33% indicated only
once or twice a year.
Of those responding, 69.6% were highly to somewhat satisfied with the overall value of Trenton Parks and Recreation.
Benefits to Community:
Of those responding, an overwhelming majority strongly
agree or agree that Parks and Recreation makes Trenton a
more desirable place to live, improves physical health and
fitness, strengthens family and sense of community, preserves
open space and the environment, increases property values,
improves mental health and reduces stress and attracts new
residents and businesses.

When asked to rate the community assets or pride points
which best identifies Trenton and should be showcased to
create a positive sense of place, the top items are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
4.
5.
6.

Safe Community
Trenton Public Schools
Waterfront Community - Natural Resources
Small Town Charm
High Quality City Services
Parks and Recreation
Community Involvement

Future Facility/Program Interest:
A list of 10 items for future consideration were presented
that have been suggested from time to time. Respondents
were asked to rank in order of importance with 1 being most
important and 10 being least. The items are listed in order of
importance below.
1. More walking/biking trails/paths
1. Waterfront Development for public use.
3. Community Center/fitness facility
4. Upgrade Playground Equipment in Parks
5. Expand Passive Park areas/Preserve green space
6. Off-leash Dog Park
7. Improve Ballfield/Soccer Facilities
8. Upgrade Tennis Courts

When asked to indicate the maximum amount per
household they would be willing to pay per month
in tax dollars to support parks and recreation services, with the knowledge that the average household currently pays less than $11 per month in tax
dollars, 84.7% of those who responded indicated
they would pay more than currently assessed.
47.3% would pay at least $17 or more. 6.7% indicated they would pay none.

Park Tour Assessment
In April 2018, members of the Recreation Commission, Parks and Recreation Staff, DPS Superintentent and the Mayor took a bus tour of the city
park facilities. This tour proved extremely valuable and provided key leaders with the needed
information to leverage funding for park improvements. From this eye-opening tour, a park
assessment spreadsheet was compiled outlining
park deficiencies and prioritizing the needed
improvements. This list along with a powerpoint
virtual park tour was presented to city council
during the 2018-19 budget meetings, resulting in
a $168,000 capital improvement budget approval
for the first phase of improvements. (See Park
Priority List on pages 67 & 68).

9. Develop Pickle Ball Courts
10. Disc Golf
The top five items center around natural environment preservation, with waterfront development for public use and
maintaining open/green space, upgrading parks and health &
wellness facilities topping the list.
Funding:
When asked how to pay for park upgrades, all of the above
(53.6%) and grants (42.5%) were top of the list, followed
by establishing a parks and Recreation foundation (31.8%)
and donations (31.4%). An “Adopt a Park” Program (30.4%)
was next in line followed by establishing a dedicated millage
(28.5%). The least desired was the use of Municipal Bonds
(17.3%).
When asked if they would support a tax referendum to fund
parks and facilities improvements, of those responding,
52.9% indicated yes, 17.6% might vote in favor, 14% were not
sure and 7.2% would vote against.
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Chapter
7
Strategic Plan & Future Goals/Objectives
The Vision

“We Create Community through People, Parks and
Programs” articulates the vision of Trenton Parks &
Recreation Department. Through parks and recreation
services, we take an active role in creating community
through people; our staff and volunteers who make connections with our residents to improve lives. It is this
person-to-person contact that relieves the loneliness of
senior citizens, reduces the stress and isolation of working adults and inspires and teaches youth to become
productive community members. Through our parks,
open space and facilities, we provide relief from urban
development, preserve the environment and provide
opportunities for recreation through facilities to meet
the needs of the community. Our programs and services
produce specific benefits for our residents, as well as,
being an important means of connecting with residents.
Our vision is therefore based on the belief that through
high quality recreation programs, facilities and people,
an economically vibrant and dynamic community are
created and enhanced.

Core Values

The Parks and Recreation Department has identified
core values that provide a foundation upon which our
department can build toward our vision. These qualities
and beliefs are the things most valued by our department that direct our decision-making process. These
core values are based on the city-wide desire to make
Trenton a most desirable place to live, work and play.
These core values include: Service to the Community

•
•
•
•
•
•

Healthy Lifestyle
Fun and Celebration
Inclusivity
Diversity of Experience
Accessibility
Personal Development

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Stewardship
Lifelong Learning
Community Support
Professional Growth
Effectiveness
Safe Community
Trust
Partnerships

The Mission

The mission or “business” of the department is to provide
all citizens of Trenton the highest level of programs, facilities
and services that will positively affect our vision of creating
community.
To effectively “Create Community through People, Parks and
Programs” we have broken the Department mission into specific areas. These areas are designed to provide our department staff with direction and guidance for developing and
evaluating programs, facilities and services. These mission
areas include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provide diversified recreational and educational
experiences
Foster human development
Promote health and wellness
Strengthen community image and sense of place
Efficiently utilize resources and demonstrate fiscal
responsibility
Develop and cultivate partnerships
Support economic development
Protect environmental resources
Develop and empower staff
Increase cultural unity
Be good stewards of public resources

By taking a customer-driven, outcome oriented and
collaborative approach, the Department will continue to play
a critical role in maintaining and improving the quality of life
for our residents.
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Department Strategies

In order to accomplish the mission and goals of the
Department a series of strategies have been adopted.
These strategies are the methods, resources, processes and systems we will put in place to achieve success.
These strategy areas are outlined below.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Communicating the Vision

Communicating the vision and value of parks and
recreation to elected officials, staff, volunteers
and residents

Forming Partnerships

Actively pursue and cultivate relationships with
allied agencies, media and businesses to further
communicate the vision and value of parks and
recreation.

Key Trends
To effectively provide programs and services for the citizens
of Trenton, it is important to recognize and analyze key trends
and issues facing the community. Once these trends have been
identified, our department must proactively respond to these
issues in order to remain a vital force in shaping Trenton’s
future.
Topic 1: Demographic, Social and Cultural
Trend 1A:
Trend 1B:
Trend 1C:
Trend 1D:

Increase in Senior Population
Population Sustainability
Rising Health Care Costs
Changing Climate

Topic 2: Economic Development

Expanding Resources

Trend 2A:
Trend 2B:
		
Trend 2C:

Develop and Empower Staff

Topic 3: Political and Legislative

Demonstrating Results

Trend 3A:
Trend 3B:
Trend 3C:
Trend 3D:

Identify new resources and strategic partnerships
to move Parks and Recreation toward department
goals.
Building capacity within the department by providing staff training and development that increases skills in areas that is needed for success.

Conduct research and institute performance measures to document the value of parks and recreation and to influence public opinion and policy.

Documenting Best Practices

Identify, develop and document new or current
practices that clearly demonstrate the value of
parks and recreation. (i.e. Adopting the recommendations of the Outdoor Recreation Blue Ribbon Panel as outlined in the The Future of Michigan’s Parks and Outdoor Recreation: A Report to
Governor Rick Snyder dated September 23, 2012.

Adaptive Management of Desired Outcomes
and Recommendations

Trend 4A:
		
Trend 4B:
Trend 4C:
		

Increased demand for technology based
services
Increase demand for training
Utilize growth in technology services to
streamline efficiency and communication

Topic 5: Community Vitality
Trend 5A:
Trend 5B:
Trend 5C:
Trend 5D:
Trend 5E:
Trend 5F:

Trend 5F:
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Decrease in Public Funding
Pursue alternative funding sources
Collaboration-Intergovernmental agreements
Performance-based measures and strategies

Topic 4: Technology

Trend 5G:

Source: Michigan State Parks and Outdoor Recreation
Blue Ribbon Panel.

Diversify Economic base
Changing job market from
Manufacturing to Education-based
Implementation of Placemaking strategies.

Aging Infrastructure
Historical Preservation
Economic Sustainability
Redevelopment of reclaimed land
Waterfront development for public access
Increase Community Walkability and Trail connections - Implement Trail Town Master Plan
Identify sustainable park maintenance plan and
park consolidation.
Environmental Stewardship to promote resiliency

City Action Plan and Role of Parks and Recreation
Below are the 4 main goals the city developed as part
of their strategic planning process. We have identified
ways in which the Parks and Recreation Department
can positively affect goal outcomes.

•

City Goal 1: Continue to provide quality services in
an efficient, cost-effective, friendly and timely manner
while recognizing the valuable contributions of employees.

City Goal 4: Provide leadership in planning and developing cooperative service arrangements where feasible and
beneficial.

Parks & Recreation’s Role: The Parks and Recreation
Department is strategically positioned within the community, by nature of its role, to develop creative ways
to assist in reaching this goal.

growth. See appendix (pages 80-81).
Implement Trail Town Master Plan that will improve the
community connectivity and safe accessibility to business districts and promote economic development.

Parks and Recreation’s Role: The Parks and Recreation Department has been a forerunner in developing cooperative
service arrangements in a variety of program areas. Working with neighboring communities and agencies has brought
about positive opportunities for our residents and has
strengthened relationships with these partners. We intend
to continue to pursue ways to increase collaboration and cooperation with other agencies that will foster our mission of:

Department strategies include:
• Forming partnerships
• Expanding resources through alternative funding
sources i.e. grants, donations, etc.
• Impacting public policy as it relates to Parks and
Recreation issues that will benefit the community
as a whole.
• Development of a Parks and Recreation Foundation

•

Develop and cultivate partnerships.

•

Providing diversified recreational and educational experiences and

•

City Goal 2: Pursue a variety of strategies to diversify
the economic base to reduce reliance on revenue from
industrial properties and to insure financial stability for
the community.

Efficiently utilizing resources and demonstrating fiscal
responsibility.

•

Partnering with Trenton Public Schools to capitalize on
planned millage improvements for community-wide use.

City Goal 3: Promote diverse uses in commercial areas
of the city.
Parks & Recreation’s Role: Through planned special
events, programs and promotions, the Parks and Recreation Department can address goals 2 and 3 collectively
by enhancing the economic growth of commercial
areas.
•

Through the vast array of special events and programs that the Department offers, an economic
impact study can be conducted to provide statistics
that can be used to attract business to Trenton.

•

Events also make Trenton a destination site that
attract outside visitors to the community, in turn
spending dollars that translate into economic
growth potential.

•

Implement Placemaking strategies that will enhance the livability and appeal of the community
to encourage potential business development and
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Department Goals and Objectives
The Parks and Recreation Department utilized a number of
resources to determine the department goals and objectives
for the next five years. These resources included: community demographic and physical characteristics, public input
data, comparison to national standards, staff evaluation
of existing facilities and services and Department Strategic
Plan.
The Recreation Commission assisted Department Staff in
analyzing the data provided to develop the goals and objectives outlined below. The results of this effort are presented
in the following statement of Goals & Objectives, Recreation
Priorities with a related Capital Improvement Program and
General Recommendations.

Goals & Objectives
1. Promote an Active Community through Health and
Wellness Opportunities
• Continue to develop and expand upon a series of walking/biking/fitness trails (DLGI & Iron Belle) that connect
areas of the city to encourage an active community.
•

Pursue options for providing a fitness facility/community center for all ages, including indoor track and gymnasium, that will build a sound foundation for improving
community health and wellness.

•

Continue to expand and foster the Healthy Trenton Coalition to affect positive change in the culture of health.

•

Continue to foster the community garden outreach and
develop sustainable funding mechanism.
Demographic Support

•

According to SEMCOG projections, the senior population is the fastest growing segment within the city,
which is expected to increase by 35% by the year 2040.
Developing a well-rounded health and wellness program
is key to supporting a healthy and active aging community. This has also been address in the Trenton Resiliency
Master Plan. (See appendix )

2. Protect Environmental Resources
• Enhance waterfront usage and accessibility through
continued ecological repair and environmentally friendly
public access. (i.e. Kayak and boat launch, wetland development, storm run-off mitigation)
•

Preserve and reclaim open space.

•

Provide programs and facilities that satisfy recreation
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needs, but also contribute to the environmental quality
of the community. (i.e. nature-based play areas)
•

Work with private land owners to encourage wise management practices that protect and enhance the waterway resources within the city. (Refer to Resiliency Master
Plan)

•

Form public/private partnerships to gain public access to
the waterway resources within the community.

•

Encourage wetland development & preservation to
encourage environmental resiliency. (Resiliency Master
Plan)

•

Increase tree canopy in parks and green spaces to improve environmental health.

•

Utilize impervious materials in park planning and design.

Demographic Support
•

The second largest land use category in Trenton is
industrial land use. It is important to work with industry
partners to encourage effective environmental quality
measures and brownfield redevelopment for the overall
environmental health of the community. Refer to Trenton’s Coastal Resiliency Master Plan.

3. Develop and Cultivate Partnerships
•

Work with community groups, organizations and neighborhood associations to implement an “Adopt a Park”
Program.

•

Continue cooperation with the Trenton Public School
district in the planning, programming and sharing of
facilities.

•

Actively pursue and cultivate relationships with allied
agencies, media, businesses, and neighboring communities to share services and resources.

Demographic Support
•

The 2010 census shows that the median household income has seen a 15.5% decrease from the previous census. As well, the 2010 census shows the median housing
value decreasing 11%. This decrease has a direct correlation with the city budget. Pursuing creative partnerships
with other agencies and organizations to share resources
is essential for preserving quality services.

Goals and Objectives Continued
4. Be Good Stewards of Public Resources by
Effectively Managing, Maintaining and Upgrading Existing
Facilities for all users
• Continue a yearly park tour assessment with Recreation
Commission & staff to analyze existing parks and amenities
to ensure the design offerings meet the needs of the community based upon current demographics and trends.
•

Develop an understanding of how each park contributes
individually and collectively to the overall needs of the
community.

•

Maximize the use of parks and recreation facilities by
upgrading existing facilities and equipment based upon the
development of park assessment guidelines, which will address when renovation should or should not be considered.

•

Increase the accessibility to parks, recreation facilities, and
programs by citizens, particularly for youth, young adults,
families, elderly and persons with disabilities.

•

Consider the cost and ability of maintenance and operation in designing and locating new recreation facilities.
Projections of costs should be compared to future revenue
projections for the life of the facilities.

Demographic Support
•

According to Census Bureau’s data, approximately 10.2% of
the city’s population, aged 18 to 64, has some type of mobility or self-care limitations. 38% of all seniors in Trenton
are challenged with some form of disability. In addition,
other citizens face some sort of temporary disability during their lifetime. With this in mind, as stewards of public
resources it is imperative that accessibility measures to our
public resources be of highest priority for all residents.

5. Efficiently Utilize Resources and Demonstrate Fiscal Responsibility
• Develop parks and recreation programs and facilities that
are based on a sound fiscal policy.
•

Explore alternative funding sources such as the use of partnerships, state and federal funding programs, donations,
and grants.

•

Conduct a cost-recovery analysis on all programs to ensure
fiscal responsibility.

•

Develop a Foundation for Parks and Recreation

Demographic Support
•

The 2010 census shows that the median household
income has seen a 15.5% decrease from the previous census. As well, the 2010 census shows the median housing value decreasing 11%. This decrease
has a direct correlation with the city budget. Pursuing alternative funding sources while developing
fiscally responsible department policies is necessary.

6. Improve Marketing and Communication
• Develop technology–based opportunities for improved efficiency and enhanced means of communication. Examples include: upgrading technology
hardware and registration software with industry
trends, e-newsletters, website, phone apps, social
media.
•

Provide staff training to enable efficient use of new
advancements in technology.

•

Continue to promote activities and special events
sponsored by the Trenton Parks and Recreation
Department and local organizations using all types
of media.

Demographic Support:
• The 2010 census shows the level of higher education attainment in Trenton has increased nearly 5%
since the last census and those not completing High
School has decreased 3%. These statistics, combined
with the overall trend in increasing education-based
economy, lends support for improving technologybased communication.
7. Foster Human Development by Expanding
Diversified Recreation Opportunities
• Assess current programming to ensure it is meeting
the needs of the community based on forecasted
trends identified, population assessment and facility
availability.
•

Develop additional year-round diversified programs
as needed for all ages of the community based on
forecasted trends identified, population assessment
and facility availability.

•

Utilize resiliency plan as a guide to develop new programs and services to affect positive change.

•

Continue to evaluate all programs for viability.
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Goals and Objectives Cont.
Demographic Support
•

An analysis of city demographic data, including
population, gender, age, racial and ethnic composition, education, income and housing trends,
must be utilized in the planning process to
ensure the recreational needs of the community
are being met. (See Resiliency Master Plan)

8. Continue the Planning Process
• Hold focus groups and use public survey tools
on a regular basis to gain valuable public input
on specific area of the department.
•

•

Utilize best practices to set benchmarks and
institute performance measures to document
the effectiveness of existing parks, facilities,
programs and services and the need for those
proposed.
Review both the master plan and department
strategic plans yearly to evaluate department
direction and progress.

Demographic Support
•

Continuing to monitor the city demographics for
any significant changes is an important practice
in the ongoing planning process for the Parks
and Recreation Department to keep on-track
with community needs.

Recreation Priorities

The Parks and Recreation Department, along with the Recreation
Advisory Commission, has established the following priorities for
the next five years. These priorities are based on the goals and
objectives, analysis of public input, and identified trends effecting
the community. These priorities general in nature and are not in
order of importance.
Physical Priorities:
• Maintain, upgrade and re-purpose existing parks and facilities
to make them more accessible and usable.
•

Address public priorities identified in survey results.

•

Follow guidelines set in the Resiliency Master Plan to preserve
and positively affect future land use.

•

Work to provide additional programs and facilities to improve
health and wellness.

Administrative Priorities:
• Provide parks and recreational opportunities that address the
identified trends and forecasted changing demographics and
physical environment of the community.
•

Utilize economic and environmental conditions to develop a
maintenance plan to effectively and efficiently maintain and
upgrade existing facilities.

•

Develop and cultivate partnerships, both public and private,
to more effectively deliver quality programs and services.

•

Utilize advancements in technology to improve communication and enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of services
to the community.

Trenton Resiliency Master Plan & Parks and Recreation Role
The City applied in 2015 to the Michigan Association of
Planning (MAP), the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to participate in a
statewide pilot project supporting Master Planning for
Resiliency and Sustainability. It was among six coastal
communities selected, and the Trenton Coast Resiliency
Master Plan project launched in early 2016. This project
was a part of a pilot project to evaluate the effectiveness
of integrating resiliency planning into the existing master
planning process in Michigan. A Resiliency Plan, sometimes also called a Climate Action Plan, is a much newer
concept originating in the 1990s. The goal of this type of
plan is to examine City systems in the context of potential change, specifically climate change, to determine
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ways of avoiding, mitigating, and recovering from stresses
and strains. This report examines three dimensions of the
planning context individually: the social aspect, focusing
on people; the economic aspect, focusing on land; and the
physical aspect, focusing on structures and systems viewed
through the lens of six characteristics of resiliency. These
characteristics identify a safe and resilient community as:

•
•
•

Knowledgeable and healthy. It has the ability to assess,
manage and monitor its risks. It can learn new skills and
build on past experiences.
Organized. It has the capacity to identify problems,
establish priorities and act.
Connected. It has relationships with external actors who
provide a wider supportive environment, and supply
goods and services when needed.

Trenton Resiliency Master Plan & Parks and Recreation Role
•
•

•

Having infrastructure and services. It has strong housing,
transport, power, water and sanitation systems. It has the
ability to maintain, repair and renovate them.
Having economic opportunities. It has a diverse range of
employment opportunities, income and financial services.
It is flexible, resourceful and has the capacity to accept
uncertainty and respond (proactively) to change.
Can manage its natural assets. It recognizes their value and
has the ability to protect, enhance and maintain them.

The plan addresses areas in which the department of Parks
and Recreation can play a significant role in plan implementation to positively affect a resilient Trenton. Specifically, positively affecting community health through the Healthy Trenton
Coalition and the subsequent resources offered through this
initiative, including programs, events and services. Building
on social capital, which refers to interpersonal networks of
relationships among people who live and work together for a
healthy, connected community (i.e. service clubs, adult social
clubs, and city-sponsored programs.)
When it comes to physical aspects, structures and systems,
Parks and Recreation can help address transportation network
deficiencies through improving and building upon non-motorized transportation facilities (trails) and improve community
walkability score, which will promote a healthy community,
improving quality of life and contributing to a more sustainable City.
The following are physical goals that are cited in the plan,
which correlate well with the parks and recreation goals and
strategies.
Physical Goal 1: Redevelop the waterfront so that it becomes
a community asset that provides business and recreational
space

•
•

Promote the riverfront as an ecotourism destination
Convert all vacant sites into anchor institutions, businesses, parks/green spaces, and educational or medical
facilities

Physical Goal 2: Develop and improve infrastructure for recreational and functional uses

•
•

Promote the integration of sustainable infrastructure
within planned infrastructure improvements
Develop recreational trails, facilities, and green spaces to
attract young residents/ families, improve recreational
opportunities for the community, enhance tourism, and
absorb environmental stressors

Tree canopy coverage relates to the overall health
of the community. Urban forests, which are identified by the U.S. Forest Service as urban parks, street
trees, landscaped boulevards, river promenades,
wetlands, nature preserves, natural areas, greenways
/ greenbelts, and even trees on industrial brownfield
sites , can all have an impact on the health of a community. This definition includes the majority of tree
canopy coverage found within Trenton. Higher tree
canopy coverage in the form of urban forests have
been shown to reduce overall expenditures for mental
health, implying that mental health issues are reduced
by the presence of trees, and stress and depression
levels are reduced by forests and trees as well.
Environmental water
The City’s relationship to the Detroit River and inclusion in the Coastal Management Zone Boundary is an
exceptionally important consideration for resiliency
planning.
Trenton has 12.93 miles of surface water shoreline
(rivers, drains, etc.). Just over half of that shoreline
(6.85 miles, or 53%) is protected by a swath of vegetation that serves as a buffer between the land and the
waterbody. These vegetative buffers slow and clean
runoff entering the water body, absorb floodwaters,
and form a physical barrier that prevents the construction of damage-prone structures.
A current best practice is the institution of a 25- or 50foot vegetative buffer around all surface water. Elizabeth Park and the land surrounding the Frank and Poet
Drain are excellent examples of vegetative buffering
which double as recreation and open space.
Wetland preservation
Wetland preservation is an important indicator for
natural health within any community. Wetlands are essential, acting to absorb water in major storm events,
which is beneficial for the Trenton area as runoff from
excessive water events have polluted waterbodies
in the past, particularly including the Frank and Poet
Drain. Wetlands constitute a small portion of lands
within the City: just 1.3% is forested wetland (62
acres), and 1.54% emergent wetlands (74 acres). Still,
many sites for restoration efforts have been identified
within the industrial lands in the south and southeast,
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Trenton Resiliency Master Plan & Parks and Recreation Role
surrounding the Frank and Poet Drain and the Trenton
Channel, as well as some areas within the northeast
industrial lands. Efforts to preserve and restore wetlands
have already occurred in the Detroit River International
Wildlife Refuge at both the Humbug Marsh Unit and the
future site of the Refuge Welcome Center, each within City
boundaries.
Wildlife habitat and diversity
The diversity of wildlife in Trenton is astounding. Although
much of the City is developed, urban spaces and the influence of the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge
is beneficial for the habitats and species found in the
Trenton area. The Humbug Marsh Unit located in the City
has been called a “hotspot of biodiversity in this urban
landscape” and was designated as Michigan’s first wetland
of international importance. A variety of plants, waterfowl
and migratory birds, reptiles and amphibians, fisheries,
and dragonflies, constitute this ecosystem and represent
many different habitats indigenous to this area.
When it comes to economic aspects, Recreation and
Tourism opportunities are sited. The Parks and Recreation
department can help capitalize on these opportunities
through identifying and marketing natural resource assets
for tourism, including land and water trails.

•

Attract new businesses and younger residents/families
without displacing current businesses and residents

Economic Objective: To build a local economy where business
owners property investments are properly protected.
Recommendations for Community Resiliency
Placemaking: The Resiliency Master Plan includes a comprehensive section on Placemaking strategies to advance Trenton’s
resiliency efforts. The Parks and Recreation Department also
addresses Placemaking strategies as an integral component in
the goals and objectives. The Parks and Recreation Department
can work hand-in-hand with the Economic Development Committee to put these strategies in place to promote community
vitality and economic growth to spawn a resilient community.
Action Plan
In addition to the information cited above, the Parks and Recreation Department can plan an important role in the implementation of the Resiliency Master Plan - Action Plan. The action
plan discusses practices that can serve as a guide for how to
advance Trenton’s resiliency efforts. The Parks and Recreation
Department can play an important role in the implementation
of these principles to affect a resilient community. Below are
some of the practices that were cited in the plan where by the
department can play a role.

The following economic goals were cited in the plan,
which correlate well with the parks and recreation goals
and strategies.

Trenton is Knowledgeable and Healthy

Economic Goal 1: To have a thriving, walkable downtown
with diverse retail, entertainment, and dining options

Trenton is Connected

•
•
•

Improve business recruitment to attract out-of-thebox businesses
Promote events in Trenton to a wider audience
Revitalize the downtown and strengthen community
assets

Economic Goal 2: Remediate contaminated industrial sites
and rebuild the site to accommodate environmentally sensitive industry

•
•

Convert industrial properties to new uses that align
with the sustainable future of Trenton, such as “ed &
med” facilities, mixed-use developments
Create incentives to attract new developers

Economic Goal 3: Increase the tax base to strengthen
neighborhoods and the local economy
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Trenton is Organized
Trenton has Infrastructure and Services
Trenton Can Manage its Natural Resources
Trenton Has Economic Opportunities
A Strong Sustainable Economy
Future Land Use Classification
Parks/Preservation Areas
Schools/Public/Quasi Public
Redevelopment Area
Activity Centers
Zoning Plan
A complete copy of the Trenton Coast Resiliency Master Plan
can be found in Appendix .
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DNR Recreation Grant Inventory
The following is a list of parks that were partially or
completely acquired and/or developed with Department of Natural Resources recreation grant funds.
These funds include: the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund,
the Clean Michigan Initiative Recreation Bond Fund
and the 1988 Recreation Bond Fund.
This information was obtained through the Michigan
Department of Natural Resource Grants Division. The
City Engineering Department was also consulted to
provide additional background information for each
project.
The City of Trenton has also benefited from a variety
of grants that were obtained by non-profit groups
and organizations and partner agencies, such as The
Friends of the Detroit River, The National Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Downtown Development Authority and the Wayne County Park Millage Grant Program.

Trenton Parks and Recreation DNR Grant History
Project
Number
26-00159

Project Title

Project Description

Tefend Park

Grant
Amount
Acquire land to be used for picnicking, tennis, game area, playground $11,400.00

Project
Year
withdrawn

26-00166

Tefend Park

Acquire land to be used for picnicking, tennis, game area, playground $21,658.12

1968

26-00370

Harrison Riverfront Park

Acquire 1.97 acres to be used for public outdoor recreation purposes

$57,000.00

1972

26-00675

Harrison Riverfront Park

$65,507.00

1975

26-00759

Harrison Park Acquisition

Site preparation parking, boat launch, shuffleboard court, lighting,
restroom/shelter, utilities, landscaping, picnic area, and LWCF sign
Acquire 2 acres for outdoor recreation

$70,511.00

1976

26-07023 S3

Affholter Park

3 lighted tennis courts, picnic equipment, playground, LWCF sign

$17,623.11

1977

26-01081

Harrison Street Fishing Pier

Develop fishing facility pier

$70,511.00

1979

TF91-191

Rotary Park Improvements

Improvements made to existing boat launch and shoreline

$75,000.00

1991

BF91-192

Westfield Center Improvements Addition to and renovation of exisiting building

$180,000.00

1991

RP13-479

Haas Park Improvements

New Playground Equipment, picnic shelter & connected pathways

$45,000.00

2015

IBTCH 18-08

W. Jefferson Trail Project

Completion of 1 mile stretch of DLGI and Iron Belle Trail

$120,000.00

2018
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Chapter
8
Action Plan

The following table provides a status report of capital
used as a starting point in developing the new Capital
improvement projects that were proposed in the 2013Improvement Program for the 2018-2022 Master Plan.
2017 Parks and Recreation Master Plan. This table was
Status Report for 2013-2017 Master Plan Capital Improvement Program
Proposed Project
Completed
Cost
Comments
Ball Field Improvements

Limited maintenance work has been done on fields. Backstops at Affholter, N & S
McLouth and Kennedy are slated for removal in 2018.

Cultural Center Complex Improvements

Partial

House resided and new roof, patio improvements slated for 2018.

Haas Park Improvements

Complete

Addition of new playground equipment, picnic shelter and connected pathways
completed in 2013 through Passport Grant & WCP Millage Grant

Health & Wellness Fitness Facility

n/a

Long-term improvement

Kennedy Aquatic Center Improvements

Complete

Remarcite pool, shade covering, grassy knoll, new fencing, concession upgrades,
lockerroom reorganization improvements, energy conservation plan implementation including replacement of heaters, lighting and filter upgrades.

Kennedy Recreation Center Improvements

on going

Off-street Parking Improvements/Development

on going

Parking lot at Tefend has been regraded into gravel lot.

Park Accessibility Improvements

on going

Improvements made at Lexington, Kennedy N., Teifer, Rotary. Improvements budgeted at Slocum, Syckelmoore, Cambridge, N. McLouth, Tefend & Affholter in 2018.

Picnic Shelter Improvements

n/a

New concrete surfacing completed at N. McLouth in spring 2018. Lions park
received gravel base upgrades. Tefend surfacing will be redone in 2018.

Playground Renovation/Improvements

Partial

Haas received upgrades. Syckelmoore, Cambridge, N. McLouth, Lions, slated for
upgrades in 2018.

$65,000

Implemented energy conservation plan exceeding estimated energy savings, new
flooring in Practice and Teifer Arenas, new Zamboni in 2015 additional machine on
order in 2018.

Registration/Reservation/Point of Sale Software On going

Looking at new software to keep current with technological advancements

Rotary Park Pier & Boardwalk Improvements

Budgeted

FY19 Budget includes funding for boardwalk replacement & Pier repairs.

Teifer Building Assessment/Renovations

Complete

Building was razed in 2014

Trails and Walking/Biking Connecting Paths

On going

Waterfront Development for Public Use

n/a

Improvements have been made at Wayne County Elizabeth Park with shoreline
restoration and new kayak launch

Westfield Activities Center Improvements

on going

Feasibility study was conducted in 2018. Forensic architect report pending for final
determination of building improvement direction.

$600,000+

Installation of sharrow lane markings on Harrison & Riverside Dr. Repaving of Frank
& Poet Bike Path slated for 2018. West Jefferson Connector from Elizabeth Park to
DRIWR completed September 2018.
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Capital Improvement Program
The following is a list of capital projects that have been identified as a result of the planning process. Each item is tied to a
parks and recreation goal and/or key trend that has been identified in the department strategic plan. These items are listed
in alphabetical order, not in order of priority. The costs listed are merely estimates. More exact costs can be determined
through the project planning and development process.

Ball Field Improvements

Goal: 1, 3, 4, 7 Trend: 1C, 3B, 5A
Estimated Cost: TBD
Most of Trenton’s ballfield infrastructure is original to the park
system, many of which have seen only minor improvements
over the years. The most recent improvement was made at Slocum field in the fall of 2012 through a partnership with Wayne
County Millage Grant and the Trenton Baseball Association. This
type of partnership and cooperation is essential to advance the
ballfield improvement project. Ballfields at Affholter, Kennedy,
N. & S. McLouth have been removed due to poor condition and
subsequent lack of use. This reduction in fields allows for the city
to focus additional resources to remaining fields including: Lathrop, Tefend, Lions and Teifer. Replacement of backstops, fencing,
infield grading and material, dugouts, player and spectator seating and accessibility are improvements that are needed. Many
of these fields are currently not easily accessible due to their
location within the park. Adding accessible pathways is needed.
Based on community survey results and the increasing numbers
in youth baseball/softball and reduced maintenance staff, the
potential for creating a baseball complex at one central location
should be explored. This would reduce maintenance, increase
potential for tournament usage and generate revenue through
profit centers such as concession stand, as well as, eliminate
need for some of the existing non-accessible fields.

Cultural Center Complex Improvements

Goal: 2, 4, 7, 8 Trend: 2C, 5A, 5B
Estimated Cost: TBD
Historic preservation is a key trend that has been identified to
sustain community vitality. As with other historic buildings,
the Trenton Cultural Center and Barn are a unique asset to the
community and must be preserved. In 2015, the exterior of the
farm house was resided and the roof reshingled. At the same
time, the building crawl space was insulated and holes sealed. In
addition, repair work was completed in summer 2018 to repair
and replace the main entrance patio and approach. A group of
dedicated volunteer gardeners have turned the outdoor garden
space into a community showplace, from the formal garden,
children’s garden and community vegetable garden. Additional
upgrades to outdoor electrical, performance stage, tables and
chairs, parking lot resurfacing and green house including caulking glass panels are required. An engineering study on the barn
should be considered to determine the structural needs of the
facility for preservation. Pursuing grant monies for historic preservation should be considered.
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Health & Wellness Fitness/Community Center

Goal: 1, 4, 5, 7, 8
Trend: 1A-C, 2C, 5F
Estimated Cost: TBD
A reoccurring theme from the public opinion survey
continues to be the desire for more access to health
and wellness related facilities and activities. Ranked
third among the most desired future facility was
the development of a Health and Fitness Facility/
Community Center. This public response validates
the departments goal to promote an active community through health and wellness opportunities.
A state-of-the-art fitness facility, with amenities such
as indoor track, fitness equipment, gymnasium,
aerobic studio, would satisfy the community call for
healthy lifestyle opportunities. The addition of meeting room and kitchen facilities would increase the
usability and programming options. Creative options
should be explored to provide such services to the
residents including partnerships with the Trenton
Public Schools and other agencies.

Kennedy Aquatic Center Improvements

Goal: 1, 4, 7
Trend: 1A, 1C, 4C
Estimated Cost: TBD
The Kennedy Aquatic Center continues to be a high
priority for residents according the public survey. In
order to retain existing and entice potential aquatic
center patrons, it is important to keep the facility
fresh and exciting. Several improvements have been
made over the past 5 years, including the addition
of shade areas both natural and man-made, Marcite
resurfacing, new interior fencing, upgrades to the
concession area and the creation of storage areas in
bath house facility. Energy efficiency upgrades were
also completed as part of the Honeywell project. Installation of a new sound system to communicate effectively with patrons is needed. Additional improvements to the bath house to accommodate a family
changing area is desired. In addition, the filtration
system is nearly 20 years old and showing signs of
failure and needs to be addressed. As well, replacing
water slide in future is desired. Repair work to pool
deck concrete is also needed.

Capital Improvement Program
Kennedy Recreation Center Improvements

Goal: 1, 4, 6
Trend: 4A, 5A
Estimated Cost: TBD
An energy conservation plan, implemented at the Kennedy
Recreation Center in 2015, has proven to be very successful; exceeding all anticipated energy saving benchmarks.
This type of investment in this multi-million dollar facility
is crucial to effectively manage and sustain its use for years
to come. A comprehensive maintenance management
plan outlining a realistic timeline for equipment replacement is warranted. Known items that will need replacing
include the flooring in the McInerny Arena and adjacent
lockerroom and storage spaces. Consideration for full-time
maintenance staff to oversee and maintain equipment
would assist in the overall effective operation of the facility. Upgrades in technology and communication is also
essential for the future vitality and longevity of the facility.
Other items include replacing dasher boards and improving spectator seating.

Off-Street Parking Improvements/Development

Goal: 4, 8 		
Trend: 5A, 5F
Estimated Cost: TBD
Many of our park areas and athletic facilities do not have
sufficient parking for the activities that they support. In
many circumstances, the only parking available near an
athletic field or picnic area is the on-street parking in the
vicinity of the facility. Off-street parking areas would provide a safer environment and also reduce traffic congestion
near many of our park sites. A study of parks and facilities
should be conducted to determine where such parking
is necessary. The development of connective trails could
also be considered to encourage walking/biking from
centralized parking area and/or neighborhoods to reduce
traffic congestion and air pollution, while encouraging
active, healthy lifestyles. In addition, many of the existing
off-street parking lots are deteriorating and are in need of
improvements. These area include, Tefend, Lions, Teifer,
Lathrop, and Affholter.

Park Accessibility Improvements

Goal: 1, 2, 4, 8 Trend: 1A, 2C, 5A, 5F
Estimated Cost: TBD
Over the past 5 years, an effort has been made to improve
park accessibility. However, additional improvements are
still needed. Many of our community and neighborhood
parks are utilized heavily by organized sports, private
picnics, as well as, the adjacent neighborhoods. Many
of these parks are lacking accessible paths leading to the
various park equipment, facilities and spectator seating.
To increase accessibility for all persons, installation of ac-

cess paths to the various park facilities, i.e. ballfields, tennis
courts, picnic shelters etc. is essential. A study of each park
must be done to determine the best means of providing accessibility to the various park facilities. This also may include
the potential relocation of certain park facilities.

Park Shelter Facilities

Goal: 4, 7
Trend: 2C, 5A
Estimated Cost: TBD
Park Picnic Shelters ranked in the top 5 park amenities that
are most important to residents who completed the survey.
Currently, there are five shelters that can be reserved by
residents, located at North McLouth, Meyer Ellias, Tefend,
Haas and Lions Park. Each of these shelters have or will receive surfacing and accessibility upgrades in 2018. Additional improvements needed include picnic table replacement,
grills, and trash receptacles. In addition to the existing picnic
shelters, providing shade facilities in other parks was noted
in community survey responses and should be explored.

Playground/Park Facility Improvements

Goal: 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 Trend: 2C, 5A, 5G
Estimated Cost: TBD
An assessment of all park equipment and facilities was
conducted in the spring of 2018. Through this assessment, it
was noted that some non-compliant equipment still remains and needs to be removed. This equipment is slated
for removal in 2018. Most notable deficiency was the lack
of sufficient safety surfacing at all playgrounds and accessible paths. Plans are in place to address this. Fencing at
most parks is in poor condition and needs to be removed
where applicable or replaced, including tot lots, sport courts
and footbridges. As well, many other park facilities such
as basketball and tennis courts are in need of resurfacing.
Consideration for repurposing unused inline skating surfaces
into pickleball courts is warranted and should be pursued.
Development of additional soccer and lacrosse fields should
be considered. Most recently, the MacArthur Park Master Plan implementation began in 2018 through a Wayne
County Millage grant. This plan was designed to incorporate
a nature-based play elements. This type of program can be
used as a model for other parks in the city. A tree planting
program to increase city’s tree canopy is vital to improving
health of community and aligns with Resiliency plan. Continued assessments of parks based upon neighborhood demographics, accessibility to other area parks, maintenance
plan and cost is necessary. Development of a boundless
play areas that exceed minimum ADA standards designed
to encourage integrated play among all abilities should be
considered. A comprehensive park signage program branding city parks is warranted.
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Capital Improvement Program
Placemaking Implementation

Goal: 6, 8
Trend: 4A-C
Estimated Cost: TBD
The Resiliency Master Plan includes a comprehensive section
on Placemaking strategies to advance Trenton’s resiliency
efforts. The Parks and Recreation Department also addresses
Placemaking strategies as an integral component in the goals
and objectives. The Parks and Recreation Department will
work hand-in-hand with the Economic Development Committee to develop and implement specific strategies and action
steps to promote community vitality and economic growth to
spawn a resilient community.

Technology Upgrades

Goal: 5, 6 		
Trend: 4A-C
Estimated Cost: TBD
An ongoing need is to plan for the every-changing and improving Information Technology Systems in order to keep current
with connectivity trends. With this in mind, the need for
upgrading infrastructure, computer hardware, security cameras, as well as, registration software programs is essential. In
addition, advancements in communication systems, including
web-based, mobile-friendly, texting options, email and phone
systems is a priority. Consideration must be given for proper
staff training and marketing to users. Exploring the potential
of partnership with a neighboring community to share the
software program can be considered.

Rotary Park Facility Improvements

Goal: 2, 4
Trend: 1A-C, 5A, 5C, 5E, 5F
Estimated Cost: TBD
The cement pier at Rotary Park was installed through a land
and water grant in 1978. Over the years, the pier has experienced wear and decay. Plans are to acquire an engineering
study to determine the most appropriate means to address
the problem and make necessary improvements. In addition
to the pier, shoreline stabilization and improvements to the
wooden boardwalk along the riverfront, constructed in 1995,
is budgeted for replacement in FY19. The boat launch facility
is currently insufficient due to high water level and needs to
be modified or replaced. Also, improvements to the sanitation
system of the seasonal restroom facility is needed.

Trail Development/Connectivity & Trail Town Master
Plan Implementation

Goal: 1, 2, 6, 7 Trend: 1A-C, 2C, 5C, 5F
Estimated Cost: TBD
The number one facility for future consideration from the
public input received during the planning process was the
development of more walking/biking trails and paths. This
trend validates our goal of creating a community positively
positioned to realize healthy and active lifestyles. A great
deal of work has been done in this regard over the past
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5 years. Continuing to develop walking/biking trails within
existing parks as well as connective paths between neighborhoods would improve Trenton’s walkability and move it
closer to the goal of becoming a more active, healthy community. Further expansion and connectivity to the Downriver
linked greenways and Iron Belle Trail and west to adjacent
communities will improve safety and strengthen regional
identity. The addition of wayfinding signage, bicycle racks and
repair stations, water stations and park benches, strategically
placed along such paths, will provide needed amenities for
trail users. A coordinated effort to implement the Trail Town
Master Plan is critical to realize the full benefit of the trail
system for the community.

Waterfront Development/Access for Public Use

Goal: 1, 2
Trend: 1A-C, 5C, 5D, 5F
Estimated Cost: TBD
Waterfront development/access for public use tied for first with
trails for the most important item to consider for future development. With the increased interest in developing water trails,
and improved access for kayaking, exploration of the Detroit
River has increased. In addition, the high quality of fishing in the
area, renowned throughout the country, attracts thousands of
fishermen to the area throughout the year. The International
Wildlife Refuge and Elizabeth Park shoreline restoration and
accessible kayak launch, are exciting projects that will further
improve public usage and access to this precious natural resource. Consideration for public access with any future public/
private development along the riverfront should be given. Kayak
landing facility/rest stops in the downtown area will promote
Trail town and provide important access to businesses (see Trail
Town Master Plan). Developing a natural wetland/prairie garden
at Meyer Ellias Park and expanding areas along the Frank & Poet
Drain ties in well with the city’s resiliency plan. Continuing to
make waterfront access, ecological recovery, and environmental
improvements a high priority is essential.

Westfield Activities Center Improvements

Goal: 4, 6, 7, 8 Trend: 1A, 2C, 4A-C
Estimated Cost: TBD
This facility is utilized heavily by Trenton’s senior population
during the day-time hours and by the community in the evenings and weekends for both public and private functions. Expanded in 1997, the facility has not seen any major upgrades
since and is in desperate need of renovation. An architectural
and engineering study was conducted to determine options
for renovations. This study uncovered some potential structural issues to the building that require further examination
with a forensic architectural study. Once this study is complete, slated for late 2018, city officials can determine the
best options for renovation of this facility to meet the needs
of the community moving forward.

Park Priority List
Classification: DM - Deferred Maintenance, S - Safety, C - Capital Improvement
Trenton Parks Priority List

Class

Priority

Contract/In House

Safety

Remove play equipment at Kennedy South
Add playground surfacing to level standard
Replace Footbridge fencing
Remove Backstop & seed infield
Replace damaged fencing on Inline Skating Rink
Remove Grafitti on play equipment

DM/S
S
DM
DM
DM
DM

1
1
2
2
3
2

In House
In House
Contract
Contract
Contract
In House

Add playground surfacing to level standard
Remove Ballfield and seed infield
remove practice tennis board
replace parking lot guardrails
Tennis Court Resurfacing & fence replacement
Parking Lot Resurfacing or grading
Install hard‐surfaced path to play equipment

S
DM
DM
DM
C
C
C

1
2
2
2
3
4
4

In House
Contract
In House
In House
Contract
Contract
Contract

Remove damaged fencing
Remove vegetation from property line fence

S
DM

1
3

In House
In House

Install playground boarder timbers and mulch
Remove outdated swing set
Install new swing set
Reset park bench
Install hard‐surfaced path to play equipment

C/S
S
C
DM
C

1
1
2
3
4

Contract
In House
Contract
In House
Contract

5,000.00

Install playground boarder timbers and mulch
Replace perimeter chain link fencing
Remove outdated swing set
Install new swing set
Strip and repaint picnic table
Install hard‐surfaced path to play equipment

C/S
C
DM
C
DM
C

1
2
2
2
2
4

Contract
Contract
In House
Contract
In House
Contract

5,000.00

Add playground surfacing to level standard
Reset playground boarder timbers
Replace Footbridge fencing

S
DM
DM

1
2
2

In House
In House
Contract

500.00

Add playground surfacing to level standard
Install Picnic Shelter Surfacing
New Picnic Tables
Add connective pathway to ballfield
Install hard‐surfaced path to play equipment
Remove diapidated basketball court
Resurface Tennis Courts & fence repair
Repurpose Inline Skate area
Parking Lot Resurfacing or grading

S
C
C
C
C
DM
C
C
C

1
2
2
2
2
2
4
4
4

In House
Contract
In House
Contract
Contract
In House
Contract
Contract
Contract

500.00

Extend protective fencing for player benches
Replace bleachers and install concrete base
Install accessible pathways

C
C
C

2
3
4

Contract
In House/contract
Contract

Install playground boarder timbers and mulch
Install barrier between parking & playground
Replace bleachers and add concrete pad
Install Picnic Shelter Surfacing
Expand and grade parking area
Replace player benches and repair concrete
Install connective pathway to ballfields

C/S
S
C
C
DM
DM
C

1
1
2
2
2
2
4

Contract
In House
In House/Contract
Contract
In House
In House/Contract
Contract

Remove non‐compliant play equipment
Add new swing set
Reseal basketball court & paint lines
Remove dilapidated backstop fencing

S
C
DM
DM

1
3
3
3

In House
Contract
Contract
In House

S

1

In House

Priority 1

Priority 2

Priority 3

Priority 4

Kennedy Park
500.00
6,500.00
1,500.00
7,500.00

Affholter Park
500.00
1,500.00

60,000.00
36,000.00
1,000.00

Cora Tot Lot

Sycklemoore Tot Lot

3,500.00
1,000.00

Emeline Tot Lot (Private Property)
9,000.00
3,500.00
1,000.00

Lexington Park

3,000.00

Tefend Park
8,100.00
8,000.00
30,000.00
1,000.00
40,000.00
30,000.00
32,600.00

Lathrop Park
1,000.00
1,000.00
5,000.00

Lions Park
6,500.00
500.00
1,000.00
7,300.00
6,000.00
2,000.00
50,000.00

Williamson
5,000.00

Southwick Square Park
Remove non‐compliant playground equipment
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Park Priority List
Trenton Parks Priority List
Teifer Park

Class

Priority

Contract/In House

Safety

Install playground surfacing to standard
Repair cracked sidewalks
Install hard‐surfaced path to play equipment
Replace bleachers and install concrete pad
Resurface/repurpose inline skate area
Install connective pathways to ballfield
Replace outfield fence

S
DM
C
C
C
C
C

1
2
3
3
3
4
4

In House
Contract
Contract
In House/Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract

1,000.00

Add playground surfacing to level standard
Install hard‐surfaced path to play equipment
Replace bleacher and install concrete pad
Replace player benches
Repair tennis courts/add stanchion nets
Install sidewalk along Harrison
Install basketball standard and paint lines
Install connective pathways to park facilities

S
C
C
C
DM
C
C
C

1
2
3
3
3
4
4
4

In House
Contract
In House/Contract
In House
In House/Contract
Contract
In House/Contract
Contract

1,000.00

Replace dilapidated wooden boardwalk
Address erosion issues
Add playground surfacing to level standard
Resurface concrete slabs on fishing piers
Install hard‐surfaced path to play equipment
Update seasonal bathroom systems

C
C
S
C
C
C

1
1
1
2
4
4

Contract
Contract
In House
Contract
Contract
Contract

Install an accessible hardsurface path to shelter
Remove dilapidated basketball court
Create natural wetland habitat area

C
DM
C

2
3
4

Contract
In House
In House

Add playground surfacing to level standard
Resurface/repurpose basketball & inline skate
Add new picnic tables to shelter
Repair or remove perimeter fencing

S
C
C
DM

1
3
2
3

In House
Contract
In House
In House

500.00

Install playground boarder timbers and mulch
Replace outdated swing set
Install hard‐surfaced path to play equipment
Repair perimeter fencing

C/S
C
C
DM

1
2
4
4

Contract
Contract
Contract
In House

6,000.00

Resurface dilapidated picnic shelter base
Install playground boarder timbers and mulch
Repair accessible playground ramp
repair/install fencing on N. footbridge

C
C/S
DM
DM

1
1
2
2

Contract
Contract
In House
Contract

DM/S
DM
C

1
2
4

Contract
Contract
Contract

Priority 1

Priority 2

Priority 3

Priority 4

1,200.00
3,000.00
2,000.00
30,000.00
9,000.00
10,000.00

Slocum Park
7,500.00
500.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
15,000.00
1,500.00
15,000.00

Rotary Park
25,000.00
500.00
45,000.00
1,000.00

Meyer Ellias Park
15,000.00
4,000.00

Haas Park
45,000.00
8,000.00

Cambridge Tot Lot
3,500.00
1,000.00

North McLouth Park
7,500.00
5,000.00
2,000.00

South McLouth Park
Replace fencing on Northfield bridge
Remove ball diamond backstops & seed
Repurpose old basketball surface

1,500.00
3,000.00

62,000.00

106,100.00

85,500.00

148,500.00

$ 168,100.00 approved in account 402‐691‐988.028

Summary
Contracted Estimates
In House Estimates
Total

Safety
56,500.00
5,500.00
62,000.00

Priority 1
106,100.00
0
106,100.00

Priority 2

Priority 3

tranfer from 101‐265‐989.006
Priority 4
Total
617,700.00

64,500.00

143,000.00

247,600.00

21,000.00

5,500.00

5,500.00

37,500.00

85,500.00

148,500.00

253,100.00

655,200.00

`
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253,100.00

655,200.00

Chapter
9
Local Adoption of Master Plan
As with any comprehensive plan, it is important to
obtain approval from governing bodies. This not
only is required by the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources, it also serves as validation and affirmation of the future direction of Parks
and Recreation for the next 5 years and beyond.
The Parks and Recreation Master Plan was presented
to the Recreation Commission and Planning commission at their respective September 2018 meetings.
A power point presentation gave an overview of the
plan content and highlighted points of interest. A
copy of the commission minutes are located in the
appendix.
A public hearing was set by city council for Monday,
September 17, 2018 at 6:45 p.m. and was advertised
on the city website, City Hall and City Library. The
plan was available for public review one month prior
to the public hearing meeting at Office of the City
Clerk located in Trenton City Hall. At the public hearing, the plan was summarized by Parks and Recreation staff and questions were addressed. A copy of
the public hearing notice and meeting minutes can
be found in the appendix.

Parks and Recreation

Master Plan
2018 - 2022

Trenton, MI

At the regular city council meeting on September 17,
2018, Parks and Recreation Department requested
approval of the 2018-2022 Master Plan. The plan
was officially adopted through the unanimous approval of a resolution to that effect. A copy of the
resolution and council approval is located in the
appendix.
The plan was forwarded to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Grants Division and South
East Michigan Council of Governors (SEMCOG), and
Wayne County Parks Commission for their review
and approval. Copies of the accompanying letters
can be found in the appendix.
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Recreation Commission Plan Adoption
RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
September 12, 2018– 6:00 p.m. ‐ MINUTES
I.
II.
III.

IV.
V.

VI.
VII.
VIII.

IX.

X.
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Members Present: Bud Ennis, Ilene Flanagan, John MacDonald, Bob Watkowski, Linda Kell, Sam Sawnick
Members Excused: Marianne Robinson, Mark Gilstorf, Bob Wade
Others Present: Joann Gonyea, Tim Beaker, Carol Garrison, Hannah Wojtala, Nick Taurence
Approval of Minutes, May 15, 2018
A. Motion by Ilene Flanagan, seconded by John MacDonald to approve the May 15, 2018 minutes. Motion carried.
Master Plan Review/Approval
A. Joann Gonyea presented the Master Plan to the Committee for their review and approval. A motion by Bob
Watkowski, seconded by John MacDonald to approve the 2018‐2022 Parks and Recreation Mater Plan. Motion
carried unanimously.
Contracted/Independent Instructors Policy Review
A. Motion by Bob Watkowski, seconded by Ilene Flanagan to approve the Contracted Instructor policy pending the
addition of a background check approval insert. Motion carried.
Staff/Program Updates
A. Summer Review
i. Carol reported on the success of the 2018 Summer Senior Olympics. She is currently working on
completing the financial reports for the event. The 2019 Senior Olympics will be held in Southgate. The
Senior Clubs are currently open for new and continued membership sign‐ups. The Forensic Engineers will
be conducting a study of the Westfield Center on Wednesday, September 12, 2018.
ii. Nick has been working to coordinate the Disc Golf Course construction, which well be taking place Friday,
September 14. The rebuild of the Teifer Rink is complete and is up and running. He is continuing to
schedule the rink and marina staff as well as pool staff over the summer months.
iii. Hannah reported the highs and lows that took place during the summer season. The Cultural Center
Program enrollment was through the roof. A programming survey went out to all parents of participants
for feedback of their experience. The survey results will be a great precursor into next year’s planning
process. The SNAP Program will also be reassessed and changes will be made going into next year. The
Fall/Winter programs are now off and running.
iv. Tim reported that the Kennedy Aquatic Center is officially closed for the season. The summer was
extremely hot which made for a successful season. The aquatic center faced several mechanical issues.
The rebuild of the Teifer Arena also faced a few stumbling blocks but is successfully up and running. The
Trenton Hockey Association is seeing near 300 participants registered for the fall season. The Parks and
Recreation Department will be running the Timbit and Beginner Hockey Programs. Nick will be in charge
of this new transition and will be seeking volunteer coaches to assist.
Kennedy Recreation Center
A. Restaurant Update‐ Hat‐Trick Bar and Grill reopened for the season on Tuesday, September 11 and are committed
to their contract until August 2019. Hours of operation will vary on rink schedule.
Marina Update
IGA renewal‐ The lease agreement is up this December and the City is anticipating that the agreement with be
renewed. Will initiate the process ASAP.
Old Business
A. MacArthur Park Project‐ The Community Build for MacArthur Park saw a great turnout. DTE Energy provided a
generous amount of volunteers as well as equipment. Tree planting is scheduled to take place this fall and
perennials will go in spring 2019.
B. West Jefferson Trail Project‐ Complete! A few areas of the path will need to be stabilized to mitigate erosion. We
would like to schedule a ribbon cutting of the new trail to recognize partnerships. Possibly next spring. Joann is still
looking for suggestions on how best to move forward with the event.
New Business
A. Adopt‐a‐Park‐ Stronghold Lutheran Church in Trenton is interested in adopting Slocum Truax Park.
i. Motion by Bob Watkowski, seconded by Sam Sawnick to approve the adoption of Slocum Truax Park by
Stronghold Church.
B. Kennedy/Williamson Park‐ A quote was received for Kennedy Park to update the non‐compliant park equipment
which totaled $20,800. And a quote for updating the non‐compliant equipment at Williamson Park totaled
$18,300.
i. Motion by Bob Watkowski, seconded by Ilene Flanagan to remove the non‐compliant park equipment at
Kennedy and Williamson Parks. Motion carried.
Adjourn
A. Motion by Ilene Flanagan, seconded by Linda Kell to adjourn at 7:34 p.m., motion carried.

Planning Commission Plan Adoption
CITY OF TRENTON
PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
HELD IN THE CAUCUS ROOM OF CITY HALL, CITY OF TRENTON, MI
AT 7:00PM
Meeting of September 12, 2018

A meeting of the Planning Commission was held on Wednesday, September 12, 2018 in the Caucus
Room at Trenton City Hall. The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Chairman, Scott
Cabauatan.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Led by Chairman, Scott Cabauatan.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Commissioners: Blackledge, Castle, Earl, Frost,
Warner and Cabauatan

MEMBERS ABSENT:

Commissioner Ferrante, Boggs and Jocks
A motion was made by Commissioner Frost and seconded by
Commissioner Earl to excuse Commissioners Ferrante, Boggs
Jocks.
Motion was carried unanimously.

AGENDA APPROVAL:

Approval of the agenda for 9/12/18.
Motion was made by Commissioner Earl to approve the agenda
for the 9/12/18 meeting and seconded by Commissioner Blackledge.
Motion was carried unanimously.

OTHERS PRESENT:

Mayor Kyle Stack; Planning Consultant, Ben Tallerico;
Joann Gonyea, Director, Trenton Parks and Recreation;
Cheryl Dye and Mark Nestor.

PUBLIC HEARING(S):

None
1
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Planning Commission Plan Adoption
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Commissioner Blackledge to approve the minutes from
the 7/25/18 meeting and seconded by Chairman Cabauatan.
Motion carried unanimously.

COMMUNICATIONS:

None

PUBLIC TO BE HEARD – NON AGENDA ITEMS:

Cheryl Dye, addressed the Planning Commission,
she thought that the Bubble Puppy was going
to be on the agenda.

OLD BUSINESS:

None

NEW BUSINESS:

Approval of Master Plan for Parks and Recreation
Joann Gonyea, Director of Parks and Recreation
presented a slide show of the Master Plan for
Parks and Recreation.
Identified that the Master Plan is used as a road
map and guide for five (5) years.
A Public Hearing will be held on 9/17/18 of the
Master Plan for Parks and Recreation.
There was a Q & A between the Planning Commission,
Ms. Gonyea and Mayor Kyle Stack.
A motion was made by Commissioner Frost to
recommend approval of the Master Plan for
Parks and Recreation and seconded by
Commissioner Blackledge.
A roll call vote was called by Chairman Cabauatan.
Six (6) yes were cast, approval of the Master Plan
for Parks and Recreation was passed.

2
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Planning Commission Plan Adoption
ASPR UPDATE:

(1) 8-13-19 / 3461 W. Jefferson – Remodel
of gas station and new canopy.
Ben Tallerico, Planning Consultant,
mentioned the ASPR Committee is
working with the applicants to approve
the remodel of the gas station and new
canopy.
(2) 9-22-18 / Petition to divide and Petition
to Combine Property at Vernon Park
Sub and Heatherhill residents.
Ben Tallerico, Planning Consultant,
the ASPR Committee considered
the Petition to divide and Petition to
Combine Property at Vernon Park
Sub and Heatherhill residents.
All applicants were in agreement,
ASPR recommended approval.

COUNCIL LIAISON UPDATE BY NELSON PERUGI: Mayor Stack addressed the Planning
Commission. There may be a buyer for Animal
Crackers, three (3) small shops.
McLouth Steel, a meeting was held at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church.
Items are being responded to.
Riverside, no demo is going to be performed.
An agreement has been met.
COMMITTEE REPORT:

None

MONTHLY REPORT OF THE PLANNING CONSULTANT, BEN TALLERICO:

No report to present. Addressed the clause relating to the vape shop. Will resarch
the item.
3
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Planning Commission Plan Adoption
BUILDING OFFICIAL’S UPDATE, VIRGIL MAIANI:

None

ADDITIONAL REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE AUDIENCE: Mayor Stack
thanked all of the members of the Planning Commission for their work.
ADDITIONAL REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION: None
ADJOURNMENT:

A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Earl and
seconded by Commissioner Blackledge at 8:39pm.
Motion was carried unanimously.

Typed and distributed by Virginia Skwiera, Secretary to the City Engineer.

SC/BT/vls
9/13/18

4
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Public Hearing Notice
CITY OF TRENTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Trenton will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, September 17, 2018 at 6:45 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, 2800 Third Street.
The purpose of this hearing will be to entertain views and comments from interested individuals
regarding a proposed revision of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.
A copy of the proposed plan will be available for inspection at the Office of the City Clerk. This
document is also under review by the Planning Commission and the Recreation Commission. Individuals or groups wishing to make oral presentations or submit prepared statements pertaining to
the proposal may do so at the public hearing. Interested parties who are unable to attend the public
hearing may submit their comments in writing to the City Clerk, 2800 Third Street, Trenton, Michigan 48183.
People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation at this meeting should
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 734-675-8600 at least three business days in advance to request
mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance.
DEBRA R. DEVITT, CITY CLERK
CITY OF TRENTON
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Public Hearing Minutes
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City Council Resolution
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Local Parks & Recreation Facilities Map
KEY

IS-Indoor Pool
OS-Outdoor Pool
T-Tennis Courts
PF-Picnic Facilities
B-Ball Diamonds
AB-Activities Building
BB-Basketball Courts

BP-Bike Path
SF-Soccer Fields
SB-Shelter
A-Indoor Ice Arenas
RB-Roller Blade Court
BL-Boat Launch
P-Playgound Equipment

ON THE
MAP!
Parks

1. Affholter - SF, T, P
2. Haas - B, BB, PF, P
3. Rotary - PF, SB, BB, BL, P
4. Kennedy - BP, OS, BB, A, RB, P
5. Lathrop - B
6. Lexington - P, BP
7. Lions - B, PF, P
8. MacArthur - P
9. N. McLouth - PF, BP, SF, P
10. S. McLouth - BB, BP, P, AB
11. Meyer Ellias - PF, BB
12. Slocum Truax - T, B, BB
13. Tefend - B, PF, P
14. Teifer - B, P, BB
15. Williamson - P

Tot Lots

16. Cambridge - P
17. Cora
18. Emeline - P
19. Syckelmoore - P
20. Southwicke Square

Schools

21. Anderson - T, B, SF, BB
22. Hedke - B, BB, SF
23. High School - IS, T, B
24. Arthurs - IS, T, BB, B, SF

Buildings

25. City Hall
26. Cultural Center
27. Dept. Public Service
28. Historical Museum
29. Library
30. Police/Fire 1
31. Fire Station 2
32. Village Theatre
33. Waste Water Treatment
34. Westfield Center
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Regional Parks & Recreation Facilities Map

Trenton
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Placemaking Strategies
Eleven Principles for Creating Great Community Places

Article copied from Project for public spaces website. http://www.pps.org/reference/11steps/:
Effective public spaces are extremely difficult to accomplish,
because their complexity is rarely understood. As William
(Holly) Whyte said, “It’s hard to design a space that will not
attract people. What is remarkable is how often this has
been accomplished.”

•You Can See a Lot Just By Observing

PPS has identified 11 key elements in transforming public
spaces into vibrant community places, whether they’re
parks, plazas, public squares, streets, sidewalks or the
myriad other outdoor and indoor spaces that have public
uses in common. These elements are:

We can all learn a great deal from others’ successes and
failures. By looking at how people are using (or not using)
public spaces and finding out what they like and don’t like
about them, it is possible to assess what makes them work
or not work. Through these observations, it will be clear
what kinds of activities are missing and what might be
incorporated. And when the spaces are built, continuing to
observe them will teach even more about how to evolve
and manage them over time.

•The Community Is The Expert

•Have a Vision

The important starting point in developing a concept for
any public space is to identify the talents and assets within
the community. In any community there are people who
can provide a historical perspective, valuable insights into
how the area functions, and an understanding of the critical
issues and what is meaningful to people. Tapping this information at the beginning of the process will help to create
a sense of community ownership in the project that can be
of great benefit to both the project sponsor and the community.

The vision needs to come out of each individual community.
However, essential to a vision for any public space is an idea
of what kinds of activities might be happening in the space,
a view that the space should be comfortable and have a
good image, and that it should be an important place where
people want to be. It should instill a sense of pride in the
people who live and work in the surrounding area.

•Create a Place, Not a Design
If your goal is to create a place (which we think it should
be), a design will not be enough. To make an underperforming space into a vital “place,” physical elements
must be introduced that would make people welcome and
comfortable, such as seating and new landscaping, and also
through “management” changes in the pedestrian circulation pattern and by developing more effective relationships
between the surrounding retail and the activities going on
in the public spaces. The goal is to create a place that has
both a strong sense of community and a comfortable image, as well as a setting and activities and uses that collectively add up to something more than the sum of its often
simple parts. This is easy to say, but difficult to accomplish.

•Start with the Petunias: Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper
The complexity of public spaces is such that you cannot expect to do everything right initially. The best spaces experiment with short term improvements that can be tested and
refined over many years! Elements such as seating, outdoor
cafes, public art, striping of crosswalks and pedestrian
havens, community gardens and murals are examples of
improvements that can be accomplished in a short time.

•Triangulate

“Triangulation is the process by which some external stimulus provides a linkage between people and prompts strangers to talk to other strangers as if they knew each other”
(Holly Whyte). In a public space, the choice and arrangement of different elements in relation to each other can put
the triangulation process in motion (or not). For example, if
a bench, a wastebasket and a telephone are placed with no
connection to each other, each may receive a very limited
•Look for Partners
use, but when they are arranged together along with other
amenities such as a coffee cart, they will naturally bring
Partners are critical to the future success and image of a
public space improvement project. Whether you want part- people together (or triangulate!). On a broader level, if a
children’s reading room in a new library is located so that it
ners at the beginning to plan for the project or you want
to brainstorm and develop scenarios with a dozen partners is next to a children’s playground in a park and a food kiosk
is added, more activity will occur than if these facilities
who might participate in the future, they are invaluable in
providing support and getting a project off the ground. They were located separately.
can be local institutions, museums, schools and others.
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•They Always Say “It Can’t Be Done”

•Money Is Not the Issue

One of Yogi Berra’s great sayings is “If they say it can’t be
done, it doesn’t always work out that way,” and we have
found it to be appropriate for our work as well. Creating good public spaces is inevitably about encountering
obstacles, because no one in either the public or private
sectors has the job or responsibility to “create places.”
For example, professionals such as traffic engineers,
transit operators, urban planners and architects all have
narrow definitions of their job – facilitating traffic or making trains run on time or creating long term schemes for
building cities or designing buildings. Their job, evident in
most cities, is not to create “places.” Starting with small
scale community-nurturing improvements can demonstrate the importance of “places” and help to overcome
obstacles.

This statement can apply in a number of ways. For example, once you’ve put in the basic infrastructure of the
public spaces, the elements that are added that will make
it work (e.g., vendors, cafes, flowers and seating) will not
be expensive. In addition, if the community and other
partners are involved in programming and other activities,
this can also reduce costs. More important is that by following these steps, people will have so much enthusiasm
for the project that the cost is viewed much more broadly
and consequently as not significant when compared with
the benefits.

•Form Supports Function
The input from the community and potential partners,
the understanding of how other spaces function, the experimentation, and overcoming the obstacles and naysayers provides the concept for the space. Although design
is important, these other elements tell you what “form”
you need to accomplish the future vision for the space.

•You Are Never Finished
By nature good public spaces that respond to the needs,
the opinions and the ongoing changes of the community
require attention. Amenities wear out, needs change
and other things happen in an urban environment. Being
open to the need for change and having the management
flexibility to enact that change is what builds great public
spaces and great cities and towns.
Information obtained from the Project for public spaces
website. http://www.pps.org/reference/11steps/

The Place Diagram

http://www.pps.org/reference/grplacefeat/
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Parks & Recreation Commission Ordinance
Ordinance No. 345
AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION WHICH SHALL ACT AS AN ADVISORY
COMMISSION TO THE CITY COUNCIL AND PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR, AND PROVIDING FOR DEFINING THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMISSION AND ITS POWERS AND DUTIES.
THE CITY OF TRENTON ORDAINS:
Section 23-16. Established; to act in advisory capacity only. There is hereby established a Parks and
Recreation Commission of the city act solely in an advisory capacity.
Section 23-17. Composition; appointment. The parks and recreation commission shall consist of
nine (9) members who shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation of a majority vote of the
city council.
Section 23-18. Persons ineligible for membership. No person shall be eligible for appointment to
the parks and recreation commission who is the holder of any public office, elective or appointive, under
the city charter, and who does not meet the eligibility requirements for appointment to public office as
provided in the city charter.
Section 23-19. Director of parks and recreation to serve as nonvoting member. The director of
parks and recreation shall serve as a nonvoting, permanent member of the parks and recreation commission.
Section 23-20. Terms of office. All members of the parks and recreation commission, other than
the director of parks and recreation, shall serve a term of three (3) years and shall be appointed for staggered terms so that the term of no more than three (3) members shall expire each year.
Section 23-21. Vacancies in membership. Vacancies on the parks and recreation commission occurring before the expiration of any term of office shall be reported by the commission to the mayor and city
council and filled by appointment for the unexpired term.
Section 23-22. Organizational meeting. The parks and recreation commission shall immediately after appointment meet and organize by the election of one of its members as chairman, and by the election
of such other officers as it deems necessary. The commission shall adopt bylaws for the orderly conduct of
its meetings and for the proper process of their function.
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Parks & Recreation Advisory Board By-laws
By-Laws Of The Parks And Recreation Advisory Board
I. NAME
Section 1 The name of this organization shall be the PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD, as stipulated in Ordinance #345 of the City Council enacted June 16, 1969.

II. BOARD MEMBERSHIP
Section 1 Membership of the PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD is determined by Section 23-17 of
the Ordinance.
Section 2 The Director of Parks and Recreation shall attend all regular meetings of the BOARD and committees of the Board and shall serve as ex-officio member of the Board.

III. BOARD OFFICERS
Section 1 The officers of the Advisory Board shall be a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, both of whom shall
serve in these capacities for one year or until replaced.
Section 2 The officers shall be elected by the Board.
Section 3 In the event of the resignation of any officer, the Board shall elect a successor after the appointment of the new member by the City Council.
Section 4 The Director of Parks and Recreation or his designated representative shall serve in the capacity of
Board Secretary.

IV. DUTIES
Section 1 The Chairman of the Board shall preside at all meetings of the Board and shall perform such other
duties as may be determined by the Board; he shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.
Section 2 The Vice Chairman shall assume the duties of the Chairman in his absence.
Section 3 The Board Secretary shall notify members and office of Mayor of all meetings; shall keep minutes
of all meetings of the Board; shall conduct such correspondence as the Board may direct; shall
forward copies of all meeting to the Board members, the City Council and the Mayor's office; shall
perform such other duties as may be determined by the Board.
Section 4 The entire membership of the Advisory Board shall consider it a civic duty to attend all meetings
and shall endeavor to make fair and just decisions to the benefit of the City of Trenton in accordance with the objectives of the Parks and Recreation Department; shall aid the department in
interpreting the objectives of the department's program to the public.
Section 5 The advisory board shall make recommendations relative to planning and conducting the diversified public recreation program and facilities and park operation to the City Council through the
Mayor's office.
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By-laws Continued
V. BOARD MEETINGS
Section 1 The regular meetings of the Advisory Board shall be held on the third Tuesday of each month unless otherwise ordered by the Board.
Section 2 Special meetings may be held at any time or place at the call of the Chairman or upon the request
of two members of the Board or the Director of Parks and Recreation or the Mayor’s office.
Section 3 A quorum shall consist of five of the members of the Board.
Section 4 The Chairman, on his own initiative or at the request of Director of Parks and Recreation, may
direct the Secretary of the Board to poll the members of the board on any matter requiring Board
action and where such action is necessary before the state’s regular meeting of the Board and it is
deemed inadvisable to call a special meeting, provided, that the number voting shall not be less
than a majority of the Board. The result of such poll shall constitute the action of the Board; shall
be so reported to the Chairman; shall be incorporated in the minutes of the succeeding regular
meeting of the Board.
Section 5 In order to get on the agenda, a request should be made through the Recreation Office.
Section 6 The order of Business of the Board shall be as follows:
(a)

Roll Call

(b)

Reading, correction, and adoption of minutes

(c)

Communications and Petitions

(d)

Reports from Secretary

(e)

Reports from Committees

(f)

Report from Appointive Officers

(g)

Resolutions

(h)

Old Business

(i)

New Business

(j)

Hearings

(k)

Adjournment

VI. COMMITTEES
Section 1 The Chairman may appoint such committees, standing or special, as may be authorized by the
Board.
Section 2 The Chairman and the Director of Parks and Recreation shall be ex-officio members of all committees and, as such, shall be notified of all meetings.
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Public Hearing Notification
CITY OF TRENTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Trenton will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday,
September 17, 2018 at 6:45 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, 2800 Third Street.
The purpose of this hearing will be to entertain views and comments from interested individuals regarding a proposed revision of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.
A copy of the proposed plan will be available for inspection at the Office of the City Clerk. This document is also under review by the Planning Commission and the Recreation Commission. Individuals or
groups wishing to make oral presentations or submit prepared statements pertaining to the proposal
may do so at the public hearing. Interested parties who are unable to attend the public hearing may
submit their comments in writing to the City Clerk, 2800 Third Street, Trenton, Michigan 48183.
People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation at this meeting should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 734-675-8600 at least three business days in advance to request mobility,
visual, hearing, or other assistance.
DEBRA R. DEVITT, CITY CLERK
CITY OF TRENTON
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Focus Group Advertisement

TRENTON PARKS AND RECREATION
MASTER PLAN
PUBLIC WORKSHOPS
ANNOUNCEMENT
Your input is needed. Trenton is in the process of updating the five-year master
plan for the Parks and Recreation Department. In an effort to obtain valuable input
from the citizens of Trenton, two public workshops will be held. Discussion will
focus on three main areas including:
Parks/Open Space

Evaluate existing parks and identify list of priorities

Facilities

Evaluate existing facilities, assess community needs
and develop list of priorities

Recreation Programs/Services Evaluate existing programs and services and identify needs

FOCUS GROUP SCHEDULE
Tuesday October 17, 2017: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. or
Thursday, October 19, 2017: 9:00-10:30 a.m.
Westfield Activities Center, 2700 Westfield
To R.S.V.P. please click here. If you have any questions, please contact Trenton Parks
and Recreation at (734) 675-7300. Thank you for your interest.
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Focus Group Meeting Notes
Strengths - What do you see as our major strengths and assets?
10
Water access / Waterfront
8
Variety of programming/facilities
8
Wildlife refuge
6
Major events - scarecrow fest, mid. Summer fest., wildlife refuge
6
Marina/Elizabeth Park natural assets
5
Partnerships - school, county, organizations and communities
4
Community support
4
Garden group /volunteers
4
Youth sports/schools
3
Community improvement
3
Seasonal variety
3
Summer programs - staff & volunteers
2
Accessibility & layouts of parks
2
Facilities diverse - rink parking access
1
Healthy Trenton Initiative
1
Internal city support
1
Senior programs
Weaknesses - What do you see as our major issues or problems?
8
Aging population, meeting needs
7
Funding
6
Older community & young population
5
Lack of replacement equipment
5
Lack of youth sports programs
5
Maintaining facilities is key as limited geographically
5
Reduced staff/maintenance
4
Teen programs
3
Better facilities for rec. activities
3
Older infrastructure, parks
3
Residents leaving to participate in other programs/facilities
2
Additional winter programs/events
2
Lack of rental usage for youth
2
Limited new development
2
Preschool programs
2
Trash service, rest room, park facility improvement
1
Accommodate working families
1
Communication
1
Few facilities requiring great expense at expense of others
1
Park leaders
1
Program connectedness
1
TPS w/rec = better relationships
Opportunities - What external or environmental opportunities exist to assist in our mission?
10
Partnerships with surrounding communities, public companies, service groups
9
Waterfront
8
Attract younger families by promoting our assets
6
Build upon linked greenway project
6
Promote adopt a park program
6
Reinstate park leaders
5
Grants
3
Wildlife refuge

91

Focus Group Meeting Notes
2
2
1
1
1
1

Changing demographics
Improve profitability of ice rink/city services/facilities
Businesses
Funding
Signage & access of residents to our trail system
Social media - more usage

Threats - What external or environmental threats exist that hinder in achieving our mission?
19
Funding/Budget
9
Lack of downtown development
8
DTE/Industry
8
Other cities with similar services
7
Lack of involvement/volunteers
6
Aging/Maintaining facilities
3
Growing senior population and adjusting programs
2
Balancing current demographics with future trends
2
Dark tunnel off Brookshire
2
Tax base residential and business
1
Changing federal regulations re: flooding
1
Declining enrollment
1
Declining populations
1
Exporting sports
1
For-profit rec. centers
What are your thoughts about and what improvements would you suggest as it relates to:
FACILITIES
9
Westfield/Alternative - new location, exercise room, community track, new floors, kitchen equip., generator, recycling bins
8
Fitness center all ages, track
6
Cultural Center farmer’s market, grad parties, special events, barn TLC
6
Do it right, go big or go home. Pool, gym, track, fitness equip., banquet/meeting facilities
6
Events inside arena - sport/expos, flea market, food, craft, chili cookoff, food trucks, fishing, boating expos, derby
5
Indoor walking area for year round
5
Look for other property for center
5
Utilize school facilites
3
3rd rink - off season usage
3
Marketing pool access to other communities
3
Partner w/new corps. & business for Comm. Center
2
Cultural Center Parking
2
Expansion of KRC for Comm. Center
2
Kennedy Aquatic Center Pavilion
2
Kennedy Rec. Center recycling bins
2
Middle school students help maintain a pocket park
2
Westfield millage/bond needed
1
Community Center/Flat Rock
1
Hours of pool
PARKS
10
8
7
5
5
5
5
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Adopt a park program & improvement with marketing
Restroom facilities & improvement
Increase shelters/benches/picnic areas
Beautification trees/flowers
Better lighting
Maintenance - aging equip., grassy pathways, courts
Splash pad

Focus Group Meeting Notes
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Disc golf
Park benches along trails
Parking
Rotary park friendly concerts
Baseball fields
Innovative/engaging equipment
Promotion to use
Tot lot - community feel
ADA accessible
Dog park
Engage families to participate small parks
Frank & Poet path needs winter plowing
Handicap park equipment
Nature park
Basketball courts - lions
Fewer parks = better quality
Fill empty parks
Libraries
Maintenance Lexington Park bridge - tripping hazard
Making an experience park
Picnic shelters
Sand volleyball
Traveling park program

PROGRAMMING
8
Inter-age group activities
5
Analytics/outcome measures
5
Expand strengths - hockey, restaurants
5
Marketing & promotion of existing programs
5
Summer park programs
5
West road closure for events at Cultural center/partner with schools
4
More social media promoting
4
Neighborhood watch
3
Drop in park program
3
DYPAC improvement
3
Short & long term plan for program sustainability - funding plan from outset
3
Teen programs/activities
2
Basketball
2
Bicycle maintenance class
2
Bicycle/walking path, bike network, promote trails
2
Block parties/community parties
2
Computer classes
2
Engage aging pop. In rec. activities
2
Partner with other establishments
2
Races
1
Cohesiveness w/library programming
1
Economic development
1
Pocket park classes
1
Ramp up youth sports
1
Recruit volunteers to administer programs
1
Senior programming - Southpointe brings services - ex: snow, trash, leaves
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FUTURE IDEAS
7
Leverage IWR to increase business revenues
5
Catch the next wave - what is up & coming
5
Better relationships with schools and city
5
Bike parks/rest stops
5
Banquet/mixed use
5
McLouth Site
4
New facility
4
DTE
3
Engage business to come to our area
3
Incorporate Elizabeth Park/boat tours
2
Outside perception of closed community
1
Continue to expand on Healthy Trenton
1
Embrace diversity
1
Expand cooperative programs - schools
1
Advertisement
1
Communication
1
Millages for improvements
1
Pocket/community park expansion
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY/ MAINTAIN INFRASCTRUCTURE
6
Milage - get residents to buy in, must market correctly
5
Not many businesses to help off-set program cost
4
Actual budgeted money in city budget
4
Adopt a path - bench
4
Dedicated position to do sales/marketing for department
3
Long & short term plans to ID resources now and in the future
3
Using our P&R as economic development tool to leverage additional tax base placemaking
2
3rd Friday idea/events with downtown businesses
2
Adopt a park
2
New revenue - tax dollars, earmark for P&R
1
Downtown business input DDA
1
Expand farmer’s market - kickoff
1
More dedicated funding from general budget and/or milage
1
New revenue opportunity from new Community Center
1
Transparency of budget
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Community Survey
Trenton Parks and Recreation Community Survey
Thank you for participating in our survey. Your input is valuable to us and will assist in our Master Planning process. Please return completed
survey to the Kennedy Recreation Office, 3101 West Rd., Trenton, MI by December 15, 2017.
1. Are you a resident of Trenton?
 Yes
 No, but own a Trenton Business

 No, but work in Trenton  No, but utilize Trenton Parks and Recreation Services

2.




Please indicate the area of the city in which you live.
East of Fort Street and between King and Van Horn
East of Fort Street and North of King
East of Fort Street and South of Van Horn

3.








From the list below, please check ALL Trenton Parks you and members of your household have used/visited during the past year.
 MacArthur Park
 Williamson Park
Affholter Park
 North McLouth Park
 Cambridge Tot Lot
Haas Park
 South McLouth Park
 Cora Tot Lot
Rotary Park
 Meyer Ellias Park
 Emeline Tot Lot
Kennedy Park
 Syckelmoore Tot Lot
 Slocum Truax Park
Lathrop Park
 Southwicke Square Tot Lot
 Tefend Park
Lexington Park
 Teifer Park
 Other ____________________
Lions Park

 West of Fort Street and North of West Road
 West of Fort Street and South of West Road
 West of Fort Street and South of Van Horn

4. Overall, how would you rate the physical condition of ALL Trenton facilities you have visited.
 Excellent
 Good
 Fair
 Poor
5.





From the list below, please check all the Trenton Facilities that you or members of your household have used/visited during the past year.
Cultural Center (Emily Frank Farm House/Barn/Garden Complex)
 Teifer Building
Kennedy Recreation Center (Ice Arenas)
 Westfield Activities Center
Kennedy Outdoor Aquatic Center (pool)
 Other __________________
Rotary Park Boat Ramp

6. How would you rate the physical condition of ALL Trenton facilities you have visited?
 Excellent
 Good
 Fair
 Poor
7. Approximately how many different recreation programs/services offered by Trenton Parks and Recreation have you or members of your
household participated in over the past 12 months?
 1 program
 11 or more programs
 2 to 3 programs
 have not participated in any programs during the past 12 months
 4 to 6 programs
 Other ______________________________________
 7 to 10 programs
8. How would you rate the overall quality of programs/services in which you or members of your household have participated?
 Excellent
 Good
 Fair
 Poor
9.





Please check all the ways you learn about Trenton Parks and Recreation programs and activities.
Newspaper articles/advertising
 Cable access television
 Conversation with staff
Trenton Parks and Recreation website
 Flyers at Community Facilities
 word of mouth
Trenton Parks and Recreation Buzz Magazine  School Flyers
 direct mailings
Social Media (facebook, twitter)
 E-mail Newsletters
 digital marquee
 Other ___________________
10. Please check ALL the POTENTIAL Social Network sites you and members of your household would use to stay current with Trenton
Parks and Recreation programs and activities.
 Facebook
 You Tube
 Instagram
 Twitter
 Google Plus
 Other ________________________
11. From the following list, please check ALL the reasons that prevent you and members of your household from using parks, recreation facilities and programs offered by Trenton Parks and Recreation more often.
 Facilities are not well maintained
 Operating hours not convenient
 Program times are not convenient
 Program or facility not offered
 Registration for programs is difficult
 Use facilities in other communities
 Facilities lack right equipment
 Poor health/mobility
 Fees are too high
 Security is insufficient
 Lack of time
 Poor customer service by staff
 Lack of quality programs
 Lack of accessible parking
 Use services in other agencies
 Too far from our residence
 none
 Not accessible for persons with disabilities
 Class/program is full
 Other _____________________________
 I do not know what is being offered

Take the Survey online at www.trentonmi.org/parksandrec
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12. Please rate the following community assets (pride points) which, in your opinion, best identifies the City of Trenton and should be showcased to create a positive sense of place?
Don't know

Strongly disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly Agree

Waterfront Community - Natural Resources













Small town charm













High quality city services













Historic value













Desirable location to all of the Tri-County Area













Parks and Recreation













Trenton Public Schools













Community involvement













Business Districts













Safe community













13. Please rate the following park ammenities available to Trenton residents on how well your needs are being met.
Do not have need

0% Met

25% Met

50% Met

75% Met

100% Met

soccer fields













youth baseball/softball fields













adult softball fields













outdoor tennis courts













playground equipment













outdoor basketball courts













walking and biking path/trail













park shelters and picnic areas













open space/natural area













disc golf













14.





Which four park ammenities from the list below are most important to your household?
 playground equipment
 open space/natural area
soccer fields
 inline skating courts
youth baseball/softball fields  outdoor basketball courts
 walking and biking path/trails
 pickleball
nature-based play area
 park shelter/picnic area
 disc golf
outdoor tennis courts
 Other ________________________
15. Please rate the following facilities available to Trenton residents on how well your needs are being met.
Do not have need

0% Met

25% Met

50% Met

75% Met

100% Met

Outdoor Aquatic Center - Kennedy Pool













Cultural Center













Kennedy Recreation Center - Ice Arenas













Westfield Activities Center













Boat Launch - Rotary Park













Elizabeth Park Marina













16.





Which three facilities from the list below are most important to your household?
Outdoor Aquatic Center - Kennedy Pool
 Boat Launch - Rotary Park
Cultural Center
 Elizabeth Park Marina
Kennedy Recreation Center - Ice Arenas
 Other
Westfield Activities Center

Take the Survey online at www.trentonmi.org/parksandrec
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17. Please rate the following parks and recreation programs/services available to Trenton residents on how well your needs are being met.

Don't have need

0% Met

Senior Transportation













Senior Citizen Programs













Health and Wellness Programs (i.e. fitness classes)













Aquatic Programs (i.e. learn to swim)













Cultural Center Programs (i.e. art, music, cooking, gardening)













Skating Programs (i.e. figure skating lessons)













Adult Sports













Youth Sports













Enrichment Programs













Nature Programs













18.






25% Met 50% Met 75% Met 100% Met

Which four programs/services from the list below are most important to your household?
 Skating Programs (i.e. skating lessons)
Senior Transportation
 Adult Sports
Senior Citizen Programs
 Youth Sports
Health and Wellness Programs (i.e. fitness classes)
 Enrichment Programs
Aquatic Programs (i.e learn to swim, open swim)
 Nature Programs
Cultural Center Programs (i.e. art, music, cooking, gardening)
 Other __________________________

19. Below is a list of items that have been suggested from time to time. Please rank in the order of importance the items that would be of interest to you to see in Trenton. Place a 1 next to the item that is of most interest, followed by a 2 for the item you in which would next be most
interested, a 3 for the 3rd item of interest etc.
___
Community Center (i.e. fitness equipment, indoor gym & track, pool, multi-purpose rooms, banquet center)
___
Impoved Soccer Facilities
___
Disc Golf
___
Expand natural park areas/preserve open green space
___
More accessible walking/biking trails/paths - walkability of community
___
Upgrade playground equipment in parks
___
Develop waterfront for public use
___
Develop pickleball courts
___
Upgrade tennis courts
___
Dog Park
___
Other __________________________________________
20. Trenton Parks and Recreation currently charges user fees to help offset program costs. Please indicate the portion of costs (%) of providing
the following types of programs you think should be paid for by user fees. NOTE: The remainder of any program costs not paid through user
fees would be primarily paid through general fund.
Do not know

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Children’s programs (ages 0-7 years)













Youth programs (ages 8-13 years)













Teen programs (ages 14-18 years)













Adult Programs













Senior Adult Programs (55 and older)













Programs for persons with disabilities













Community-wide special events













21. An assessment of all Trenton Parks was recently conducted, the results of which verified the need for improvements throughout the park
system. A significant investmentwould be required to bring all parks up to standards. Given the current limited financial and staffing resources
available to maintain and make all the necessary improvements, from the list below, please indicate how you would like to fund improvements.
(check all that apply)
 Adopt-a-Park Program
 Municipal Bonds
 Donations
 Dedicated Millage for Park Improvements
 All the above
 Parks and Recreation Foundation
 Other
 Grants

Take the Survey online at www.trentonmi.org/parksandrec
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22. A professional assessment of the Westfield Activities Center was conducted in July 2016. Based upon the current facility limitations, poor
condition and the anticipated needs of the community for the next 30+ years, it has been determined that the City should consider an alternative
site and build a new facility. Given this information, would you be in favor of this project.
 Yes  No  Other ________
23. Currently, the average resident household pays less than $11 per month in tax dollars for Trenton Parks and Recreation programs, facilities
and services. Knowing that, what would be the maximum amount you would be willing to pay to maintain the types of parks, facilities, programs and services that are most important to your household?
 Over $25/month  $21-$24/month $17-$20/month  $14-$16/month $11-$13/month none  Other _________________
24. If a tax referendum was held to fund parks and facilities improvements for the amount of tax dollars you indicated you would be willing to
pay in question 22, how would you vote in an election?
 Vote in Favor  Might Vote in Favor
 Not sure  Vote Against  Other _____________________
25. The development of a non-profit Parks and Recreation Foundation, committed to sustaining parks and recreation for the City of Trenton
and its residents, is being considered. How supportive would you be of such a foundation.
 Very supportive
 Somewhat supportive  Not sure
 Not supportive
 Other
26. How frequently do you use Trenton's parks and facilities?
 Every day
 Every week
 Every 2 - 3 weeks
 Every 2 - 3 months
 Every 4 - 6 months
 Once or twice a year

 Every month
 Other ___________________________

27. How frequently do you use Recreation programs and services?
 Every day
 Every week
 Every 2 - 3 weeks
 Every 2 - 3 months
 Every 4 - 6 months
 Once or twice a year

 Every month
 Other ___________________________

28. How would you rate your level of satisfaction with the overall value your household receives from Trenton Parks and Recreation?
 Highly satisfied
 Somewhat satisfied
 Neutral
 Somewhat dissatisfied  Highly dissatisfied
 Don't know
 Other ___________________________
29. For each of the following potential benefits, please indicate your level of agreement with the benefits being provided by Trenton Parks and
Recreation programs, facilities and services.
Don't know

Strongly disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly agree

Help reduce crime













Increase property values













Improves Physical Health and Fitness













Preserves open space and the environment













Improves mental health and reduces stress













Strengthens family and sense of community













Makes Trenton a more desirable place to live













Promotes economic development













Help attract new residents and businesses













Promotes tourism













30. Counting yourself, how many people live in your household? _______
31. Counting yourself, please indicate the age ranges of persons in your household.
 Under 5 years
 5 - 9 years
 10 - 14 years
 15 - 19 years
 20 - 24 years
 25 - 34 years
 35 - 44 years  45 - 54 years
 55 - 64 years
 65+ years
32. What is your gender?
 Male
 Female
 Prefer not to answer
33. Which category describes your age?
 Younger than 18
 18 - 24
 25 - 34
 35 - 44
 45 - 54
 55 - 64
 65 or older
 Prefer not to answer
34. Which of the following best describes your race/ethnicity? (check all that apply)
 Asian/Pacific Islander  African American/Black  Hispanic/Latino  Middle Eastern  Native American  White/Caucasian
35. What best describes your employment status?
 Employed full-time
 Employed part-time
 Self-employed
 Military
 Not employed, but looking for work
 Not employed, not looking for work
 Retired
 Student
 Homemaker
 Prefer not to answer
 Other
36. Which category best describes your annual income?
 Under $15,000
 $15,000 - $29,999
 $30,000 - $44,999
 $45,000 - $59,999
 $60,000 - $74,999
 $75,000 - $89,999
 $90,000 or more
 Prefer not to answer

Take the Survey online at www.trentonmi.org/parksandrec
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Community Survey Raw Data
The following information is a compilation of unedited comments made through the survey.
3. From the list below, please check ALL Trenton Parks you and members of your household have used/visited during the past
year. Select all that apply. If none, indicate so under other.
• Elizabeth Park
• Elizabeth Park
• Elizabeth Park
• None
• bike path
• none
• NONE
• None
• Elizabeth Park
• Elizabeth
• none of these parks this year.
• None
• None
• None
• none
• None
• None
• Hedke Playscape
• Elizabeth Park
• Elizabeth Park
• Elizabeth
• Elizabeth
• Parklets off Riverside Drive
• Elizabeth Park
• Elizabeth Park
• None
• None
• none
• Anderson school for exercise
• Elizabeth
• None - no children in home
• Visited but did not use.
• Anderson Elementary School Playgrounds
• I use boat ramp a lot each year
• lots of weeds and rust
• Up until a year or so ago, we have been going to most of the listed parks. The only reason why we haven’t been to the parks
in the last year is because my kids are older now.
• Entry gate is rusted and seems to be falling apart. Playground equipment seems to be in good shape. Additional seating/picnic tables may benefit adults when the tot-lot becomes busy.
• I’m a 75 year old senior and live alone.
• None because where I live the park is not taken care of .the grass not cut , the playground equipment is in terrible shape. I
just think it is awful looking and it never looked like that 20 years ago . I wish the city took more interest in this park .
• Have not had occasion to visit parks since my children have grown..When they were small, visited most on the list. Will resume when we have grandchildren to entertain.
• School playgrounds are closer and nicer than the pocket playgrounds.
• We used to frequent a lot of those parks, when our children were younger, but now they’re grown, so we don’t use those,
but I see quite a few people w/ children going to the ones in our area.
• Would love to see less parks, but better quality
• Our parks are terrible. North McLouth park is old and the wood chips need to be refreshed. My son was cut on them twice
this past summer. The grass doesn’t get cut regularly. Time to take a look at Woodhaven/Brownstown parks for some
ideas. Baseball at Lions Park is a joke as well. Terrible fields and bathroom situation. Our kids deserve better, especially for
the amount of taxes we pay. Maybe less to Kennedy and more toward our other resources?
• My grandkids actually prefer going to Hedke to play, even though the tot lot is closer, because equipment has been removed
and there is not much for them to play on anymore.
• Hello....Cora tot lot does not exist anymore. Nothing for that area of Trenton.
• Also, only visit Hedke park. Only park in our area. Trenton needs to catch up to Wyandotte.
• I know Meyers park is in down town Trenton, but in would like to see park equipment there again. North McLouth park is
always great for my kids to go to. Can more trees be placed in the parks, north/south mclouth and Meyers as well. Alicia park
I like the upgrades that were done. Also is there anything in the pond for sustainability of the bike path through the city? Also
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that would be a nice place to plant threes now, so the future would have a tunnel of trees to run/bike/walk through. Thanks!
My grandchildren would use MacArthur Park if there was something there.
We did the programs at the cultural center you can call me at 7348379373 they were terrible kids hated it . Slime they didn’t have
enough glue . Make cooking stuff you get one bite they were cheap in supplies. I spent 700.00 plus on activities in the summer
through the rec center . Instructor was crabby not in a good mood always crabbing . The walk was super far my kids back killed them
because little kids cried the whole way no strollers and my kids carried them . It was bad call me .
Would like a dog park.
ELIZABETH PARK is a daily pleasure for me.
Used to use MacArthur Park, but there is nothing there. Not even a place to sit!
I realize Elizabeth is not concerned a City Park although sometimes used for certain things, confusing.
Love seeing Affholter being used as the Lacrosse fields! Glad to see it being used again!
Would be nice to have some of the boy scouts troops build gaga ball pits for the community to use. A great game that encourages kids
to get outside.
I wish there were more playscapes for younger kids.
This park needs to be patrolled more often by police- many speeders. The one way sign to enter first drive is ignored and people always drive in the wrong way. Have seen many times almost head on collisions. It needs bigger wrong way signs/one way signs. People
bring their dogs to poop and never pick it up. We need some signs posted to warn people to pick up the dog waste as it is a city ordinance.!! Parking lot could use resurfacing.
5. From the list below, please check all the Facilities managed by Trenton Parks and Recreation that you or members of your household have used/visited during the past year.
Trenton Library
None
None
Veterans library
2 mclouth parks
Liked it very much.
Cultural Center - Victorian Teas
Kennedy Recreation Center - Place of employment
Kennedy Aquatic Center - Dog Days of Summer
None
Enjoyed the summer program for children at the Cultural Center. Singers, magician and petting farm were great.
Everything looks good to me! Nice to have all these places in my community!!
Figure out how to make Kennedy profitable, not a lose for the city. Upgrade rotary park boat ramp, dock is slippery and under water at
times
I feel as if the Trenton historical museum is a drain on the city finances.
Our facilities are old and need to be modernized.
Hours at the pool have been disappointing in recent years. Pool should be open later on Friday and Sunday for families with parents
who have to work.
Kids in the program under 5 yrs
Love the new stick holders in the locker rooms at the rink. It’s about time.
The pool for the last few summers has been very grimy. As if the filter is spewing sand or something in it. There were a few times this
past summer that it smelled like a pond.
The upstairs seats at the rink are broken down and could even be found to be dangerous to sit in. Especially in the practice rink I
would say 80% of them are extremely broken.
Very much enjoy all of these facilities.
7. Approximately how many different recreation programs/services offered by Trenton Parks and Recreation have you or members of
your household participated in over the past 12 months?
Commission member.
Trenton Travellers
I don’t know what all this includes. Maybe one, maybe 10, I don’t know.
None
Unable to participate in many family/kid focused activities due to the fact that most are held during the day when I work or communicated so close to the event date that we are unable to make it because other plans have already been made for other activities.
I’m a senior and find it easier to go to Flat Rock Com Center where they have silver sneakers and other exercise programs all in one
spot. I love the exercise programs because it’s inviting and all in one facility. There are many Trenton people who go there because it
is affordable, welcoming and geared to the needs of seniors who want to stay physically fit.
Would like to see more activities/programs for active Seniors, like Tai Chi or Yoga, this area has lots of seniors. But minimal activities/
programs.
Have participated in programs for many years.
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We went to the Trenton Farmer’ss market at the cultural center almost every time it was there.
Love Lacrosse! So glad that was brought in.
Our internet site is very lackluster compared to Woodhaven. , as well as city Hall enthusiasm!
Used to do water aerobics, but had to quit because the water was too cold. Also, the instructor used it as a social hour, did
not concentrate on the exercises.
Would love a daytime swimming opportunity in a warm pool throughout winter months.
The need to buy more supplies and improve programs teachers need to be happy it summer . Kids don’tneed to listen to a
whining teacher not fair to them
There were other programs (i.e. bubble blowers swim lessons, etc) that we were interested in but they were only offered
during work hours. Trenton should have more activities and programs outside of normal business hours. Nowadays it’s
more common for both parents to work full time and the city’s offerings should reflect that. Suggest more evening and
weekend activities and programs.
Farmers Market closes too early for me to make on my way home most of the time. There are not as many “special interest”
programs as there used to be - like cooking, art, etc for adults.
Nothing of interest
We play baseball, and flag football at Woodhaven. My children travel to other cities to play sports because we don’t¢offer
the programs that other cities do- flat rock for basketball, Southgate for fall baseball, Woodhaven for flag football. My
wanted to play football and I was unable to travel,to/from Grosse Ile daily for this sport.
My son is only a year old so we have not used the recreation services available. However, I plan on using these services in the
future.
Utilize other cities rec progs due to Trenton not offering services my family is interested in for example youth basketball
The carpet in the Fireplace Room at Westfield is an embarrassment. It is filthy, stinks and sets off my allergies interfering
with my participation in the yoga program. It needs to be replaced!!
Working full time keeps me busy--so I can’t get to as many programs as I’d like!
Yoga, pool, childrenâs program at cultural center, Christmas at cultural center, farmer market.
“I used to take nighttime aerobic classes then tabata but stopped when tabata was cancelled.
Could we get court workers to keep McLouth park trash free. Can we require the soccer groups to require plastic bottle
recycling??”
My wife uses the swimming programs throughout the year.
Now that my children are older we do not have the need for programs and services that we did in the past. But as someone
who grew up in Trenton and raised my children in Trenton, we avidly participated in many programs in the past and it factored into are decision to raise our family here.
None
Attended 2017 Christmas Parade. Set-up was well managed and offered a great display for community.
Need more to do at westfield-pool table,ping pong table and other physical activities. Been to Rochester opc (old people
center) center and it is fantastic. Trenton,for the great community it is, comes nowhere near this
I enjoyed the winter aerobics class very much.
The classes I’m interested in are only offered during work hours
9. Please check all the ways you learn about Trenton Parks and Recreation programs and activities.
Trickle down mostly
facebook
Trenton Trib
Not sure what all activities are included, so can’t say for sure.
rotary
10. Please check ALL the POTENTIAL Social Network sites you and members of your household would use to stay current
with Trenton Parks and Recreation programs and activities.
“Trenton does not have any adult ed courses any more. I go to
Southgate.”
Unable to participate in many family/kid focused activities due to the fact that most are held during the day when I work or
communicated so close to the event date that we are unable to make it because other plans have already been made for
other activities.
Children are adults
We use all the ones we care about.
Exercise Programs for seniors are in too many facilities. The right programs are not offered during the day. Also senior exercise programs are too expensive. Many active seniors travel and don’t want to pay for classes they will be missing. Maybe
a contract between Recreation dept. and TAC, where they have exercise equipment, might be a solution and beneficial for
everyone.
Would like to see more programs/activities offered to active Seniors. Currently it is minimal. and the Seniors local website is
vague and has nothing posted.
My son is a mediocre swimmer who would LOVE to swim. Swim Club does not have programming for kids who want to swim
and need help and skills at his level.
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My gym membership includes classes in my monthly fees so it is usually more convenient and no extra charges
Lack of advertising in an enticing manner.
Exercise class cancelled
Water too cold in pool. Hard for people with bad hips and knees to get in and out of pool. No disabled access to pool. McArthurs.
Program offerings look good and I would like to participate but my work hours interfere with the times programs are scheduled.
my kids were very active in many programs when they were younger. Now, as high schoolers, they are more involved with school
activities
Cold eate
Fees high since scarce on food and glue .
Would love to see evening programs for kids especially in the summer. Would also use Trenton day camp instead of Woodhaven’s
if it went for the whole day. Not fair for kids of working parents that they can’t do a lot of things their friends are doing.
No easy way to find programs in the city
We would love to see more programs at the Kennedy pool. Maybe swim/dance night for teens. Exercise programs for more than
just seniors and kids in the pool. We also would like to see our local parks , especially McClouth built up to its full potential. The
weeds and lack of mulch the last few years has made it very unattractive and sometimes dangerous.
As our children get older we will be using the programs offered more frequently
Add splash park or more modern park facilities
We use parks in other cities because we know the how and the to on what to do. We have no idea for Trenton where to even go
for information. We like to do family bbqs at parks through out the summer, minus Elizabeth park we don’t gather for those events
in Trenton
Would love to see better facilities for soccer and baseball. More bike paths for sure. The daddy daughter dances were poorly
done. Beautification of existing parks. An indoor facility would be great.
Some serious work needs to be done on our Parks and Recreation services.I’m glad to receive this survey and look forward to
changes in the future. Many young families are moving to our great city and would benefit from more recreational resources.
My schedule is varied each week and I do not want to sign up for a 6 or 8 week program in which I might miss many of the classes.
I prefer to do a drop in class in another community with varied timing for classes.
I try to squeeze in whatever time I can to do some activities. Some just conflict w/ my work schedule.
My daughter is older now and you kind of get away from following this .i just gave up after I see that our parks just are slightly
maintained . Other cities you see and hear of things . Trenton needs a huge change . Our city needs lots of improvement. Love our
city but we need beautification.
Only issue is with the Kennedy pool. Needs to be vacuumed regularly. Debris on the bottom
Trenton needs a Disc Golf Course
Attend those programs at Westfield that interest me. Help out at P and R programs where volunteers are needed.
Should offer both indoor and outdoor Pickle Ball.
For the summer program there are only 2 full-week programs offered and hours are only 9-2. Longer days would be much more
ideal and multiple full week programs would be great so my children can attend all summer.
no safe way to cross Vreeland and or van horn, or west Jefferson.
14. Which four park amenities from the list below are most important to your household? - Other responses
Dog park
Senior walking club
Swimming
Lacrosse Fields
Skateboarding
Indoor swimming, morning access
Golfing
dog park
Pool
swimming pool
None anymore.
Dog parks
Cultural Center
hockey
Accessible options
Swim
Fitness park
Swimming pool is number 1
Marina & Eliz Park Boat ramp
dog friendly areas
dog park
16. Which three facilities from the list below are most important to your household?
Lions park
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Bike paths and parks
Senior Center w/ more programs
walking / bike paths
Elizabeth Park
Need dog park
MORE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Trenton theatre
Elizabeth Park but not Marina
Dog park
Parks
tot lots
Again, really don’t know what I should be expecting to use for.
High quality waterfront development
N/A
library
historical museum (although I don’t think managed by you)
elizabeth park
18. Which four programs/services from the list below are most important to your household?
Robotics Club would be nice
Open skating
n/a
Special Events-Parades, Festivals
Waterfront activities
wanted a heated pool 80’
19. Below is a list of items that have been suggested from time to time. Please rank in the order of importance the items that would
be of interest to you to see in Trenton. Place a 1 next to the item that is of LEAST interest and 10 next to the item that is of MOST
interest.
Flat rock has a beautiful facility for the seniors citizens and others in the community. I wish Trenton had something more like that to
use.
Pickleball is becoming a hot activity.
Have no where to let my dogs play fetch off leash.
Tot lots are in bad shape (rusty equipment, etc) and need to be upgraded.
No dog parks. Enough annoying pet owners
“I am almost 80 years old, so most athletic activities are getting beyond me. I think Trenton does a great job in offering athletic
programs for young people and younger adults, so just keep doing what you’re doing.”
10,9,8 are all actually a 10 for me. Water front for public use is such little area in the city that it’s not much to do with it anymore.
The release of mclouth to crown with our citizens input was a major disappointment and blow to water front anything.
Again, we travel to other cities to participate in their youth sports programs. Would love to see improved facilities. A community
center and improved parks are very important. The only residents who think our parks are great are those with adult children who
haven’t visited our neighborhood parks since 1990. These folks need to spend time walking through our weed infested parks-but
watch out or you may get cut by sharp old wood chips.
What is pickleball?
Downriver communities really need soccer fields to be a competitive area. Our fields are an embarrassment compared other communities. Ex. Northville, Canton, etc. Many residents travel to other counties for great soccer.
The waterfront is what is unique about Trenton. Any community Downriver can offer all of the other items. Trenton is the sole community that can have waterfront development for public use including recreational, dining and retail.
We need more upgrades to the park equipment for the children to play with or the young kids to play sports at a community center .
Having a dog park in Trenton would not only be a great resource for dogs and owners to exercise outdoors but also a great way to
bring the community together, get to know your neighbors and share the same common interest - a love for dogs!
I have been so disappointed in the local tot lots. Equipment was removed and never replaced. The crew things in sykamore park are
for small children only. My older (8 and 11) kids do not have anything to do there
westfield senior community center
Trenton should build Multiple Disc Golf Courses, it gets kids outside and walking and it is a growing sport in 2018.
Not a city resident.
Community center is one sided. We have an activities center that has been under cared for many years. Regular capital improvements over the years would not be requiring the talk that is being bantered around about a new facility. Before we need a banquet
center I think we should have cared for the building that is existing. Many improvements could have been made.
“We are far behind other communities in offering
both indoor and outdoor pickle ball.”
My family would love a community center with opportunities for indoor fitness spaces. Also, any outdoor green spaces (especially
near the water) where we can get fresh air and enjoy the outdoors, with our dog. I feel that the family members of all ages could
benefit by having these things in our community.
A small dog park area too. Open to all, no fee or registration required.
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21. Although we have made some recent improvements to some parks and facilities, there is much more to do. A significant investment would be required to bring all parks up to standards. Given the current limited financial and staffing resources available
to maintain and make all the necessary improvements, from the list below, please indicate how you would like to fund improvements. (check all that apply)
Volunteer Workers
user fee at dog park
I wouldn’t spend a dime unless we can also commit to upkeep.
reduce city worker’s pensions and outsource garbage disposal
Outsource garbage collection and get recycling
None
Decrease gen fund dollars to Kennedy
Sell the ice rink
Volunteer programs, city provides tools/pain and citizens work.
City needs to act responsible and allocate known resources approprietly
Not a city resident
??
22. A professional assessment of the Westfield Activities Center was conducted in July 2016. Based upon the current facility limitations, poor condition and the anticipated needs of the community for the next 30+ years, it has been determined that the City
should consider an alternative site and build a new facility. Given this information, would you be in favor of this project.
Yes, depending on cost/funding options
Would have to know more about this before deciding.
I would be in favor if it resembled Woodhaven’s Center with playgrounds
Don’t know
Not sure. Depends on cost and available space.
Why can’t the current one be upgraded?
new site or enlarge the existing building. A lot of room to expand into the fie
more information
Don’t know
Rebuild there and on the property available.
Same site, new building
Need more info
Build in a 2nd location but keep original location/building also
Too many unknowns to answer
I need to know more in order to have an opinion.
Depends on costs and new location
I like the current location but am in favor of Ann upgrade
yes, new site should be a comprehensive multi-use facility located downtown
do not want to pay for out of my pocket.
Repair what is there and better maintenance.
update facility
yes only if this time the city would maintain it properly
23. Currently, the average resident household pays less than $11 per month in tax dollars for Trenton Parks and Recreation programs, facilities and services. Knowing that, what would be the maximum amount you would be willing to pay to maintain the
types of parks, facilities, programs and services that are most important to your household?
It seems as though much of the money is managed for other services
don’t know
Willing to support facilities other than ice rink
I am willing to pay more but depends for what.
Currently not maintaining at that price, would pay double
not a city resident
n/a non resident
24. If a tax referendum was held to fund parks and facilities improvements for the amount of tax dollars you indicated you would
be willing to pay in question 22, how would you vote in an election?
Depends what would be improved
Unable to vote
Do not vote in MI
not a city resident
I’d want to know what those improvements are first and see a detailed plan.
n/a non resident
25. The development of a non-profit Parks and Recreation Foundation, committed to sustaining parks and recreation for the City
of Trenton and its residents, is being considered. How supportive would you be of such a foundation.
None
Need more info
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Need more info.
depends on expansion of services provided
not a city resident
26. How frequently do you use Trenton’s parks and facilities?
Almost every day between March and nov
4 times a week.
rarely
Summer 2-3 times per week
Every week in summer less often in winter
A lot in the summer months
None
depends
Every week during outdoor soccer season
Every week when weather is nice
Every week during summer
During the summer every week - during the winter once a month or so
one a week elizabeth park not trenton parks
27. How frequently do you use Recreation programs and services?
None
4 times a week.
do not use.
rarely
Cancelled the twice a week exercise
very seldom
have not yet
Summer 2-3 times per week
Summer months
none
I use it for my grandchildren in the summer.
It varies due to season, programs. etc.
None
never
depends
would use of cost and time convenient
Every week in the summer.
not a very progressive or forward thinking town
30. Counting yourself, how many people live in your household?
4
• 4
• 3
• 2
• 5
•
2
• Two
• 2
• 4
• 4
•
4
• 5
• 3
• 4
• 4
•
4
• 3
• 5
• 4
• 3
•
four • Two
• 3
• 3
• 2
•
2
• 2
• 4
• 3
• 6
•
4
• 1
• 2
• 2 but I have 3
• 4
•
4
• 2
• 3
grandchildren who • 2
•
0
• 1
• 4
participate too
• 1
•
4
• 2
• 4
• 3
• Two
•
5
• 4
• 4
• 3
• 2
•
2
• 2
• 4
• 5
• 2
•
2
• 2
• 1
• 4
• 1
•
2
• 3
• 2
• 2
• 2
•
2
• 2
• 3
• 1
• one
•
4
• 4
• 2
• 3
• 2
•
2
• 2
• 4
• 2
• 1
•
5
• 4
• 4
• 3
• 1
•
4
• 4
• 4
• 4
• 4
•
2
• 4
• 4
• 3
• 3
•
2
• 2
• 1
• Onei
• 2
•
4
• 4
• 2
• 4
• 1
•
4
• 3
• 4
• 3
• 4
•
1
• 1
• 4
• 4
• 3
•
2
• 4
• 2
• 3
• 2
•
2
• 1
• 5
• 4
• 5
•
1
• 2
• 2
• 2
• 2
•

4
4
1
3
2
3
1
3
2
4
2
4
3
2
5
3
4
1
5
2
5
2
5
Four
3
1
5

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1
2
2
3
2
4
4
5
4
4
4
3
2
3
2
2
3
Four
2
5
5
1
4
4
1
2
4

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2
2
3
2
4
4
3
3
2
4
4
1
5
4
Two
5
1
4
6
2
3
1
3
4
5
4
2
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35. What best describes your employment status?
Retired & Employed part-time
37. Please share any additional comments or suggestions on another sheet to assist us in meeting the needs of the community.
“Unable to participate in many family/kid focused activities due to the fact that most are held during the day when I work or
communicated so close to the event date that we are unable to make it because other plans have already been made for other
activities. It is very frustrating to have to drive myself and my children elsewhere for activities when there could be a community
focused program that is accessible to all types of families, working and not. Outside of family story time at the library, most evening events or classes are for teens or middle aged children.
Not allowing for me to take my elementary aged children to events/classes in the evenings and on weekends. Proper communication allowing time for planning to attend events and also invite other families really needs to be developed. I can’t even count the
number of times I’ve found out about an event or a class the day before or even the day after the event.”
Dog park would be wonderful.
Trenton needs to update their activities in the community. A community center/exercise/ sports area would be great.
“Modernizing current recreational trends is a big job! There is much to do to change mindset of long established residents who
want and need more services but don’t want to pay for them.
Good luck!
I think there are very good programs for youth. Kennedy rec area is great. But more needs to be done to keep seniors active and
engaged and a part of the community. Walking programs, slow roll bike get together for all citizens and promoting activities by the
waterfront would be a boost. Also dedicated exercise programs like Tai Chi and Zumba gold. Silver sneaker type programs where
one price per year allows you to come to all the classes you are able to. It’s a big job and requires thinking into the future.
A new community center would be awesome but how to achieve a state of the art center. How to pay for it is a challenge.”
“Trenton would benefit from offering programming for children under three years of age. Also, programs for these children as well
as 3-5 year olds should be offered year round.
Trenton needs to update and improve their playgrounds. Woodhaven had a fantastic idea with their community center complex
that includes so many activities and structures that are very well maintained. There is no comparison to Trenton’s old, ill-maintained playgrounds. I don’t know anyone that visits Trenton just for its parks; I will go to other cities to use theirs.
At least, garbage cans need to be available, and emptied, at every park.
Trenton has access to the gorgeous waterfront, and it feels like it’s wasted with hardly any public access or parks on it. The Rotary
Park is the closest to it, and that playground equipment is not exactly anything special. Plus, the big shelter and bathrooms are
privy to the waterfront view while the open grass and equipment is hidden behind it. What a waste.”
“Offer more outdoor winter sports such as cross country skiing, toboggan or sled hill other than Chatam Hill
Need to post signs at the trail crossings that traffic needs to stop for cross walk.
Enforce speed limit at Elizabeth Park
Enforce no feeding of wild animals in the parks
Educated bikers to obey the rules of stopping for stop signs, hand signals, not riding on sidewalks and not riding against traffic, and
etc”
“Trenton’s downtown needs to be hustling and bustling like downtown Wyandotte. Need more
small businesses in downtown. Need more
downtown fairs for families like downtown
Brighton does.
Need more nice restaurants.
The railroad tracks on King and Sibley Rds.
between W. Jefferson and Fort St. needs
repair badly. You literally have to crawl over
the tracks and then hurt your back due to
deep crevices.
To help w/ maintenance fund for boat launch areas-perhaps charge a seasonal fee for residents.”
Community services was one of the reasons we moved to Trenton.
“fitness classes too early in the morning, would like more choices. Chair Yoga class is hard to get into. not many openings.
card classes at westfield center have lots of crabby people Do not find friendly envoironment. have tried several times and always
the same. Not friendly at all card games are for fun, not crabby people”
We can’t have recreation without dollars.
We need more signs to point direction to trails. I would like to see a bike crossing at West/Westfield and something that allows
bikes to cross Fort Street. Continuous dedicated bike lanes along Jefferson are also on my wish list.
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“I joined LA Fitness this year because:
1. It was cheaper than paying for classes thru Rec dept.
2. They have more variety of classes
3. They offer classes at times I can go
4. They have workout equipment, basketball/raquetball courts, an indoor pool, locker/shower facilities.
Pickleball is a hot activity, something one one other Downriver community has. Let’s get this going!
If a new Senior Center is built ... please keep it NORTH of the railroad tracks!!!
Trenton is known as a hockey town .... we REALLY need to become more than that! Soccer, Lacrosse.
We have waterfront, yet limited access. Elizabeth Park as a jewel, now it belongs to the county.
Business on West Jefferson needs to compete with Wyandotte.”
Again, would love to take some water aerobics, but facilities are not good for many seniors. Would love to take grandchildren to
MacArthur’s Park, but there is nothing there for them.
50/50 Raffles at festivals
Trenton should take over Elizabeth Park. The park would be better cared for and a commission could oversee development of the
park to include a wading pool and fountain, (like we had in our parks back in the day) a trailer park, (Elizabeth Park was home to the
nation’s first Trailer Park, why not again?) Fishing classes and tournaments, a kayak rental, an overnight camping area for local scout
troops, an arboritum which might include memorial trees...just to name a few. I would support a small entry fee to the park for
vehicles on weekends.
Would like a dog park.
“Parks and recreation program is well managed and a definite plus to the community. The parks make this community especially attractive and there are many activities to choose from. I especially like the waterfront parks and boardwalk to walk by the water. The
parks always have people enjoying them when I drive past and I think they are an important part of why people like to live in Trenton
and or want to move here.
More value for your tax dollar than most of the neighboring communities.”
I love Trenton. It is the ideal place to live and raise children. It would be awesome to see the business portion of the city grow. West
Road and Downtown Trenton have some lame businesses. We need more restaurants, bars and shopping.
“Offer more drop in class opportunities for the fitness programs.
Other communities offer this and personally I go to other communities as it fits my schedule better.”
Need to build up our downtown. Wyandotte is amazing and we struggle.
“We need a curbside recycling program in the city. I think that more people would recycle and that would make our city greener.
I also think that by beautifying parks, schools and buildings, it makes the city look more attractive for people to move here or businesses to want to come here. There are a lot of vacant buildings in the city, I know not parks and rec area, but still worth mentioning.
I mean we need all we can get with the landfill to our north, mclouth to our east, dte smoke stacks to the southeast.
The downtown area needs some attention. We need more life down there. New businesses need to move in so people will want to
go down there and go to Elizabeth park.
I do like living in the city of Trenton, there r positives. But I think that with some updates/changes it could be so much better.”
“I think it would be a good idea to have a mounted division in Trenton, that would go between downtown Trenton and Elizabeth
Park. I think it would provide a sense of small-town and community. The horse could be housed either in the park with the ponies
or on the Island. Who doesn’t like a policeman on a horse? It would be quaint and a draw to our community.
I also liked the idea of adopting a park. I saw this promoted last year in the Buzz and it really made a difference in the cleanliness of
the parks. This year, however, I didn’t see it listed, and I can see the trash coming back. I would like to adopt a park myself!
I also would like to emphasize my desire to see the waterfront developed. I think we have a real untapped resource there. I’m not
sure exactly how to do it, but the mounted policeman would fit in nicely!
Also, what about our shopping area downtown? The rec department and downtown development committee need to work together to bring this to fruiti”
AS INDICATED IN A PREVIOUS ANSWER, I DO NOT BELIEVE WE SHOULD BE SPENDING ANY MONEY ON IMPROVEMENTS IF WE
AREN’T ABLE TO ALSO FULLY COMMIT TO THE CONTINUOUS MAINTENANCE OF THE IMPROVEMENTS. THROUGHOUT THE CITY
WE HAVE MADE THIS MISTAKE LEADING TO ADDITIONAL COSTS TO HOMEOWNERS AND CAUSING WORK FOR THEM AS WELL. ADD
THAT TOGETHER WITH THE SHORTENED LIFE SPAN OF EQUIPMENT DUE TO LACK OF THIS MAINTENANCE. WE NEED TO LOOK AT THE
IMPROVEMENTS OUR NEIGHBORING CITIES & TOWNSHIPS ARE MAKING THAT IS PUTTING THE CITY I LOVE IN A PREHISTORIC STATE
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WHEN IT COMES TO AMENITIES. SOME OF THE THINGS MENTIONED IN THIS SURVEY AS POSSIBLE ADDITIONS TO OUR CITY, HAVE
BEEN APART OF OTHER CITIES FOR YEARS AND ARE NOW IDEAS THAT HAVE “BEEN THERE, DONE THAT”. I WOULD STRONGLY URGE
THE PEOPLE IN CHARGE TO LOOK OUTSIDE THE BOX AND CONSIDER THE AGE OLD NOTION TO BE PROACTIVE & START THINKING
OUTSIDE THE BOX. PERHAPS A FOCUS GROUP IS IN ORDER WITH MULTI LEVEL AGE GROUPS INVOLVED.
quit banning parking on Riverside Dr.
Cultural center needs to get better With activities
I grew up in Trenton and loved the Trenton Parks and Recreation programs. Now that I have kids, we participate more in Woodhaven’s programs because they have better facilities, better offerings and better prices even for non-residents. Would love to participate
in more Trenton programs if they were convenient and appealing.
I THINK WE PAY ENOUGH TAXES IN TRENTON. WE SHOULD START LOOKING AT COST REDUCTIONS IN THE TRENTON GOVERNMENT
AND TRENTON EMPLOYEES. WE SEE A LOT OF WASTE.
This city is in desperate need of developing new and enticing things to bring people to the city. How about closing in the pool so that
it accessible year round. Bring in curb side recycling outsource garbage collection and move that staff to work on these park projects.
“Taxes in Trenton are high enough so I think priority-based spending should be the mandate.
Please consider expanding the farmers market season and possibly changing the location. It could be more much more of an asset if
used as an economic development tool.
It is not part of this survey, but I would like to see curbside recycling instated.
Thank you for asking.”
Parks & Rec is most important for our grandchildren.
“Trenton does a good job with Parks and Recreation programs. I have lived here for 45 years and have used a number of them,
including the shared, reciprocal use of other cities’ facilities (like
golf courses). I think we have enough facilities at present and don’t need any new buildings. The Westfield Activities Center is not
used 100%, nor is the Kennedy Ice Arena (never should have been expanded). So I am not in favor of expanding the
P&R budget at this time.”
Would love to see more development in downtown Trenton to help contribute to our tax base. Hopefully the McLouth property will
help with this.
I would like to see more outdoor nature learning events for kids. Again to that point too, plant more trees in the parks. LetÃ¢ÂÂs
plant trees that would attract color in the fall which will bring people to the area at that time.
“Trenton is a joke. My grandson plays soccer and there are no facilities in Trenton for soccer. He has to play at Germania field in
Brownstown. When he goes to away games in other cities the facilities are very nice. Trenton needs to keep up with the times...
HOCKEY ISN’T EVERYTHING. I could care less about hockey or the ice arena. No wonder downriver gets a bad rap.
Also, Trenton caters to residents on the NORTH side of West Road. Enough said there.
Trenton sure isn’t what it used to be. I wouldn’t recommend it to anybody to live there anymore.”
“Thirty years ago my husband and I bought our home here in Trenton because we heard what an awesome community it was. It
has never let us down in all that time! We talk about moving but know we would never find another community like this one. All of
the mayors and council members really believe in the city and it shows. Also the amazing fire and police department have amazing
people that truly care too. I am very proud of my community. This city is the best! The Parks & Rec people are nothing but kind and
so very helpful consistently. I have never been disappointed, nor do I ever expect to be.
-Nancy Redwine”
Would love to see our community be similar to those in Oakland county. Went to Northville and had a great time at a park. Spent
half the day there. Paths, landmarks, great playground equipment. Kids loved it. Fall cider/donut/ pumpkin gatherings, summer
markets with food and music. We tend to go to other communities to enjoy their community centers or services. Would love bike
paths as well. We really do enjoy raising our family here however our kids even agree and comment often they want more to do in
their city.
I’m happy that changes are being considered. I had many negative comments, but look forward to seeing changes in the future.
Would like to sign granddaughter up for more activities, but lack of air conditioning at cultural center is a problem. Separate kids who
poop in pool from “General population”. Waste of a pool pass. Ice rink sucks cash from other facilities.
Because of the age of my son, i have no used many of the recreation services available. In the future, i plan on using these services.
The city of Trenton and the Parks and recreation department needs to focus the majority of their attention on making this a desirable community for young families. Facebook and other social media outlets are also great ways for young families to become aware
of services available.
I feel a city tool rental program would help. Many of our young residents do not have the tools or experience to keep their house up
to code. I feel if the city offered basic classes on ‘how to’ for home projects it may help keep the houses in our community looking
good and therefore keep property values going in the positive direction.
As a engaged member of the community I would love to see the parks and rec department expand. I feel that there are some.
programs that could be cut to provide other programs that would be utilized more frequently. The playgrounds are outdated and the
youth sports programs are lacking.
We live on the North end of Grange and would love to see some development with the empty lot at Harrison and Grange. We do not
have a park within easy walking distance and would love to see a playground, dog park, etc. built at that site.
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The condition of our parks and facilities are in the worst condition I have ever seen them in and it seems like no one in the position to do anything about it cares. It seems like the City’s philosophy is let’s don’t maintain and upgrade anything, just bulldoze it
down.
Trenton is a great place to live and raise your family!! We have enjoyed all the great things to do here in Trenton for years!! But
things get old and used a lot and need to be updated, fixed , and replaced!! Can’t do it all or everything, but setting goals and doing whatever can be done reasonably and continuing forward will achieve much!
You should have indicated how long this survey is at the beginning, or in the email sent about it. Typically things I get like this
are only 10 questions or so and fairly quick/easy to answer. I started getting frustrated because I felt like it would never end, and
there were questions I didn’t know how to answer. If you would have told me to begin with, I would have saved it for a different
time when I felt more free to research and answer better. As it is I didn’t want to stop and lose my work, so I just finished with less
thought.
“We most need a high quality recreation center with generous space for fitness, programs, entertainment and banquet facilities.
Generous development on the waterfront must be the highest priority and could make Trenton a destination point rather than just
a great community to live in.”
We are empty nesters. We want nice recreational facilities to invite our family to. Parks, events, natural spaces are still important
to us even though our children have grown and moved. Also would appreciate the walking path by the Frank\poet drain to be
shoveled in a he winter. Lots of people use it all year. Love our community.
I would have liked to have had an activity/fitness center added to the Kennedy Ice Arena where fitness classes, basketball or even
volleyball could be played. Not everyone in Trenton plays hockey and I certainly do not want to pay anything to the ice arena.
I like our parks and participate in classes on occasion. Right now though I pay for a gym membership at work. If we had a center
I would pay to use that. Also, the hours offered for some classes do not work with my schedule since I work until 5 and have an
hour drive. So later classes or weekend classes would be awesome! I would really love to see some new life in Trenton
Trenton is way behind Woodhaven and Brownstown in providing community facilities. The Trenton City council and mayor are living in the past and have no interest in improving the community facilities as Woodhaven and Brownstown have done over the past
several years.
The tennis court at Slocum park is horrible. Why are all the basketball courts half court?
The city plans are set by the hockey families and the senior citizens. What is left for others? Funds are diverted disproportionately
to these groups.
I think international wildlife refuge is a place of huge potential for the people and the environment in Trenton. If we can get ecotourism here, we would be bring business in and value to our homes while protecting the natural world around us.
Improve rotary park boat launch. The dock needs more tie outs and better bump protection and especially on the seawall side it is
all cement and provides no protection if a boat hits due to waves/strong current. I am happy this launch is close but unhappy with
the condition of this launch.
The library is a great asset
This survey was too long and took too long to complete.
“Trenton needs to do more to promote community involvement in the decision making process as well as proving the opportunity
to mingle with other residents in more downtown street activities such as outdoor music/eating venues throughout the summer
months whereby pedestrian only streets are blocked for this purpose.
Stenciling bikes on a few city streets is not enough to promote biking in this city. Those bikelane streets need to be patched up and
cleaned more often than non-bikelanes. Additionally, bike paths would also be welcome.
I realize the P&R dept requires funding allocation from the council and can only work with what you get, but you need to make the
case to the city that more funding is required if trenton is to thrive.
P&R has dropped significantly since my children were children growing up in the 80’s and 90’s.
I ride my bike a lot around the city and I see a lot of mismatch of park utilization. Oh oh, I am running out of characters so....”
At Elizabeth Park the county should make a continuous circle walking path around the park. The bike path and the board walk by
the river completes three quarters of the path. The other quarter needs to go from the bridge by the tourist lodge to the boardwalk.
“The pool hours need to be longer in the summer and more consistent from year to year. Each year we hunt for the days and
hours. We should also be able to purchase season passes at the pool itself. Getting to City Hall during business hours is difficult
sometimes. There should be more planned activities at the pool as well. Pool parties, movies in the pool, family picnic day etc.
Parks need updated badly. My kids want a place to play near our house. The equipment at the park is not enough.
The Cultural centre needs to be open some week nights at Christmas for Santa.”
Trenton should consider building something similar to Flat Rock’s recreation with basketball, indoor pool, workout facilities.
Enough of investing in hockey.
#34 says to check all that apply-but can only check one ????
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DISC GOLF at parks is big in Michigan, and Trenton is the only city with ample room that hasn’t even attempted to build a course
yet, please make this happen
Trenton has always been a great city to live in with an upstanding community. While I have been very happy in the past with the
Parks and Recreation activities, it would be nice to see some more activities for kids around age 10 - 12 years of age. I always
thought it would be nice to have a program that is maybe 4-6 weeks long (or so) introducing sports (that we don’t have in the
city). Example: spend 1 week playing soccer, 1 week playing basketball, 1 week playing volleyball, etc. This way, kids that aren’t
sure of what they would like to play can get an idea of their interests. It would also be amazing to have a community center like
the Flat Rock Community Center!
I do not live in Trenton. I use some of the city’s sites.
We need curb side recycling. Many cities around us have had this program for years. I cannot believe this is something we do not
have access to. I would even be willing to pay extra for it. It would also be nice if we had a downtown similar to Wyandotte. A
place with shops, parks, and restaurants by the water where families and friends could get together. There are some nice places
(Round House, Truago, Promenade), but we need more.
Grosse Ile needs aquatic discount
Splash pad for kids at the park
We need more programs in sports for children at a young age. Examples: football, basketball, volleyball, tennis, running club
“We have fallen behind in our Parks and Rec.
Compare to ALLEN Park or Flat Rock.”
“Many communities in the area have community centers that offer more than Trenton offers, so many neighbors I know pay to use
the facilities in nearby cities. Also, the times available for many of the fitness classes in Trenton do not work for people that are
employees full-time during the day - if there were more evening and/or weekend opportunities... I would be able to participate
much more often, as would my family members.
My children are currently preteen and teenage, so although they don’t use the playgrounds much anymore, I would love for them
to have more opportunities to use outdoor spaces in the city. They enjoyed the classes offered for younger children, but are now
at an age where there is not much currently offered for them to participate in.
A huge bonus to living in Trenton is our access to the Detroit River, and I would love to have more spaces near the water for public
access.”
Why spend money on recreation programming for Trenton only. It was be more economical and convenient to merge Recreation
department with local cities, like Flat Rock and Riverview. Would lead to more class times and more variety. Save money, don’t
spend it.
I am a life-long Trenton resident. I think the state of Parks & Rec from the point of view of what’s important to me is a complete
disgrace, in particular how you’ve allowed the Cultural Center to fall into disrepair and the Country Xmas program basically collapsing is inexcusable. The things I used to enjoy doing as a child and am nostalgic about are no longer offered and have long been
dead. In my 20s, there was nothing offered that was of interest to my age group. Almost all programs are family-oriented, so being
single, there was almost nothing of interest as a 30-something and now 40-something except a few community ed classes. I have
tried to give feedback and participate throughout my time here and have been ignored. Allowing the waterfront view to be almost
completely blocked by obnoxiously large homes was a disgrace. The parks and rec programs in other cities fit better with my
needs so I have been using those. For a single, non-sports enthusiast resident, P&R offers nothing.
The parks need the most attention, they barely qualify to be called such. Also, the Westfield Center is perfectly fine for the activities held there. Maintain the structure we have now and stop wasting time and money looking for a new one
combine school system and city facilities (like the $10 million dollar pool) to create that community center! seems like city council
and the school board run separate fiefdoms. citizens are going to say no to both because the city should be run as one enterprise.
many other communities have done this, Trenton is really hurting for strong, smart leadership!
I would like to see side walks connecting the entire city, not just certain neighborhoods. We need to implement safe crossings on
all roadways that are around all the parks and recreation areas
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Trenton Trail Town Master Plan

T

he human, health and community benefits associated
with recreational trails have been widely studied and well
documented.

Recreational trails can also have a significant impact on the local
economy. Trails can help attract and support tourism and new business
opportunities. In addition, local residents often spend money on trailrelated activities and related businesses. As the link between trails and
economic development is better understood, many communities are
looking for ways to capitalize on their current trail networks. This plan
is designed to discuss and illustrate how Trenton can better leverage its
existing (and future) trail systems to maximize trail-based tourism and
economic development opportunities — that is, to redefine Trenton as
a “Trail Town.”

The Trail Town Concept
“Communities are realizing the economic potential of trails as highly
desirable destinations that bring dollars into the places they serve…trails
and greenways attract visitors from near and far — visitors who facilitate
job growth in tourism-related opportunities like restaurants, local stores
and lodging. Communities are increasingly utilizing this ‘Trail Town’
model of economic revitalization that places trails as the centerpiece
of a tourism-centered strategy for small-town revitalization.”
Excerpted from a 2007 article published by the Rails to Trails Conservancy
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Trails can help encourage healthy lifestyles and active living by supporting
recreational activities that are inclusive and universally accessible to
people of all ages and abilities. Trails can help preserve the environment
by protecting important human and wildlife corridors and reducing air
pollution through alternative modes of transportation. Trails can help
foster a strong sense of community and place, providing an opportunity
for social interaction and access to community amenities such as parks,
neighborhoods, schools and downtowns.
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What is a Trail Town?
A Trail Town is a community along
a land or water trail that actively
supports trail users by promoting
its trail resources to both tourists
and citizens, providing the goods
and services trail users need, and
embracing its trail system as an
important resource to enhanced
and celebrated. In such a town, the
trail is an integral and important
part of the community, central to
its identity and character.

Most trail users will require some
degree of goods and services.
Making connections with local
restaurants, bars and retailers is
important in creating a friendly
Trail Town community.

Trail Towns - A Michigan Perspective
The Trail Town concept has taken root in
communities and along trails all over Michigan. In
southeast Michigan, the Clinton River Watershed
Council and the Huron River Watershed Council
each have active Trail Town initiatives that are
designed to help towns within each watershed
develop universally accessible amenities (e.g.,
access sites) and leverage their riverside assets
for water-oriented community development.
St. Clair County, in partnership with regional
economic development agencies and Michigan
State University Extension, has developed formal

Trail Town Master plans for nine communities along
Michigan’s Thumb coast.
In June of 2014, Michigan Governor Rick Snyder
signed into effect Public Act 210, which states that
upon petition from a local official, the director of the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
may designate a city, village or township as a “Pure
Michigan Trail Town,” provided the community
meets certain criteria. As of this writing, DNR
officials are working to determine the final extent
of the criteria, but it is expected to be finalized by
the fall of 2018.
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This plan recognizes the significant efforts that local business owners,
organizations such as the Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative
(DLGI), municipal staff members, local officials, and regional
economic development agencies already provide in support of
tourism, economic development and trail building in the Trenton
and the entire downriver area.

Trail Town Characteristics
A Trail Town is a community that has embraced its trail assets and is
actively using the trails to leverage new opportunities for community
and economic development. A Trail Town is also a community that
celebrates and actively works to promote, maintain and enhance its
trail networks.
A Trail Town is an active, attractive, and interesting place with
accessible and comfortable spaces. These spaces in turn host a variety
of activities that promote social interaction and a strong sense of
place.

• Meet both the needs of trail tourists and the residents of the
community;
• Have the physical amenities that support trail users such as bike/
kayak racks, wayfinding signs, wide sidewalks, well-marked
crosswalks, drinking fountains, and benches with shade; and
• Have the business amenities that appeal to and support trail users
(such as a bike shop, kayak outfitter, casual restaurant, boutiquestyle shops and ice cream shop).
Overnight trail users or trail tourists will likely seek additional business
amenities, such as a laundromat and a café with Internet. Open and
inviting storefronts and vibrant pedestrian-friendly streets also appeal
to trail users and will encourage visitors to casually stroll through
your downtown.
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The strategies and recommendations outlined in this document
are meant to highlight new ideas and spark discussions about
how Trenton could better utilize its trail assets to expand on and
complement existing recreation and community development efforts.
Furthermore, many of the strategies and recommendations outlined
in this document support ongoing local, regional and even statewide
efforts to capitalize on and leverage local assets for community and
economic development.

A TRAIL TOWN SHOULD:

Trenton Trail Town Master Plan

Supporting Economic Development Initiatives in
Trenton
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A Regional Perspective
It is important for local trail advocates, economic development
professionals and public officials in Trenton to understand that
the city is not an isolated community; it is linked by its trail
network to other communities throughout the greater downriver
area. Furthermore, its association with the Iron Belle Trail means
Trenton is linked to communities throughout the entire length of
the statewide trail.
Typically, water trails tend to be used by people seeking an excursion
of a few hours in duration. However, some adventurous paddlers
may be on the water trail for multiple days. Similarly, most bike
tourists seek a half-day or entire-day excursion, but some bike
tourists may be out for a couple days and visit several communities,
especially on weekends. In addition, although vacationers may visit
(often repeatedly) the trail located at their primary destination (or
“hub”), they may also access different sections of the same trail or
different trails altogether when they visit nearby towns throughout
the duration of their stay.
It will also be important for local community leaders, trail advocates,
business owners and economic development organizations to
regularly communicate with surrounding communities and
participating state agencies about local trail conditions, safety
concerns and trail/biking events. Regular communication can be
especially useful if large paddle- or bike-themed events or tours
pass through the community.

The Trail Town Strategy
Ultimately, Trenton needs to be a friendly place that supports, celebrates
and encourages paddlers, walkers/runners, bikers and other trail users
to visit and welcomes them with warm hospitality. Trenton also needs
to continue working with its partners on the continued development,
expansion, maintenance and promotion if its trail networks.
Understanding the basic elements of a Trail Town Strategy is an
important part of building this culture.

5
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• Entice trail users to get off the trail and into
downtown.
• Welcome trail users to Trenton by making
information about downtown Trenton readily
available at the trailhead and key entryways
into the community.
• Make a strong, accessible and safe connection
between downtown Trenton and the trail(s).
• Educate local businesses on the economic
benefits of meeting the needs of trail tourists.
• Expand existing businesses or recruit new
businesses or to fill gaps in the goods or
services that trail users want and need.
• Support and promote the “trail friendly,”
“bicycle friendly” and “pedestrian friendly”
character of Trenton.
• Work with neighboring communities and
DLGI to promote the entire trail system in the
downriver region as a trail-tourist destination.

Trenton Trail Town Master Plan

THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF A “TRAIL TOWN
STRATEGY”
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CONSIDERATIONS IN CREATING A TRAIL TOWN ENVIRONMENT

It is important for local officials to understand that the Trail Town initiative must come
from within the community. Becoming a Trail Town is as much about local attitude as
it is about physical improvements. The following list are considerations local officials
should consider when working to create a dynamic Trail Town environment.
• The more Trail Towns there are throughout the downriver area offering hospitality
and services, the more attractive the region will be for tourism; the success of one
community is important to the success of all the communities.
• Leadership, resources and initiative from within the community (especially the
business community) will be necessary to turn Trenton into a Trail Town.
• A safe, accessible and well-maintained trail is the centerpiece, so it’s important to
continually enhance and maintain the trail and work closely with public officials,
the public works and recreation department, DLGI, the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR), and public safety agencies.
• A core bicycle/pedestrian-friendly philosophy should be adopted by local officials
and business owners.
• Trail users, road bikers and paddlers should be accommodated both physically and
socially within the downtown area.
• Goods and services for trail users, paddlers and bicycle tourists will be appealing to
other types of tourists as well as to local residents.
• Trenton’s police officers can be important ambassadors along the trail.
• Workers in the service industry in and near downtown (e.g., wait staff, hotel front
desk workers, Uber drivers) are important ambassadors for the trail systems and
Trenton, providing information advice, guidance and recommendations to trail
tourists.
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The Trenton Trail Town
Planning Process
In 2017, DLGI was awarded grants from
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Iron Belle Program and from
the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Funds
at the Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan. Part of this grant
funding was dedicated to facilitate and
develop a formal Trail Town Master
Plan for the City of Trenton. This
project complements efforts to develop a
comprehensive signage strategy for trails
in Trenton and the entire downriver area.
The purpose of the Trail Town Master
Plan is to provide the framework and
direction upon which the City of Trenton
will work to leverage new opportunities
for trail-related community and
economic development.
A little like a “blueprint,” this Master Plan
provides the framework under which the
Trail Town initiative will be developed,
managed and promoted. Under the
master planning effort, community
stakeholders, business owners, local
officials, DLGI, and interested citizens
participated in a series of activities
following a five-step process.
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Next, LIAA staff worked with stakeholders to assess the physical
characteristics of Trenton’s downtown and its relationship to its trail
network, an exercise known as the “Trail-To-Town Assessment.” The
assessment helped the stakeholders identify and better understand
the physical challenges that trail visitors encounter when they visit
downtown Trenton.
Using the Trail-To-Town Assessment Form in the Appendix of this
Plan, the stakeholders explored the pedestrian connection between the
trail near Elizabeth Park and then into downtown Trenton, including
the linear relationship between the designated shared lane marking
(or “sharrow”) and the downtown; potential water access sites near
several road endings; public amenities along the route; and the six
“connecting elements” of the trail-to-town route

CHAPTER 1 | INTRODUCTION

In June 2018, staff from the Land Information Access Association
(LIAA), a nonprofit community development organization based in
Traverse City, facilitated a kickoff meeting at The Grand. Although
the meeting was geared for key community stakeholders, the entire
community was invited to participate. The purpose of the meeting
was to provide an overview of the Trail Town strategy, describe what
it means to be Trail Town, discuss the process by which Trenton will
create its Trail Town initiative, and invite and encourage people to
participate in the planning process. In addition to the stakeholder
meeting, a larger public presentation about the Trail Town strategy
was given at City Hall.

Step Two. Conduct a Trail-To-Town Assessment

Trenton Trail Town Master Plan

Step One. Introduce the Trail Town Concept

NEED TO FILL IN THE NUMBER OF
AMENITIES IDENTIFIED IN STEP
THREE
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Step Three. Identify Business, Community and Service Amenities
The stakeholders then worked to together to identify and map all
the businesses, community and service amenities within downtown
Trenton that are, or could be supportive to, trail users. In total, XX
amenities were identified and organized as place to “eat, sleep and
shop” as well as “helpful services.”

Step Four. Identify and Assess Promotional Materials
LIAA staff conducted an assessment of the building form and public
realm elements of downtown Trenton, including awnings, signs,
windows and doors, sidewalks, street trees and outdoor seating.
After all the on-site assessments were complete, LIAA staff worked
to identify and assess the types and content of all of the promotional
materials related to Trenton. The purpose of this exercise was to
better understand how existing promotional materials address
the connection between the trail and the downtown and the ways
in which the connection could be made more prominent. The
assessment included both website and print materials as well as
internal materials (e.g., The Buzz) and external materials (e.g.,
Michigan Trails Magazine).outdoor seating.

Step Five. Prioritize Actions and Develop Master Plan
Over the next few months, the steering committee and LIAA worked
to develop an action plan for Trenton. Actions were categorized under
Organization, Design, Economic Vitality, Economic Restructuring,
and Promotion.
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Actions were established for each category.
The community stakeholders (or a formal
trail town steering committee) will continue
to work on timelines, possible lead agents,
potential partners and cost estimates. See
Chapter Four for more details. Additional
resources and checklists are provided in
the Appendix of this Master Plan.
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T

renton is fortunate to have both non-motorized trails
and water trails that connect to the downtown and other
popular community assets throughout the city and beyond.

DETROIT HERITAGE RIVER WATER TRAIL

The Belle Isle/Detroit segment travels around Historic Belle Isle,
providing great views of the island (including the historic Detroit Yacht
Club), the Detroit skyline and Canada. This 7-mile trail segment also
provides a great opportunity to observe freighters from the water.
The Rouge River segment begins in the City of Melvindale and travels
about 6 miles down the Rouge River to a takeout at Belanger Park on
the Detroit River. The route highlights the automotive history of the
area, with close-up views of the Ford Rouge Complex, unique bascule
bridges and some pockets of green.
The Huron River segment begins in the City of Flatrock and travels
about 10 miles to Lake Erie. This trail segment is quite scenic as it
meanders through several small bedroom communities.

The Lower Detroit River segment begins in Wyandotte’s
Bishop Park (which features an adaptive kayak launch)
and travels about 10 miles south to Lake Erie. The trail
passes through many downriver communities, including
Trenton, as well as the International Wildlife Refuge.
Within the Lower Detroit River Segment, the Handler
Drain Loop passes right along downtown Trenton as it
loops around Grosse Isle and then south toward Lake
Erie. At this time, there is no direct public access to the
Handler Drain Loop water trail from downtown Trenton.
However, several waterfront pocket-parks provide an
opportunity for such access. The closest access site to
the water trail is located in Elizabeth Park.
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The Detroit Heritage River Water Trail is one of Michigan’s most
dynamic and diverse water trails, traveling through the urban areas
of downtown Detroit as well as the serene areas of the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge. The water trail is organized into four
distinct paddling segments.

CHAPTER 2 | TRAIL PROFILE
Trenton Trail Town Master Plan

14

DOWNRIVER LINKED GREENWAYS

Today, the Downriver Linked Greenway Trails are a system of
connected (and non-contiguous) trails, pathways, bike lanes and
sidewalks linking communities throughout the downriver area.

IRON BELLE TRAIL
The Iron Belle Trail is often referred to as Michigan’s “showcase
trail,” a statewide trail that touches hundreds of municipalities and
crosses through 48 different Michigan counties. Using existing trails
and some new connections, the Iron Belle Trail extends more than
2,000 miles from the far western tip of the Upper Peninsula to Belle
Isle in Detroit on a biking route and a hiking route. The biking route
utilizes many of the state’s existing bike paths, bike lanes, and signed,
designated biking routes as it travels up the east side of the state.
In Trenton, the Iron Belle Trail shares and utilizes the Downriver
Linked Greenway as its corridor through the city.

15
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In Trenton, the Downriver Linked Greenway Trail enters downtown
from the south, out of Elizabeth Park. From there, the trail turns
into sidewalk infrastructure as it veers toward the river, adjacent
to downtown Trenton along Walnut Street. From there, the trail
utilizes sidewalk infrastructure going north along several blocks of

Riverside Drive. At West Street, the trail veers west until it meets
with Jefferson and goes north into the City of Riverview.

Trenton Trail Town Master Plan

The Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative (DLGI) began in 1999
as a community-driven regional effort to coordinate non-motorized
transportation in the downriver area. Downriver communities had
recognized the importance and need for the improvement of issues
surrounding quality of life in the area. At the time, DLGI was one
of only a few multi-jurisdictional, non-motorized initiatives in
southeast Michigan and was at the forefront of regional planning
efforts that helped to fuel statewide trail momentum.

CHAPTER 3

TOWN PROFILE

T

he City of Trenton has many of the characteristics
that make up and contribute to a successful Trail Town
environment.

Trenton is fortunate to be surrounded by an abundance of trails and
outdoor recreation and interpretation opportunities. The Detroit
River and channel around Elizabeth Park provide opportunities for
paddling and boating. Trails and other infrastructure provide ample
opportunities for biking and walking. Twelve community parks
provide for a wide variety of organized and passive recreation. The
Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative continues to work to develop
non-motorized trails connecting Trenton with several communities
throughout the downriver region.
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Trenton boasts attractive, tree-lined walkable streets, a small mix of
locally owned shops and restaurants (with outdoor dining); a modern
library; a historical museum; a historic theatre; a recreation center;
several parks; and a year-round schedule of popular events. All of
these amenities are centered around a traditional downtown on the
banks of the Detroit River.

Trenton Trail Town Master Plan

THE CITY OF TRENTON
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BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY AMENITIES
To truly be called a “Trail Town”, the City of Trenton must have the
businesses and services to support both overnight and day-trip trail
users. As was previously mentioned, downtown Trenton features a
mix of locally owned shops and restaurants.
There are roughly seven restaurants and two ice-cream shops
within three blocks of the Downriver Linked Greenways Trail as
it enters downtown Trenton from Elizabeth Park. Round House
BBQ, Truago and Promenade Artisan Foods have outdoor seating,
which adds additional vibrancy to downtown Trenton, especially
in the summer months. A handful of restaurants and the Riviera
Market along Van Horn, just south of downtown Trenton, provide
both sit-down and fast-food dining options.
At this time, there are no formal overnight accommodations in
Trenton. Airbnb lists a handful of rooms and homes available for
extended stays in Trenton.
At this time, downtown Trenton does not have a bike shop or
outdoor store where trail users could purchase or rent bikes or
other gear. However, Riverside Kayak Connection rents both bikes
and kayaks out of Elizabeth Park. Riverside Kayak Connection also
hosts several guided tours along the Detroit River and Trenton.
The two primary recreational/cultural assets in and around Trenton
are Elizabeth Park and the Detroit River International Wildlife
Refuge. Located just south of downtown Trenton, Elizabeth Park
(Wayne County’s oldest park) features over 1,300 feet of riverwalk as
well as fields for baseball and softball, shared roads for cycling and
in-line skating, hiking trails and cross-country trails. As previously

mentioned, trail users can access both the Downriver Linked Greenways
Trail and the Detroit Heritage River Water Trail from Elizabeth Park.
Located just a few miles south of downtown Trenton, the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge consists of nearly 6,000 acres of unique
habitat, including islands, coastal wetlands, marshes, shoals, and
waterfront lands within an authorized boundary extending along 48
miles of shoreline. A new visitor center and boat dock/fishing pier are
currently under construction. Once completed, the visitor center is sure
to attract thousands of visitors each year. The visitor center, Elizabeth
Park and downtown Trenton are all connected by the Downriver
Linked Greenways Trail.
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Introduction

Regional Context
The City of Trenton is in the southeastern portion of Wayne County, which in turn is in the
southeastern portion of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula. The City has a land area of 7.5 square miles.
It is located within the Detroit Metropolitan Statistical area and is situated approximately 15 miles
southwest of downtown Detroit , 41 miles northeast of Toledo OH, and 38 miles east of Ann Arbor.
Communities immediately adjacent to the City include the cities of Riverview to the north, Grosse Ile to
the east (across the Detroit River), Gibraltar to the south, and Riverview, Woodhaven, and Brownstone
Township to the west.
The Trenton coastline has global significance that is entirely separate from the cluster of human
population that defines it as a City. The Detroit River and western Lake Erie represent the intersection
of the Atlantic and Mississippi flyways for migratory birds, and have long been used by many species

as a place to rest and eat during the trip. When the sole undeveloped mile of American Detroit River
bank was preserved as a wildlife refuge in 2001, including Trenton’s southernmost shore, a public
connection was made to the natural and environmental context of Southeast Michigan that has long
been overlooked in favor of (or worse, assumed to have been eradicated by) the industrial landscape.
The relationship between surface water and industrial land use is of central importance to both the
economic and the environmental resilience of Trenton…and the rest of the world. As a source of
drinking water and hydroelectric power, water bodies and watercourses were nearly universally a
necessary feature for settlement in early America. Once located, every one of those water bodies and
watercourses was subjected to standard industrial and development practices of the 20th century,
which were designed around a single organizing principle: to maximize wealth as defined by resource
exploitation. A hundred years later, the scale of degradation of these resources is surpassed only by the
depth of our dependence on them.
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Industrial land use in general is a

ventures. In 1855, under the name of

Solomon Sibley (and eventually

difficult topic of critical importance

“Trenton”, which was also known as a

Detroit’s first Mayor and the state’s

in Trenton. Along with nearly all of

type of stratum found in the bedrock

first U.S. attorney) started a limestone

southeast Michigan, Trenton played a

of surrounding lands, the community

quarry, near present day Fort Street

significant supporting role as “Detroit

incorporated again.

and Sibley Road, which was eventually

put the world on wheels.” The blight

The river has played many important

sold to Arm & Hammer to make

and liability of the present-day
McLouth Steel site are the interest
payments on the fabulous wealth
generated by that land during the
industrial boom of the 20th century.
That wealth has now shown to be
borrowed from the future, and the
City, the State, and indeed the entire
Rust Belt face the challenges of postindustrial productive land use.

History
Ancestral home to the Potawatomi,
the land that is now Trenton changed
hands along with Fort Detroit among
the French, British, and Americans
until 1796. The American victory in
the War of 1812 cleared ownership
claims by the British and the Native
Americans. Trenton’s first European
settler was a New York-born land
surveyor and War of 1812 Major
named Abram Caleb Truax.
Trenton was originally founded under
the name Truaxton in 1834. Founder
Truax acquired the highest ground
along the Detroit River between
Detroit and Toledo, a break in what
was otherwise swamp. Giles Slocum
built the first dock shortly thereafter,
launching Trenton’s riverine economy,
and eventually married Major
Truax’s daughter Sophia. Trenton
soon became a stop for steamboats
attracting new settlers and business
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roles in Trenton’s history. Not

baking soda.

only has the river been a major

Much like the rest of Michigan and

thoroughfare that generated a

the Midwest, the latter half of the

bustling lumber and shipping industry

20th century has been less fruitful.

it now provides recreational space

Trenton’s population peaked in the

for its residents. Trenton attributes

1970s and since then many companies,

much of its economic prosperity to

jobs, and people have left town.

the river, and its position amongst

Trenton is no longer the industrial hub

railroads, interstates, and the Detroit

it once was, but has been shifting to

Metropolitan Airport. Also, the oldest

a more diverse job base. Trenton still

park in Wayne County, Elizabeth Park,

remains a strong, middle-class, family-

lies along the riverfront. Major Truax’s

oriented suburb of Detroit.

descendants donated the land to the

People have raised generations

County.

of families, sending their children

Its current land mass is due to the

throughout each stage of education

annexation of a portion of the

to the Trenton Public Schools system;

neighboring Monguagon Township. In

merchants have opened businesses

1957, Trenton officially became a City.

within the downtown and along

Trenton’s steady economic growth

West and Fort Street, some operating

continued from the middle of the

for decades and still contributing to

19th century until the middle of the

the Trenton Business Association;

20th century. During this era, Trenton

residents walk their dogs along

was at an important crossroads

the Frank and Poet Drain paved

in a productive manufacturing

trail and bike in Elizabeth Park;

region. In addition to building

active community members have

over $1 million worth of vessels for

volunteered, sponsored, and attended

waterborne activity, Trenton was

the many festive events through the

home to advanced industry including

years, such as the Christmas Parade

mills, quarries, the DTE Trenton

or Jazz on the River. Trenton is a City,

Channel Power plant, the Riverside

but it is much more than the sum

Osteopathic hospital, Chrysler

of its parts; it is a community, an

plants, and steel plants. It lay at the

assemblage, and a home.

conjunction of rail lines that linked

A more detailed timeline of important

Toledo to Trenton to Detroit and
Monroe. Notably, a Detroiter named

dates in Trenton’s history follows.
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Trenton Timeline

{{

1800 Truax comes to Michigan; is a “prominent Detroit Businessman” by 1808
1827 Wayne County townships organized; first Monguagon Township meeting at AC Truax home
1828 Monguago post office opens with Truax as postmaster
1833 Giles Slocum arrives
1834 Truax lays out the village; Slocum constructs first dock
1837 Post office named changed to “Truago”
1838 Giles married Sophia Truax
1842-43 Thomas’ Protestant Episcopal Church and Methodist Episcopal church built
1846 Detroit and Cleveland Steamboat Company founded
1847 Post office name changed to “Trenton”
1848 Trenton Mills built
1850 Plat recorded as Trenton; incorporated in 1855; repealed in 1857
1855 LSMS rail constructed through Trenton from Monroe to Detroit
1866 First cemetery formed
1866-1874 $1.5M worth of vessels built in Trenton
1873 MCRR line built next to LSMS line
1873 Financial panic ends boat building business
1875 Trenton is reincorporated
1879 Trenton mills move to west end of village near depots
1885 First telephone switchboard installed
1897 GTW rail line built north of Slocum’s Junction to Detroit
1898 Trenton Water Works extends service to the village limit
Early 1900s: Trenton is the halfway stop between Detroit and Monroe
1900 Sibley Quarry explosion
1903 Fourth rail route through Trenton built from Toledo to Detroit
1905 Interurban link between Monroe and Detroit completed
1919 Elizabeth Park donated to Wayne County
1923: Slocum Truax school – new high school
1924 DTE Trenton Channel Power Plant completed (units 1-6)
1924 Bridges built over canals in Elizabeth Park
1929 Village of Sibley annexed
1920 Light rail runs along W Jefferson to Wyandotte
1934 Light rail service ends
1942 Light rail tracks removed for war effort
1944 Riverside Osteopathic Hospital opens
1946 Chrysler Brake and Paint Plant opens
1949 McLouth Steel opens
1950 DTE Trenton Channel Power Plant Units 7 and 8 open
1952 Chrysler North Engine Plant begins production
1957 Incorporation as a City
1959 City of Riverview incorporates
1961 City of Gibraltar incorporates
1965 City of Woodhaven incorporates
1968 DTE Trenton Channel Power Plant Unit 9 opens
1969 Chrysler North Engine Plant major expansion
~1975 DTE Trenton Channel Power Plant Units 1-6 decommissioned
1990 Chrysler Brake and Paint Plant closes
1996 McLouth Steel closes (NH)
1997 Solutia company founded
2001 Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge established
2002 Riverside Osteopathic Hospital closes
2002 Wayne County acquires Chrysler Brake and Paint Plant for DRIWR Refuge Gateway
2004 Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge acquires Humbug Marsh from Trenton and Gibraltar
2007 Chrysler South Engine Plant opens
2009 Monguagon Creek daylighted leading into Humbug Marsh
2009 Solutia cuts over 115 jobs
2011 Chrysler North Engine Plant closes
2011 Detroit River Shoreline Restoration project completed at the Refuge Gateway
2013 20% of Chrysler North Engine Plant repurposed
2013 Partial demolition of Riverside Osteopathic
2016 Trenton Channel Power Plant Units 7 and 8 close
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Planning Context

“Sustainable America,” which was

The planning history of the City of

for sustaining prosperity, opportunity,

Trenton is intentional. Trenton’s
first Master Plan was a General
Development Plan, written with the
assistance of federal funds in 1957,
the year Trenton was incorporated
as a City. The City’s next plan was
completed in 1969 after two years
of work, intended to guide future
development and redevelopment
in the City. It was never formally
adopted by the Planning Commission
as the City’s official land use planning
guideline. However, it was used as
a starting point for the Planning
Commission’s decisions, and its
recommendations were generally
followed.
Thirty years later, the Planning
Commission found itself struggling
to implement a plan that had aged
out of effectiveness. After a review
of the City’s planning needs, the
Planning Commission concluded that
a comprehensive study would repeat
much of the information presented in
previous plans. Instead, the Planning
Commission developed a Master Plan
for Future Land Use: An Amended
Plan to Sustain a Qualitative Living
Environment. Adopted in 2003, the
plan took directional cues from
President Clinton’s Council on
Sustainable Development report

heralded as creating a new consensus
and a healthy environment.

Resiliency Master
Plan

City officials have since endeavored

The challenge

to implement its land use

A master plan is a document that

recommendations, and have used the

describes the general conditions of a

Plan to help guide their planning and

community, defines the community’s

zoning decisions throughout the City.

goals and expectations, and provides

The 2002 Plan has endured over the

recommendations in varying levels of

years because it was a well-conceived

detail for reaching those goals. The

Plan. It has persevered as well because

practice of master planning is over

the City approached near physical

a century old in this country, and

development capacity many years

most communities have at least one

ago; there is not a significant amount

master plan on the books. Though

of land that remains in the community

it is not a regulatory document

for new development.

itself—it has no “teeth” to enforce

In 2008, the Michigan Legislature

its recommendations—a community

adopted Public Act 33, the Municipal

with a master plan must base its

Planning Enabling Act. Section 33(1)

zoning decisions on the principles

in Act 33 states that a municipal

contained within that plan. This is

Master Plan may project 20 years or

how the zoning ordinance implements

more into the future. Section 45(2)

the master plan.

states that at least every five years

A Resiliency Plan, sometimes also

after adoption of its Master Plan, the

called a Climate Action Plan, is a much

municipality shall review the Plan and

newer concept originating in the

determine whether to commence the

1990s. The goal of this type of plan is

procedure to amend the Master Plan

to examine City systems in the context

or adopt a new Master Plan. In 2009,

of potential change, specifically

the Planning Commission reviewed

climate change, to determine ways of

the existing plan. City Council at that

avoiding, mitigating, and recovering

time felt there wasn’t a need to update

from stresses and strains. A relatively

or amend it. In 2014, the Planning

small number of communities have

Commission again reviewed the

them. Among that group are many

current plan and recommended an

high-profile cities across the globe

update or amendment.

from Athens and Paris to New York
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City and New Orleans. One defining
difference from a Master Plan is that
a Resiliency Plan is not statutorily
connected to any regulations. That
means that without individual,
continuous, successful efforts to
implement it, this document may
spend the rest of its days sitting on the
shelf.
The good news is that these
two types of plans are excellent
candidates for collaboration. A
heightened focus on impending
change is perfectly appropriate for
a long-range comprehensive plan,
and including each of the required
master planning elements ensures
that resiliency efforts are sufficiently
broad. This project is a part of a pilot
project to evaluate the effectiveness
of integrating resiliency planning into
the existing master planning process
in Michigan.

The approach

when needed.
{{

…has infrastructure and services.

through the lens of six characteristics

It has strong housing, transport,

of resiliency.

power, water and sanitation
systems. It has the ability to

SIX CHARACTERISTICS

maintain, repair and renovate
them.

As the worldwide first responders
to crises of all manner and scale

{{

…has economic opportunities.

for over 150 years, the International

It has a diverse range of

Federation of Red Cross and Red

employment opportunities,

Crescent Societies (Red Cross) has

income and financial services. It

vast experience with communities

is flexible, resourceful and has the

that display tremendous resilience…

capacity to accept uncertainty and

and with those that don’t. To evaluate

respond (proactively) to change.

its own efforts toward goals of its
Community Based Disaster Risk

(MAP), the Michigan Department

identified six “Characteristics of a

of Environmental Quality (MDEQ),

Safe and Resilient Community,” using

and the National Oceanic and

evaluations of communities which

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

had received relief efforts. The report

to participate in a statewide pilot

concluded that a safe and resilient

project supporting Master Planning

community

launched in early 2016.

and supply goods and services

this project is organized around three

report commissioned by the Red Cross

Resiliency Master Plan project

a wider supportive environment,

needs embedded in each process,
comprehensive dimensions viewed

…is connected. It has relationships
with external actors who provide

for analysis. To address the unique

Michigan Association of Planning

selected, and the Trenton Coast

{{

development of an original framework

Reduction program, a 2011 research

was among six coastal communities

priorities and act.

between master planning and
resiliency planning required the

…is organised. It has the capacity
to identify problems, establish

Undertaking a complete integration

The City applied in 2015 to the

for Resiliency and Sustainability. It

{{

{{

…is knowledgeable and healthy. It
has the ability to assess, manage
and monitor its risks. It can learn
new skills and build on past
experiences.

{{

…can manage its natural assets.
It recognises their value and has
the ability to protect, enhance and
maintain them.

Trenton’s performance with respect to
each of these indicators is evaluated in
two ways. Trenton citizens gave their
assessment of the City’s strength with
regard to each of the characteristics
during community engagement
workshops. This provides a general
understanding of where attention
should be directed, and it offers
the City a snapshot of its citizen’s
perceptions.
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Throughout this report, these
characteristics guide the analysis,
and indicators measuring the City’s
progress toward them have been
identified. These indicators are then
used to tailor the recommendations
and action strategies, limiting the
“to-do” list to those actions which will
make an appreciable contribution to
resiliency.

THREE DIMENSIONS
To ensure the inclusive scope required
by master planning, this report
examines three dimensions of the
planning context individually: the
social aspect, focusing on people;
the economic aspect, focusing
on land; and the physical aspect,
focusing on structures and systems.
A comprehensive, structured
understanding of each dimension is
the goal of the analysis, achieved by

answering the following questions:

Sensitivity and Vulnerability

What is the state of change along

Resiliency planning takes as a basic

these dimensions?

principle that the effects of any given

What are the current conditions in

change are felt differently in different

Trenton?

circumstances. Successful planners

Who and what will experience

must therefore not only know the

changes most acutely?

circumstances (existing conditions)

What are our values and goals in

and the change (projections), but

regards to resiliency?

must also have an understanding of

{{

What choices are available to us?

the specific contact points at which

{{

What do we hope to see?

the change will be realized in order to

{{

{{

{{

{{

This format preserves all of the
features that are necessary to master
planning, including data acquisition,
forecasting, goal-setting, and
recommendation. It also introduces
two key concepts of resiliency in
examining the specific people and

make any effective recommendation.
This is broadly true in any planning
endeavor, which must always
accommodate some degree of change.
However, it is a defining feature of
resiliency planning, which itself is in
turn defined by rapid and dramatic

places most likely to be impacted by

change.

impending change: sensitivity and

These contact points are identified

vulnerability.

by the related concepts of sensitivity
and vulnerability. Sensitivity refers to
the degree to which one (organism,
person, building, system, community,
etc.) can withstand a given stressor. If
we say an organism is more sensitive
to a heat event than a building, we
mean that the organism would be
more severely impacted by the same
event than the building would be. But
the building may be more sensitive to
flooding than the organism, who has
advantages in flexibility and mobility,
and some buildings may be more
sensitive than others due to their age
or construction materials. Sensitivity
is defined by the relationship between

CITY COUNCIL DRAFT 2017-03
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were held, including three with the

Vulnerability refers to a degree of

Community
Engagement

impact that exceeds the subject’s

Resiliency is driven by people. Social

total of 45 people attended the general

ability to cope with or recover from

systems have been documented in

the stress. It is partly defined by the

scholarly literature as serving an

subject’s sensitivity, but is also shaped

unparalleled role in resilience. Social

student workshop.

by the subject’s capacity to adapt,

actions and initiatives, particularly

Workshops were set up in the

and by the character and magnitude

those that involve a bottom-up

same fashion, with attendees

of the stressor. If an organism is

approach among communities

arriving to find several tables set

sensitive to a heat event in a beneficial

and stakeholders, have been found

with exercise sheets and other

way (a cold-blooded animal, for

to improve social relations while

materials. Tables were numbered

example), or has adaptive resources

empowering resiliency. Through

to use as reference throughout the

(such as air conditioning), it will

partnerships and the inclusion of

result summary process. A brief

not be vulnerable to the event even

stakeholders and residents, the

introductory presentation gave

though it is sensitive to it. Similarly,

community can better support

insight to groups, informed them of

although most buildings are sensitive

resiliency initiative while offering

the planning process, and provided

to flooding (if there was a flood, they

valuable insight into the complex,

some preliminary research findings

would definitely be affected), the only

interconnected systems that influence

regarding Trenton. Each workshop

buildings which are vulnerable to

resilient planning. It was therefore

had a set of exercise sheets and

it are those located in places where

essential to involve the residents and

groups were given approximately 5-7

water can reach them (they will not

stakeholders within this planning

minutes to develop as many answers

be affected, because there will be no

process – not simply as a requirement,

as possible per sheet, although the

flood).

but rather, a means to strengthen

content of the sheets varied between

The purpose of this report is to

community ties, emphasize local

the general community workshops

relationships, learn about obstacles to

and the student workshop. A voting

resiliency, and provide a connection

process included dot stickers to

for community buy-in and support.

indicate each participant’s preferred

The community forum series was

answers, refining the input on

instrumental as one of the first steps

several questions. Both workshops

within this planning process to form

also employed the use of “Plickers”

the essential linkage between the

technology: participants were asked to

public and the City of Trenton.

give Trenton a letter grade of A-D for

the stressor and the subject, and
described by the degree of impact.

address resiliency to climate change.
The sensitivity and vulnerability
assessments in this report are
primarily concerned with stressors
which express that particular set of
environmental shifts and pressures.
However, a holistic examination of
each dimension necessarily recognizes
other realms of change. Where
appropriate, these have been included;
where possible, they have been related
to the task at hand.

Community Forum
Series
Four community forum workshops

general public and one with a large
group of middle school students. A
community workshops, and 73 middle
school students participated in the

several qualities related to resiliency,
and to hold up a card allowing the
answers to be recorded electronically
and instantly. The results were then
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shared and discussed with the group.
Lastly, each table in every workshop
was required to present its findings
to the entire group of participants.
These findings were summarized into
“Collective Priorities,” and general
community workshop attendees were
asked to vote once more on them at
the conclusion of the event.

ASSESSMENT
Both workshops began with the
Plickers questions, which were
designed to give a quick assessment
of the community’s “baseline”
resilience. The questions in the general
workshops were derived from a
worldwide study conducted by the
International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies (Red
Cross) on “Characteristics of a Safe
and Resilient Community.”

“Trenton has economic opportunities”
fared the worst, with a slim majority
giving it a D and most of the rest
giving it a C. If the management
of natural assets can be converted
into an economic opportunity, these
results are far more encouraging taken
together than individually.
Since students are less likely to have
the perspective to answer similar
questions, they were instead asked
to grade the adults serving as their
stewards. The group was most
impressed with adults’ efforts at
“running the City,” with most students
giving a B and others supplementing
it with the largest pool of As given
to any question. This provides an
intuitive, if indirect, confirmation of
the data discussed later in this report
suggesting that Trenton’s children
are well cared for. The students felt

Of the six characteristics the audience

adults are doing a decent job at

was asked about, they graded the

“running the world,” again with most

City most favorably on “Trenton has

students assigning a B, though the

infrastructure and services,” with

second-largest block of votes was

most participants giving it an A, and

for a D. Ambivalence characterized

“Trenton is connected” received a solid

their assessment of our performance

B. These results demonstrate strength

at “running the environment,” giving

in the City’s built environment.

adults a plurality of B votes followed

“Trenton is knowledgeable and

closely by C and then D. No such

healthy” and “Trenton is organized”

uncertainty was evident in their

also received Bs mixed with some Cs,

assessment of how we are doing at

representing successful efforts with

“planning for a changing world,”

some room for improvement in these

however: for that, adults earned an

areas. “Trenton can manage its natural

unequivocal D. At least in the view

assets” was given a C overall, and

of several dozen children who stand

to inherit the results of this plan, it is
definitely a worthwhile effort.

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP
RESULTS
The program for the general
community workshops also drew
from the methodology in the Red
Cross report. Participants were
asked to name previous stressors,
and then to describe ways in
which the community was able to
prepare, cope, and recover from the
event. Workshop attendees clearly
identified business closures as the
overwhelming community stressor.
Riverside Hospital, McLouth Steel, and
a fire at the Mulias Ellias department
store led the list, which also included
Monsanto, Owen & Taylor, and the
Trenton Theater. These items made
up half of all identified stressors and
received 70% of the prioritization
votes. The effects of these closures
loomed large elsewhere on the list,
as citizens noted a cascading effect
of declining school enrollment, loss
of City parks, and the community
center closure. They also pointed out
the compounded economic difficulty
of recovering from the 2008 housing
and financial crises while property tax
revenue is artificially held down by the
Headlee Amendment. Of the few noneconomic items on the list, the one
that appeared most frequently was
flooding of the Frank and Poet Drain.
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Resiliency Report Card
Citizens grade whether Trenton...
is Knowledgeable and Healthy		
B
is Organized					Bhas Infrastructure and Services		
A
is Connected					B
can Manage Its Natural Assets		
C
has Economic Opportunities		
D+
Students grade adults at...

running the City?				B

running the world?				Brunning the environment?			
planning for a changing world?		

B
D
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The prepare / cope / recover responses

emerged through the comments.

homes, sewers, and roads were

offered a surprisingly comprehensive

The same format was then used to

clearly prioritized. Finally, what

look at the effect of each of these
stressors throughout the community,
as well as at the community’s general
actions in crisis. The “prepare” column
broadly described two scenarios: one
in which the community was taken by

inquire about anticipated future
stressors. Here, the results were a bit
less uniform, but no less informative.
The impending closure of the Detroit
Edison Trenton Channel Power Plant
was the highest priority, accompanied

could probably best be described as
a concern for Trenton’s “standing”
emerged in two items: worries
about loss of business and political
engagement, and image loss. Both of
these received the highest number of

by other concerns about the

prioritization votes of any single item.

industrial economy such as lingering

Overall, these items offer a picture of

responsibility for the McLouth site and

a community acutely conscious of its

a fear of more yet-unknown closures

past strength, and also of the changed

and downsizing. Consequently,

conditions that no longer support that

economic concerns had the second

strength. The prepare / cope / recover

greatest representation, with property

responses suggest that residents do

tax increases and City debt topping a

not have concrete strategies in mind

list that also included loss of federal

to meet this challenge. They are,

and state revenue, continuing loss of

however, fairly consistent in their

services, and dramatic measures such

recommended approach. Preparing

as the installment of a state-appointed

for anticipated stressors should

Trenton’s workshop attendees really

emergency manager and full

involve conserving wherever possible,

shone in the recover category. Though

consolidation of communities. In three

developing an aggressive, cohesive

the devastating effect of losing

subject areas, one or two potential

plan, and creating partnerships.

industry was far and away the leading

future stressors stood out among

Coping consists of a combination of

cause of stress in the community,

the rest. Trentonites had a variety

doing the work, and doing without.

not a single attendee recommended

of concerns about the demographic

Recovery will involve more work,

attempting to return to those glory

shift that the community is likely to

retaining local dollars within the

days. Instead, there was a general

undergo in the near future; the one

community, and likely some Federal

consensus that the industrial sites

of greatest significance to them was

funding to assist with the industrial

must be cleaned up, whether by

age, rather than race, income, or

sites. The most evident common

innovative phytoremediation or more

homeownership status. They were

theme throughout the responses was

conventional means, and returned to

concerned both about the lack of

the idea that business as usual would

nonindustrial use. Preliminary visions

young people within the community

not suffice. Phrases like “out of the box

of a recreational use to complement

and about the increasing median age

perspective,” “risk appetite increase,”

the existing facilities at Elizabeth Park,

of its current residents. Infrastructure

“more open and inclusive,” and “open

or a use related to the wildlife refuge

concerns were also noted, but aging

minded and creative” appeared

surprise and did not prepare (housing
market crash, proposal A), and one
in which considerable methodical
action was taken (McLouth closing,
schools closing). Unfortunately, since
this is a list of self-identified stressors,
there is little difference in the
outcomes of the two scenarios, and
the coping mechanisms were similar
in each case: service reductions and
personal expenditures where possible,
straightforward suffering otherwise.
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at every stage; there were four

community of citizens (52%). Just

process, students were asked about

separate mentions of new business

under one-third of participants

the challenges that face the Earth, the

recruitment.

prioritized schools (32%). Waterfront

City, and their neighborhoods. They

The workshops concluded with a

development and housing received the

were then asked to offer suggestions

lowest number of prioritization votes

to address them. For the students,

(14% and 13% respectively), though

this process was designed to get them

these items could easily be folded into

thinking about the “big picture,” then

the first three categories.

channeling that thought process

three-part planning exercise designed
to elicit both priorities and action
items from participants. Asked to
describe their vision of a successful
Trenton ten years in the future, over
three-quarters (77%) of attendees
included a thriving, walkable
downtown teeming with a diverse
array of businesses—the highest
priority by a significant margin. A
majority of participants envisioned
industrial sites redeveloped with
commercial, entertainment, and
residential uses (59%); an economy
powered by stable, diversified
businesses and ownership and
environmentally sensitive industry
(55%); and a more cohesive, involved

STUDENT WORKSHOP

through decreasing scales. For the
project, the exercise was designed

The Trenton Resiliency Master Plan

to get a read on the concerns of the

team was offered an exceptional

community’s youth, both broad

opportunity to conduct a workshop

and specific, and to invite solutions

with two combined classes of sixth,

relatively unhampered by analysis or

seventh, and eighth grade students

history.

at Boyd Arthurs Middle School. It

Two categories of concern were

is worthwhile to note that these
students will be beginning their
professional careers and making
residency decisions by the end of
this plans’ time horizon. After a
brief introduction to the planning

evident only at the global scale:
problematic leadership, and illness
of both planet and people. Barack
Obama, Hillary Clinton, and Donald
Trump were all named as threats, and
the terrorist organization ISIS received
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as many votes as all three combined.

Tallied results show that two

solutions here were more dogmatic

Students displayed an impressive

categories of concern span all three

than innovative, mimicking standard

understanding of threats to the

scales. The first category is waste

parenting tactics for encouraging

Earth’s ecosystems in their concerns

disposal, most commonly classified

good behavior such as exhortation to

about global warming, acid rain,

as littering and pollution but also

make better choices, and increased

deforestation, desertification, erosion,

including landfills and pet waste. On

enforcement of consequences.

forest fires, and ozone depletion; AIDS

a global scale, students recommended

and cancer dominated their fears

less driving, and more solar, wind,

Overall, the items in these two

about human illness. Though the

and water energy. They advocated for

workshop methodology did not allow

recycling on all three scales, going so

a definite connection to be made

far as to propose mandatory recycling

between poor leadership and poor

and a change in manufacturing

outcomes, the results could be read to

culture to “stop making so much stuff

suggest one.

that you can’t recycle or reuse.” They

Infrastructure concerns were generally

also demonstrated an understanding

concentrated closer to home, with
one big exception: the Flint water

of a barrier to recycling by noting
that it should be curbside and

categories represented a majority
(51%) of the concerns expressed
across all eight categories and all three
scales. Reducing the statements to
their essential sentiments, Trenton’s
middle schoolers presented a clear
and consistent message: take care of
your own mess. Respect yourself and
your neighbors.

the availability of trash cans, and to

Stakeholder
Interviews

speak directly to neighbors who litter

Stakeholder interviews represented

or don’t pick up pet waste, appeared

elected and appointed government

cited infrastructure concern on the

regularly.

bodies, businesses, non-profits,

community and neighborhood scales,

The second category of widespread

and the educational system. Some

while roads and potholes received the

concern to the students was human

most votes. Issues related to animals,

suffering, particularly when caused

both domestic and wild, turned out to

by poor human choices. Here,

be the item of greatest neighborhood

worries about drugs and drinking

concern. Coyotes preying on pets,

were the most prevalent, but the list

deer in the streets, cats hunting

was otherwise depressingly diverse:

other baby animals, and squirrels

human trafficking, illegal immigration,

and rabbits committing unspecified

and starvation at the global scale;

offenses were all cited; by and large,

robbery, racism, and graffiti at the

recommendations consisted of various

community scale, and aggressive

methods of population control.

dogs, speeding, and mean neighbors

crisis was named by several groups
independently as a global threat.
Fortunately, this did not translate to
worry about the local water supply.
Flooding was the most frequently

free of immediate service charges.
Commonsense advice to increase

in the neighborhoods. Proposed

were conducted as one-to-one
conversations during the third quarter
of 2016. This aspect of the community
engagement process leverages
local expertise in identifying issues,
concerns, and desired agendas that
may not come to light through other
venues. The personalized format
allows for openness and specificity,
and interviewees contribute their
unique vantages on City processes and
operations.
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A series of eight questions was posed

Question 3: What is your vision of

businesses, while threats included

to 28 stakeholders via phone, email,

Trenton’s waterfront in the future?

the loss of tax base, development in

and face-to-face contact. Fourteen

There were also 12 responses to

surrounding communities, and lack of

this question. Many thought the

legislative propriety in Lansing.

waterfront would not be improved

Question 6: What are the

Question 1: What do you feel are

beyond what it is today. Others spoke

community’s assets and

the most important issues facing

of what they would “love to see,”

vulnerabilities?

Trenton?

“like to see,” or what it “needs to do,”

Every respondent answered this

Out of the 14 responses, there were

suggesting that some responses were

responses were received, for a 50%
response rate.

three main issues of concern: the tax

more appropriate to Question 4 than

question. Assets included the
river, the City’s residents, and its

base, downtown, and development

this one.

including redevelopment, brownfields,

Question 4: What is your preferred

included the tax base, aging housing,

and closed properties. There were also

vision of Trenton’s waterfront in the

and older industrial sites.

a couple comments on the City’s aging

future?

population. The responses that focus

Question 7: Do you have an

The responses to this question were

emergency preparedness plan for

almost all positive, as would be

your workers?

expected. Two responses mentioned

All responders said they have an

on development are not surprising
considering Trenton’s waterfront is
typical of older communities, former
industrial sites that the community
wants to transition to other uses,
while its older downtown has been
replaced by newer retail located closer
to the interstate outside of the City.
Additionally, the recently announced
closing of the DTE power plant

neighborhoods. Vulnerabilities

Wyndotte’s waterfront as an example,
while others said “retail,” “residential,”
“clean-up,” and “access for the
community.”
Question 5: What are Trenton’s
greatest strengths, opportunities,
weaknesses, threats?

brought to the forefront the continued

As expected, the responses were

loss of tax base.

varied and wide ranging. Overall

Question 2: What does resiliency
mean to you?
There were 12 responses to this
question. Almost half used the
word “recover,” while six responses
contained some combination of
the following phrases: “comeback,”
“overcome,” “get back,” or “ability to
withstand.”

emergency preparedness plan for their
workers.
Question 8: Do you know what to do
in case of an emergency?
Out of the eleven (11) responses, all
said they knew what do to in case of
an emergency.
Analysis - Overall

the waterfront, downtown, and

The interviews/surveys show the

schools were common answers.

respondents see the City as one of

Strengths included City services,

great assets, good services, with well

parks, schools, residents, history, and

run schools and parks, but also one

community. Opportunities included

that faces many challenges. These

repurposing property, waterfront

include the struggles to revitalize the

and downtown development, and

downtown and waterfront, while

blighted sites. Weaknesses included

combating the continued shrinking

an aging population, shrinking tax

tax base.

base, the DDA, and lack of riverfront
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People

What’s Coming in Social Change: 21st Century
Demographics
21st century America is the most racially diverse it has ever been. Millennials, generally children to Baby
Boomers and born between 1980-2000, are only about 56% white. Amongst Baby Boomers the largest
minority was African-Americans, whereas today 30% of Millennials are “new minorities,” Hispanics,
Asians, and those who identify as two or more races. In ten states, primarily in the southwest and
southeast, minorities comprise more than half of Millennials. In Michigan, 20%-40% of Millennials are
minorities. This trend will continue through the subsequent generations as the number of white children
born decreases. With white fertility lower than it has been historically, the white population aging, and a
rise in interracial marriage, there will be inevitable gains in minority populations nation-wide. Moreover
this confluence of factors also helps to explain why America is an aging country.
20

America, along with most of the rest of the world, is urbanizing. The U.S. Census released a report
announcing that between 2000-2010, the nation’s urban population increased faster than the overall
nation’s growth rate, 12.1% and 9.7% respectively. Based on 2010 census data, 38 new urbanized areas
emerged, and the 483 urbanized areas grew by 14.3%.
The new economy demands that a large portion of the labor force has a college education. Today,
people are heading to universities in droves. Between 2000-2014, total undergraduate enrollment
increased by 31%, up to 17.3 million students. Even more significantly, women make up 56% of
undergraduates. It is projected to increase by another 14% by 2025. Generally speaking, higher levels
of education equate with higher levels of income. Despite Millennials being the most broadly diverse
generation, whites are still attending college at four times the rate of any other race.
Another emerging trend since the year 2000 is that wages, for all levels of education, have declined.
The median wage for young adults with a bachelor’s degrees declined by 9% ($54,900 to $49,900).

21

With the exception of those who did

and housing conditions on a

Census block groups where available,

not graduate high school (possibly

rolling basis instead of once per

and Census tracts otherwise. Some

because their wages cannot drop any

decade. Statistical validity of the

comparisons were drawn across the

lower), wages dropped for all young

ACS depends on sampling. In

downriver communities of Allen Park,

adults, with the highest drop being in

larger communities (those with

Ecorse, Lincoln Park, Melvindale, River

the group of earners with only a high

populations of 65,000 or more), it

Rouge, Riverview, Southgate, and

school diploma. This reflects the new

is possible to gain a valid sample

Wyandotte.

economy’s preference for a highly

within twelve months, which the

educated work force and the lack of

ACS calls a “one-year estimate.”

security those without secondary

For mid-size communities

education.

(population 20,000-65,000), it

What is: Existing
Conditions and
Sensitivities

takes 36 months of data collection

Trends in
the Trenton
Community

to achieve a valid sample size, and

According to ESRI Business Analyst,

for communities smaller than

Trenton had a population of 18,853 in

20,000, it takes 60 months. This

2010, and has shrunk slightly to 18,445

system exposes the statistical

in 2016. This is likely due to a decrease

The figures in this section have been

tradeoff between the reliability

in the number of families living in

taken from the following sources in

gained by increasing sample size

Trenton from 5,159 to 5,047. The

this preferred order:

and the accuracy that is sacrificed

population projection for 2021 predicts

in the time it takes to do so.

another small decline of about -0.49%

Esri Business Analyst. This

to 17,995 people spread over 7,756

data. It measures 100% of the

proprietary software presents

households. This means that the

population and offers comparable

privately-generated market

average household size will also drop

data points at regular intervals

research data. In addition, it

slightly from 2.3 to 2.29. Trenton’s

throughout most of the United

estimates Census and ACS data

population is declining as the state

States’ developed history.

for geographic configurations

of Michigan’s population is projected

However, available data is limited

other than Census-defined tracts,

to increase by about 0.2% between

to population and housing

blocks, and places.

2016-2021.

{{

2010 US Census. This is the
gold standard for demographic

information, and the ten-year

To gain a solid picture of Trenton’s

By and large, the citizens of Trenton

conditions as well as its context,

are mature, independent, financially

several geographies were analyzed.

secure, settled, and white. The median

2010-2014 American Community

For most subjects, data points were

age of 45 is higher than the median

Survey. The ACS program

collected for the City of Trenton,

age of Wayne County, Michigan,

replaced the “long form” Census

Wayne County, the State of Michigan,

or the United States, and rose 3.5

questions beginning in 2000,

and the United States. An analysis

years between the 2000 and 2010

asking the same types of detailed

of varying conditions within the City

Censuses. Almost exactly one-third

questions about social, economic,

was performed on the basis of its

of households are comprised of just

interval between data points
means it is rarely “fresh.”
{{

{{
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Table : Trends in Age, Median Income, and Race
Median age
% of 1-person households
Median income as % of national
% Lived in same house a year ago
% white

2000

2009-2010

2014

42

45

46

29

29.5, 32.3

34

85%

114%

100%

N/A 66.3 lived in same
house 5 years ago

90

92

97

96

95

one person, representing an increase

the community. The decrease in the

and $49,087 respectively) and nearly

of five percentage points since

proportion of the population that

identical to the national median. The

2000. Residents’ median income is

identifies as White Alone is also a

Great Recession and its keen impact

comparable to the national median

change that is occurring nationally,

on the automotive industry have

income and has even overtaken it at

but the pace of change in Trenton is

certainly been key factors in these

times during the past 15 years, while

glacial in comparison and would not

swings, and economic uncertainty

Michigan and Wayne County have

be expected to accelerate without a

lingers at all these scales.

fallen behind. Almost 80% of housing

precipitating factor.

structures are owner occupied, as

It may be Trenton’s housing data that

Median income data over time

holds the greatest surprises. Though

were much more volatile. In 2000,

the numbers appear extremely

Trenton’s median income measured

steady now, over ¼ of the City’s

just above Michigan’s and just below

entire housing stock is owned by a

Wayne County’s, all of which were

householder who is aged 65 or older.

significantly lower than the national

It would be in the City’s interest to

median income. By 2009, Michigan’s

gain an understanding of what is

median income had increased by

likely to happen to these homes as

nearly $8,000 and Trenton’s had

its inhabitants move on. Moreover,

Over time, some of these

doubled to $16,000, while the national

the housing stock is not particularly

characteristics look like trends while

median income remained flat and

well-matched to the population’s

others are less predictable. The

Wayne County’s began to slide

current demographics: most houses

rising median age and the shrinking

lower. According to the 2010-2014

are detached with two and, more

household size are related, for

ACS, change has slowed across all

commonly, three bedrooms, which is a

example, and are local expressions of a

populations in the years since. Trenton

lot for one person to maintain yet not

national population that is aging. This

ends the data series with a $5,000

big enough for conversion to even a

would be expected to continue unless

per year drop in median household

duplex.

a change in circumstance resulted

income to $53,257. This is higher than

in an influx of younger persons into

Wayne County or Michigan ($41,421

compared with 64% nationally; 40%
of those homes are owned outright
without a mortgage and 92% of
residents live in the same house they
did a year ago (85% in the aggregated
geographies). Less than five percent of
the population reports any race other
than White Alone.
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TRENTON IS
KNOWLEDGEABLE
AND HEALTHY
Education
INDICATORS

SENSITIVITY
Kids
The percentage of Trenton’s
population that is younger than 18
is smaller than in the County, State,
or US, which is expected in light of
a median age that skews older than

Trenton citizens have graduated

prime childrearing years. However,

high school at a rate (90%) that is a

fertility is actually higher in Trenton

hair better than Michigan’s overall

than in the other populations because

graduation rate (89%), and several

it is calculated based on the number

percentage points better than the

of women between the ages of 15

rates in Wayne County (84%) and the

and 50. Fertility is higher across the

United States (86%). 26% percent of

age spectrum. Teen births are slightly

Trenton residents have a bachelor’s

higher than other populations (27

degree; this figure is 22% in Wayne

births per 1000 women ages 15-19, as

County and 26% nationally.

opposed to 32, 19, and 21 in Wayne

SYSTEMS

County, Michigan, and the US
respectively), while prime childbearing

The Trenton Public School (TPS)

age births are at the top of a rather

system serves approximately 2,650

tight range (Trenton 105 per 1000;

students from kindergarten to grade

others are 104, 99, and 95). The bulk

12, operating 4 schools , and TPS has

of the difference is in women over

attracted and retained 389 over the

35, with Trenton’s 38 births per 1000

last 5- years. The school district makes

women well surpassing the other

an effort to incorporate a variety of

geographies at 25, 22, and 25.

curricula at all educational levels. At

This is one of a cluster of statistics

the high school level, Blue Pride is
a program that gives students from
each grade level a chance to speak
with a district employee about school
culture. At the elementary school
level, the schools instituted a new
curriculum shift towards Everyday
Mathematics to enhance student’s
ability to find patterns in numbers and
problem-solving.

indicating that Trenton’s children
are quite well-cared for. Overall,
its adult citizens are “the marrying
kind,” with 72% of males and 78%
of females having been married at
some time. In contrast, the larger
populations marry at rates that
are about 7 to 15 percentage points
lower. Though these marriages are

not necessarily more durable than
others—the “now married” rate for
both men and women in Trenton
is comparable to elsewhere—they
appear to be lasting through the
family formation phase: 71% of
Trenton births occur within marriages,
as opposed to 60% in Michigan and
64% in the United States. Since the
presence of children under 5 years
of age is strongly correlated with the
incidence of poverty within the past
12 months, any mitigating factor at
all would be welcome, and marriage
is precisely that: of the nearly 300
family households with children
younger than 18 which fell below the
poverty line, just 16% were marriedcouple households. Another factor
is the distribution of the labor force.
In Trenton, fewer households with
children younger than age 6 have
all parents in the labor force than
in aggregate populations, and more
households with children ages 6-17
have all parents in the labor force.
This is a distinction that makes sense
given that there is no universal public
childcare assistance for children
younger than school-age, but it is
not demonstrated in the statistics
elsewhere. Finally, the proportion
of grandparents taking care of
children in Trenton is about half of
the proportion elsewhere (3% vs.
5-7%), and in virtually all cases, it is
for a temporary span of time (2% of
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cases in which grandparents were

transmitted infections, also ranked

and forming vital connections that

responsible for children for 3 years or

82nd, while clinical care ranked

develop healthy lifestyles. The Trenton

longer, as opposed to 20% in each of

81st. Socioeconomic factors and the

Healthy Coalition meets monthly

the other aggregated populations).

physical environment each took their

at Trenton City Hall, assists with

Taken together, these statistics

place at the bottom of all Michigan

healthy events, hosts free cooking

suggest that Trenton’s children

counties. The same report shows

classes and workshops, coordinates

are being raised in relatively stable

state-level indicators for Michigan

active and fitness programs alongside

environments with low incidence of

lagging “top U.S. performers” in all

the Trenton Parks & Recreation

risk factors for delinquency.

categories.

Department, supports active club

Health data is generally reported

initiatives such as walking clubs

Undereducated

at the County level, reducing the

within the City, and above all,
connects interested City residents

The primary resource in a 21st

specificity of their findings but

century economy is talent. Without

providing context. However, the US

a secondary education, most jobs

Environmental Protection Agency

are simply inaccessible, and this

uses geospatial technology to

is increasingly true without a

measure environmental indicators

postsecondary education as well.

at user-defined locations, such as

Thus, although a lower education

the City boundary. This tool reveals

level does not by itself constitute a

that Trenton ranks in the 80-90th

sensitivity, it corresponds directly to

percentile in the USA on the National-

a number of other conditions which

Scale Air Toxics Assessment (NATA)

do. These include lower median

diesel particulate matter and above

income, which is linked to residence

the 90th percentile on the NATA

in homes of lower value, which in turn

respiratory hazard index, superfund

may be constructed of less durable

proximity, proximity to sites with Risk

materials and/or sited in areas that are

Management Plans, and proximity to

environmentally unstable.

water dischargers.

be useful in improving community

SYSTEMS

Generally speaking, a needs

The City of Trenton has made

assessment undoubtedly has

numerous strides regarding

positive effects because it collects

Wayne County is nearly the least

community health initiatives. Recent

finer-grain data that could reveal

healthy place in the state. It ranks

collaborations between the City,

community-based health problems

82nd of the 83 counties in Michigan

Trenton Public Schools, and the

such as substance abuse. With

on health outcomes, including both

Beaumont Hospital system have

this information, hospital systems

length and quality of life. Health

created the Trenton Healthy Initiative

can tailor services to address these

behaviors, including smoking, obesity,

with the overall mission of promoting

problems.

food environment, and sexually

community health and wellness

Health
INDICATORS

with vital resources to support their
healthy lifestyles. In terms of health,
a community is resilient if it residents
have access to healthcare and are
informed enough to know how to care
for themselves and when it is time
to seek medical professionals. These
initiatives help to form a more resilient
City, and therefore are an essential
mechanism to improve the quality
of life and help sensitive populations
become more prepared for extreme
conditions. Opportunities for future
collaboration with this Coalition will
preparedness.
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Data Sources: State of Michigan Geographic Data Library, City of Trenton, U.S. Census Bureau

City of Trenton Boundary
State Roads
All Roads
Railroads
Municipalities
Cities

Block Group Boundaries
Percentage without High School Diploma (by Block Groups)
0.1% - 5.9%
**The northern and southeastern block groups have
the lowest population density due to the presence
5.9% - 7.9%
of industrial and large-scale land uses
7.9% - 12.5%
12.5% - 21.3%
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Table: Asthma Hospitalization Rates

Group
Sex
Male
Female
Race
White
Black
Age
0-17
18+
All
ages

Yearly Average
Number of
Hospitalizations

Asthma
Hospitalization Rate

Asthma
Hospitalization
Rate

1,684

19.4

10

3,029

31

15.5

1,394

13

8.7

44

44.5

36.7

907

21.2

13

3,806

25.6

12.9

4,713

25.6

12.9

Beaumont Hospital (formerly
Oakwood)
The Beaumont hospital system is
highly ranked in the Metro Detroit
area. The hospital was recently
renovated and now includes the only
Level 2 Trauma Center that serves
the Downriver community meaning
that necessary procedures can be
conducted locally and are available
24-hours a day.
Beaumont is required by the
Affordable Health Care Act to
produce a Community Health Needs
Assessment, an Implementation
Strategy to address health needs
found through the community
assessment, and a community benefits
report describing its contributions to
community health. Their assessment
has been converted into initiatives

Table: Disability Rates

Hearing difficulty
Vision difficulty
Cognitive
Ambulatory
Self-care

Wayne
County

3%

4%

3%

5%

4%

5%

4%

5%

4%

5%

school women and dragon boat races.
As research continues to definitively
correlate health with the built
environment (i.e. recreational space,
bike lanes, sprawl), entities wishing

that aim to increase healthcare access
to the uninsured, decrease the rate of
diabetes cases, and to decrease obesity
rates through partnerships with
schools, clinics, non profits, and faithbased organizations. To achieve these
goals, the medical community must
partner with other civic institutions in
order to effectively reach those in need
of medical care.

to have an impact on health will turn
their attention there. Conversely, as
communities with plans to improve
their built environment continue
to experience funding challenges,
they will do well to collaborate with
anchor institutions striving for the
same goals. With collaboration,
hospitals can now become a key
institution in not only serving citizens
in the aftermath of a disaster, but

This legislation has brought to light

by building a healthier and more

the connection between health

educated Trenton who will be able to

and community. Beaumont’s 2014

recover (and possibly even prevent the

Community Benefits reports list over

need to recover) faster as a result.

a billion unremunerated dollars spent
across southeast Michigan between
2010 and 2014. The bulk of the funds
were used for medical care, but over
$200 million funded sponsorships,
donations, and programs as diverse
as science career exposure for high

SENSITIVITY
Seniors
Twenty percent of Trenton
households (2,645 households) have
a person who is aged 65 or older,
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as compared with about 13% in the
aggregated populations. Well over
a thousand households (1,227) are
comprised of a senior citizen living
alone.

Health and Mobility Challenges
Fewer persons aged 18-64 have a
disability in Trenton (9.5%) than
in Wayne County or Michigan
(15%, 12%), though the figure is in
line with the national percentage
(10.2%). Disability among seniors is
fairly consistent at 36% in Trenton,
Michigan, and the US and 41% in
Wayne County. The 2010-2014 ACS
data breaks down the type of disability
for both Wayne county and the City of

Mentally ill
While the number of mentally ill is
uncertain, the 2000 census shows

of compensation for men); for all
workers, the gap is 36% in Trenton
and 29% nationally.

that they are zero homes for the

It is generally true that income

mentally ill within Trenton, and that

correlates strongly with education

they are 9 homes for the mentally

in a given population, and this

retarded (ACS). The Detroit Wayne

broadly holds true among the

Mental Health Authority provides

downriver communities. However,

mental health services for over 80,000

an examination of the exceptions

Wayne County residents for those

among the Downriver communities

with intellectual and developmental

illuminates some of the particulars of

disabilities, and substance abuse

this economy.

disorders.

Rockwood, Gibraltar, and Huron

TRENTON IS
ORGANIZED

rank considerably higher in median
income than in education. A common
theme among them is a significant
manufacturing presence consisting

Income

of at least 20% of the workforce

county as a whole.

INDICATORS

common theme is that these

This table shows the annual numbers

As discussed above, the median

Trenton; Trenton has fewer residents
with disabilities in comparison to the

and rates per 10,000 people that
are hospitalized in Wayne County
and Michigan between 2012-2014.
Table 2 demonstrates higher rates
of hospitalization for asthma when
compared to the state in every single
category. Asthma is one of the leading
causes for hospitalization, and will
only likely increase over time.

income in Trenton holds its own
against the national median, which is
not the case in Wayne County or the
rest of Michigan. The wage gap by
gender is 18% among full-time, yearround workers in Trenton as opposed
to 21% nationally (meaning that across
all such workers in Trenton, women’s
compensation is 82 cents per dollar

(downriver average: 18.5%). Another
communities have a relatively low
percentage of persons working in
retail, art, and accommodations,
topping out at about 15% of the
workforce as opposed to the
downriver average of 20.3%.
Trenton is among the communities
which rank considerably higher for
education than for income, along with
Riverview, Dearborn, and Dearborn

Table: Median Income Comparison by Community
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Heights. Here, the proportion of

families in a time of crisis. The Rotary

5% of the overall population, their

manufacturing workers is among

Club in Trenton has been there since

ranks are disproportionately poor: the

the lowest, while the proportion of

1937 supporting the community in

poverty rate among American Indian /

persons working in retail, art, and

several ways. With three employees,

Alaskan Natives and Hispanics is just

accommodations are higher. Each

the Trenton Lion’s club holds annual

over 20%, and it is 55% in Trenton’s

of these communities has a higher-

fundraisers to donate money to a

African-American community. It is s

than-average proportion of workers in

wide-ranging set of charities and

difficult to draw a direct comparison

educational services and health care,

organizations and has an average

between need and assistance due to

jobs that frequently require a college

revenue of $75,000-$100,000. As an

the presentation of poverty data by

degree, indicating that the workforce’s

International Organization with 1.5

person/family and the presentation

education is being put to use.

million members, the Lions Club has

of assistance data by household. The

On average, these four sectors (ed

been the first on the scene of disasters

percentage of households receiving

before. All of these organizations

food stamps or SNAP benefits tracks

share a large network and can help

closely with the percentage of all

provide relief to lower-income

people in poverty. The percentage

groups. Forming a partnership and

of households receiving cash public

coordinating with well-established

assistance is about one-fifth of the

institutions could prove to be an

percentage of people in poverty. It is

invaluable partnership in preparing for

worth noting that even in a City as

can have.

a resilient future.

financially secure overall as Trenton,

SYSTEMS

SENSITIVITY

Trenton is well positioned amongst

Poverty and Assistance

and med, manufacturing, art and
accommodations, and retail) make
up between 57% and 63% of each
community’s workforce, which is
a pretty small range. The diversity
in outcomes demonstrates the
impressive effect that a business mix

internationally prominent
organizations that assist those in
need. Salvation Army, Kiwanis, the
Rotary Club, Red Cross, the National
Exchange Club and the Lion’s Club
provide either emergency assistance,
essential goods at bargain prices, and/
or scholarships to help impoverished

with a lower poverty rate than in any
of the aggregated population, public
help is still needed to feed one in ten
households.

The poverty rate in Trenton is 9.3%
among all people. Fifteen percent of

Homelessness

children are poor, while the poverty

The Detroit Metro area has the

rate among seniors is below 5%. The
number of women in poverty is double
the number of men. Though persons
of color in Trenton make up less than

highest homeless population in the
state of Michigan at 34,642 which
includes 5,536 children in families and
192 unaccompanied minors.
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The 2015 Wayne County Action
Sibley

Plan states that one of its priorities
is to provide public services for

Riverview
85

the homeless and those at risk of

Brownstown
Township

becoming homeless. Wayne County

King

er

Jefferson

partners with Lutheran Social Services
Riv

to serve the homeless population at

it

Harrison

Out-Wayne County at the Wayne

tro

Harrison

De

Trenton

County Family Shelter. Together,

Charlton

West

Grosse Ile
Township

Edsel

Grange

Trenton

under the Emergency Solutions
Grant, the goal is to create decent

Marian

housing county-wide for 125 homeless

Woodhaven

individuals for about $408,000 dollars.

Grosse Ile

Van Horn

remains a large gap among the

Jeff
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Even with additional funding there
homeless and the number of beds
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provided. Other partners that aim to
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homelessness include CDBG, HOME,
ESG, Continuum of Care (CoC), VA,

Block Group Boundaries
Average Median Income (by Block Groups)
$24,625 - $33,125
$33,125 - $47,961
$47,961 - $61,438
$61,438 - $70,938
$70,938 - $118,281

Data Sources: State of Michigan Geographic Data Library, City of Trenton, U.S. Census Bureau

Health and Human Services.

Social Capital

Sibley

INDICATORS

Riverview

“Social capital” refers to interpersonal

85

networks of relationships among

Brownstown
Township

people who live and work together.

Jefferson

King

Riv

er

These relationships are in many ways
both the glue that holds a society

tro

it

Harrison

Harrison

together and the engine that keeps

De

Trenton

Charlton

West

Grosse Ile
Township

it running, yet even the mention of a
social capital analysis in a municipal

Edsel

Grange

Trenton

planning document is relatively

Marian

Woodhaven

unprecedented and certainly not
Grosse Ile

standard.

Van Horn

erso

n

Lathrop

Moreover, the analysis itself is
Jeff

severely limited by data availability.

Toledo

The American Time Use Survey
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Statistics (BLS) is a long-running
dataset that asks excellent questions

about caring for persons within and
CITY COUNCIL DRAFT
2017-03

Reporting Income below the Poverty Line (by Block Groups)
0%
0.1% - 1.93%
1.93% - 5.11%
5.11% - 16.38%
16.38% - 27.04%

outside the household, recreational
and civic activities, socializing

Table: Civic Engagement and Volunteerism

Detroit MSA

MI

National

27

27

25

833,600

1.94M

62.8M

22

25

32

108.3M

199.6M

7.9B

$1.7B

$4.6B

$184B

50

50

51

Percent who frequently talk to their
neighbors

84

86

86

Percent who participate in groups and/
or organizations

34

36

36

Volunteering
Percent of residents who volunteering
Number of volunteers
Volunteer hours per capita
Hours of service
Dollar value of service
Percent of residents who donate more
than $25 or more to charity
Civic Engagement

within and outside of events, and

and national communities (86.1%

with few nonprofits. These findings

communications, but its results are

and 85.7% respectively). Informal

were further dependent on the

easily accessible only on a national

volunteering, such as helping out

type of nonprofits. Client-serving

scale. As a result of a concerted effort

neighbors, occurs at nearly twice the

organizations with activities were far

to understand the prevalence and

frequency of participation in groups or

more predictive than interest-based

type of civic engagement in America

organizations (63.5% vs 34.4%).

organizations without opportunities

since about 2009, a partnership

From this data, two research findings

for physical connection. It is the

have emerged which have applications

contact that matters.

to planning and resiliency. First, a 2012

A second finding emphasizes the role

issue brief titled “Civic Health and

of planning in fostering social capital.

Unemployment II: The Case Builds,”

The 2015 Michigan Civic Health Index

co-authored by the NCoC, provided

produced by the Michigan Nonprofit

a concrete connection between the

Association dives more deeply into the

presence of nonprofit organizations in

NCoC data to understand the local

the community and the community’s

civic context and to make targeted

economic resilience, as measured

recommendations for improvement.

by unemployment both at the

Its first recommendation is to build

community and individual scales.

Michigan’s neighborhoods as the

About a quarter of Detroit MSA

Specifically, a county with one extra

cornerstones of civic life. Outreach

residents volunteer their time—an

nonprofit per 1,000 people in 2005

programs that leverage existing

average of 21.5 hours per person per

would have a 0.5% less unemployment

activism and social media should be

year— and half donate $25 or more to

by 2009. Similarly, a person with a job

coupled with walkability and other

charity. Although most people (83.8%)

in 2008 who lived in a community with

opportunistic elements of urban

say they frequently talk with their

many nonprofits was half as likely

among the US Census Bureau, the
National Conference on Citizenship
(NCoC), and the Corporation for
National and Community Service has
been producing more geographically
specific datasets on “volunteering and
civic life in America.” Trenton is part
of the six-county Detroit Metropolitan
Statistical Area; as can be seen below,
rates of engagement are similar at the
national, State, and MSA levels.

neighbors, that rate is still smaller

design to promote this basic unit of
CITY
COUNCIL
DRAFT 2017-03
social cohesion.
to become unemployed as a person

than those in the wider Michigan

who lived in a similar community
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building. Trenton, with its robust

benefits are the same ones that can

existing network and its many facets

reduce negative impacts on these

Adult Social Clubs

of impending change, possesses an

communities: communications, an

excellent opportunity to explore it.

understanding and accommodation

Trenton’s Park and Recreation
Department has abundant programs
for senior citizens ranging from fitness
classes to traveling groups to arts and
crafts. There are also three adult social
clubs that host luncheons and bingo
nights through membership dues.
Services also include a newsletter
and a senior program office. As one
of the more vulnerable groups, these
meeting times can also be used to
inform seniors on how they can
prepare themselves and how the City
will assist them in case of a disaster.

Service Clubs
The same service clubs that offer
assistance to individuals and families
struggling with income also offer a
real benefit to those who provide that
assistance. In addition to the positive
feelings, increased trust in others,
and increased social and political
connection that have long been
associated with volunteerism, a 2007
study found that longevity, mental
and physical health—especially
depression—and life satisfaction were
all positively impacted in volunteers.
These combined findings on the
benefits of service to the recipients,
the providers, and the community
at large illuminate a large gap in our
understanding of effective community

SENSITIVITY

of language barriers, and outreach to
connect people with services.

Foreign-Born

Racial Change

Four percent of Trenton’s population,

Because Trenton’s racial

or about 700 residents, are foreignborn. This is in contrast to 8% in
Wayne County, which has made a
concerted effort to welcome “new
Americans,” in part in recognition of
the economic benefits of doing so.
Of Trenton’s immigrants, 95% have
been in the United States for longer
than six years. Nearly half (47%) came
from Europe; a quarter (26%) are from
Latin America; 18% arrived from Asia;
and the remaining 8% hail from other
parts of North America. Just over 300
people speak English less than “very
well,” mostly split between Spanish
(105 people) and other Indo-European
languages (155 people).

demographics do not match those
of Wayne County, Michigan, or
the United States, and instead
reflect a historic pattern of nearuniversal whiteness that has been
steadily disappearing over time, it is
reasonable to consider a significant
imminent demographic change.
Insofar as this demographic change
simply reflects a large quantity of
people moving, the instability and
period of adjustment following a
move constitutes some sensitivity by
itself. Cultural differences between
the new arrivals and the established
neighbors can exacerbate that
sensitivity. In the worst-case scenario,

Rates of business formation and

economic insecurity can become the

business ownership are higher among

force that transforms “difference” into

immigrant communities than among

“conflict” and prevents adjustment

native born communities, according

at all. Trenton must understand its

to a 2012 study commissioned by the

own demographics, and would be

Small Business Association. However,

well-served to grasp its propensity

the success of these economic

to change with respect for both the

endeavors will depend on the success

long history of race relations in Metro

of the immigrant’s overall adjustment

Detroit and for the possibility of a

into the community. The integrative

future unmarked by such divisiveness

efforts that can yield economic

on the basis of skin color.
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alone, and minority populations.

sensitive than the southern portion,

Other areas of concern within the City

although two outliers can be found

include the southwest corner (west of
Fort Street and south of the CN North
America rail line) and northeast corner
(between King and Sibley Roads). The
southwest corner of the City has high
proportions of minority groups, lower
educational attainment, and poverty.
The northeast corner of the City,
where poverty and lower educational
attainment are represented, also
includes a higher amount of children

in the blocks west of West Jefferson
Avenue, north of Cherry Street, and
south of Harrison Avenue; one-person
households and those with young
families are found in this area.

What we value
Social Goal 1: To create an
environment that attracts younger
people/families to Trenton
{{

To maintain the current housing

under 18 and minority groups.

stock and recruit higher density,

Stronger blocks that contained lower

upscale housing such as lofts/
condos

figures of sensitive populations
included several areas in the

What we can do
The social objective is to anticipate the
effects of natural and/or manmade
disasters in order to save as many lives
as possible.

SCENARIO PLANNING
Climate change predictions are often
reported as a range, for example,
temperatures will likely rise by 1-5
degrees F by 2050. Without specific
figures to rely on, it can be difficult
to plan accordingly. Scenario
planning takes into account an array
of scenarios, and plans for each of
them, as opposed to only planning

Maintain thriving schools that

northwest portion of the City and the

for the most likely scenario, as even

prepare students to be creative

northern chunk of the downtown

the “likely” scenario is relatively

and critical thinkers

unknown. According to the Regional

area. South of King Road, west of Fort
Street, and north of the CN North
America rail line there are more stable
populations. However, these blocks
still have some groupings of older
families, individuals over the age of

{{

Social Goal 2: Promote community

Plan Association’s (RPA) report on

building activities that motivate

using scenario planning when faced

residents to become actively involved

with uncertainty, municipalities must

and proud of Trenton

consider its goals, pre-determined

{{

are community-inclusive and

65, and individuals living alone, which

accessible to all

should come as no surprise given the
aging demographics of the City. They

Ensure that events in Trenton

{{

Encourage partnerships between

are seen bordering the west side of

community organizations and the

the Frank and Poet Drain, the west

City

edge of Fort Street, and south of King
Road. The northern portion of the
downtown area is considerably less

{{

Engage in placemaking initiatives
and events to foster community

elements, the problem at hand, and
unknowns. Upon assessing those
components first, the RPAs report
then lists four scenarios :
1. Scenario 1: Business As Usual
What will happen if we continue as
we have and a disaster hits?
2. Scenario 2: Laissez-Faire

pride

CITY COUNCIL DRAFT 2017-03
38

Trenton Coast Resiliency Master Plan

What will happen if homeowners
and business owners are purely
responsible for protecting themselves
only?
3. Scenario 3: Subsidize
What will happen if the state and

Charrettes
A charrette is a forum that seeks to bring together an array of
stakeholders. It differs from a traditional public meeting in that it is
usually an all-day or multi-day event centered on interactive activities

federal government invests in

that draw on the residents expertise and opinions of planning

strategies to adapt to climate change?

matters.

4. Scenario 4: Retreat
If storms continue to damage our City,
can we relocate?
Once a community has evaluated the
level of service needed to recover from

Participatory mapping, which could be an activity included in
a charrette, aims to add a spatial dimension to stakeholders lived
experiences in a place. For example, without strong graphical skills,
residents can still indicate on a map their daily route and where

a disaster, it can also plan for multiple

they feel unsafe, areas where they notice excessive litter, or features

different scenarios. This is inherently a

that enhance their journey. This exercise can add collective, cultural

social endeavor because it is the most

experiences that are not usually represented on a map.

effective when many stakeholders
are at the table. To understand the
different types of scenarios, it is
essential to understand how different
groups experience the City they
live in. Charrettes and participatory
mapping are frequently used methods
to incorporate citizen insight into
scenario planning.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
AND MOBILIZATION
Plans for resiliency and recovery are
more valuable if the residents are
aware of them. Efforts to make these
plans apart of school curricula are a
quick way to disseminate information

through the majority of households

importance of preparing for climate

in Trenton. Additional educational

change to the public is when the

materials and training on how to

Redevelopment Authority and the

evacuate can be distributed through

Sewage & Water Board built a series

already established channels—social

of demonstration projects that show

media, the community center, public

how under-used spaces can become

institutions, block groups, etc.

helpful green infrastructure projects.

New Orleans has integrated public

Due to recent and devastating

art and disaster management by
installing 14-foot steel sculptures that
also double as meeting and pick up
points during an evacuation. Another

tsunamis, Thailand has also placed
evacuation plans and routes onto
large-scale maps throughout the
coastal cities.

great example of communicating the

CITY COUNCIL DRAFT 2017-03
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What’s Coming in Physical Change: Hotter and
Wetter
FLOODING
Midwestern communities are already exposed to changing and intensifying weather patterns, and
predictions indicate that temperature and weather events will only become more extreme over time.
Specifically, heavy rains occur twice as frequently as a century ago and rainfall is projected to increase
by 20% by the end of the century. As a result there is an increased risk of flooding and subsequent
property and infrastructure damage. In 2014, the Detroit Metropolitan area received about 4.5 inches
of rain within 24 hours causing about $1.8 billion of damage to roads, bridges and about 75,000 homes
and businesses. With the increased likelihood of flooding comes heavier run-off which can contaminate
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water and increase exposure to water-borne illness as well as infections and hepatitis.
Additionally, if a basement were to flood and not receive quick and thorough repair, its damp
conditions develop mold, reducing air quality in the home.
With two 100-year floodplains, and the highest proportion of residents below the poverty line living
adjacent to the Detroit River, Trenton must consider how to protect itself from future storms.

HEAT
As precipitation comes in heavier bursts in the fall, winter and spring, summers are expected to become
hotter and drier. Higher temperatures have several negative health and environmental consequences.
Heat is the deadliest form of weather in the U.S., killing more people than hurricanes, tornadoes, floods,
and lightening combined. Between 1999-2010, exposure to extreme heat caused 7,415 deaths in
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the U.S or on average 618 preventable

In Michigan, corn prices dropped to

recorded in the Great Lakes which

deaths annually. Exposure to excessive

their 1978-1979 prices levels. Summer

contribute to the production of toxic

heat induced about 31% of the 2,000

temperatures are expected to exceed

algae that negatively affect water

weather-related deaths between

the heat wave of 1988. This comes at

quality, fish and their ecosystem; it

2006-2010; 63% of those deaths were

a huge cost for Michigan as the state

also reduces the aesthetic appeal of

from exposure to excessive coldness.

will have to re-think irrigation, how

one of the Midwest’s most treasured

The health costs related to death

to protect animals from extreme heat,

natural asset. While the exact changes

and sickness caused by extreme

and how to prevent the spread of

and ecosystem adaptation cannot be

heat and cold exceeded $1 billion in

crop-destroying pests.

predicted, it is safe to say that climate

2005. In the 1995 Chicago heat-wave

Increased temperatures, especially

change has an all encompassing effect

hospitalizations increased by 11%
during the peak week, and some
predictions estimate that by the end
of this century the Detroit area could
experience a heat wave that severe
twice every summer!

quickly changing temperatures,
will have a profound impact on
species and their ecosystems. The
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) notes that longer periods of hot
weather will stress trees, making them

According to the National Center for

more vulnerable to wildfires, disease,

Disease Control, higher temperatures

and insect damage and outbreaks.

due to climate change and

For example, in the West wildfire

exacerbated by the heat island effect

season has increased by 78 days in the

can also increase air pollutants and

last 30 years. This may not remain a

particulate matter. This is particularly

phenomenon only in the West as EPA

harmful to the Detroit-Ann Arbor

Region 5 which includes Michigan

region as this area already exceeds the

has one of the highest percentages

EPAs health-based ozone standard.

of connected forested land coverage.

High concentrations of ground-level

Also as a result, iconic trees such

ozone levels have been associated

as the paper birch, quaking aspens,

with higher hospitalization rates for

balsam fir, and black spruce are

asthma, higher rates of premature

expected to decline and wildfires may

death for people with heart and lung

spread quickly.

disease, and more severe allergic

Changing temperatures and weather

reactions.

patterns affect biodiversity as only

Drier summers will also have an

some species will be able to adapt

impact on Michigan’s second-largest

and survive. Even the extinction of

industry: agriculture. 1988 provides

a microscopic species can damage

evidence on what a drastic loss a heat

the entire food chain. Higher

wave can have on crop production.

temperatures have already been

on all species by throwing off a once
harmoniously functioning system.

What is: Existing
Conditions and
Sensitivity
TRENTON HAS
INFRASTRUCTURE
AND SERVICES
Water circulation
INDICATORS
Impervious surface coverage
Overall, 46.2% of the City of Trenton
is covered in impervious surface,
meaning that water cannot penetrate
the ground. Some vast stretches of
land are totally impervious, such as
the southernmost and northernmost
parts of the City along the waterfront.
The other large area of impervious
surface is the triangular areas
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between the railroad lines, north of

The high concentration of impervious

single-family homes, and the 1 other

Van Horn Avenue, which is zoned

surface puts businesses at greater risk

residence, they have experienced 7

as an industrial use for the Chrysler

of flooding, even in a moderate storm.

flooding events.

Trenton Engine Plant. The plant is

Note that the areas with close to 0%

surrounded on the west and on the

impervious pavement are parkland.

As of 2012 the new Flood Insurance

south by neighborhoods with some

Rate Map (FIRM) were released by
FEMA the size of the floodplain was

of the highest concentrations of

Flooding events

minorities (between 8-18%), poverty

According to the Wayne County

rates (16-27%), and percentage of

FIRMs, there were about 180 homes

Hazard Mitigation Plan from 2013,

those who live alone (10-48%). These

in the floodplain, and now there are

there are three properties in Trenton

areas are also zoned multiple family

approximately 825, most of which

that are considered “repetitive loss

residential, indicating that they are

are close to the Frank and Poet

properties” meaning that the property

likely renters. Another corridor almost

drain. Mortgage companies required

owner has made four or more claims

entirely covered with impervious

households that fell within the new

to the National Flood Insurance

surface is West Avenue and along

boundary to purchase flood insurance.

Program over $5,000 each, and at

Jefferson Avenue. These two roads run

If homeowners failed to do so with

least two separate claim payments

through the DDA boundaries and are

the mortgage company, then the City

combined exceed the market value

home to more than 120 businesses.

would purchase it on their behalf,

of the building. Amongst the 2

and charge a higher price. However,

substantially larger. Prior to the 2012
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homeowners without mortgages

Table: Housing Vacancy, Value, and Tenure
2000

2009

2010

2014

Trenton

3

8

7

5

Wayne
County

7

15

15

18

Michigan

11

15

15

16

United
States

9

12

11

13

Trenton

81

84

79

79

Wayne
County

67

68

65

64

Michigan

74

75

74

72

United
States

66

67

65

64

Trenton

$137,800

$163,100

(2012 ACS)
$127,200

$115,200

Wayne
County

$99,400

$125,300

$97,100

$83,200

Michigan

$115,600

$147,500

$128,300

$120,200

United
States

$119,600

$185,400

$181,400

$175,700

may remain in the dark and therefore
sensitive to flooding because they

Vacancy (%)

were not contacted personally
about the increased need for flood
insurance.

SYSTEMS
Water Supply

Homeownership (%)

The City of Trenton’s water supply
is purchased from the Great Lakes
Water Authority (GLWA). GLWA
draws water from Lake Huron and
the Detroit River and serves 126

Median Value

communities in Metro Detroit.

Wastewater Treatment
The City of Trenton has run a
Wastewater Treatment Plant since
1964 that can treat 4 million gallons
per day on average, with the capacity
of treating 6.5 million gallons per
day from both industry and private
homes. Trenton moved to a separated
system, where the pipes used to treat
sanitary sewage have been separated
from the pipes that drain rainwater
into the river. In addition, Trenton
has two retention basins that store
excess water from storms; the western
basin can hold up to 10.6 MG, and the
eastern basin can hold 9.5 MG for a
total of about 20 MG (million gallons).

SENSITIVITY
Trenton structures are sensitive to

4 to 6 inches over a couple days.
Because most Trenton residents had
insurance there are no estimates on
property damage. Throughout Wayne

corridors.

Housing

County, the average cost for those

INDICATORS

who experienced property damage

The desirability of Trenton’s housing

and did not have insurance was
$5,000. This price varies considerably
depending on whether the home had
a finished basement and whether
essential equipment like a furnace
was stored there. In the most recent,
but less severe storm September 2016,
about 2.5 inches of precipitation, and
only person filed a complaint about
flooding.

stock is evident in its vacancy and
ownership data. These are two
variables which measure the extent
of the American housing crisis, and
they clearly illustrate that Trenton
weathered it fairly well although it
certainly was not spared. The vacancy
rate of 5.2% is double what it was in
2000, but still approximately onethird to a half of the rates in all other

flooding. In the August 2014 flooding

Based on this analysis, businesses

geographies. Likewise, although the

Federal Disaster DR-4195-MI, 14

stand a lot to lose given that they

homeownership rate has dropped

homes flooded from a storm of about

are located along impervious surface

two percentage points over that time
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period, it is still a full 15 percentage
points above the national rate. Median
home value, however, has still not
returned to pre-recession levels in
Trenton despite having done so in

are housing units without a mortgage.

SYSTEMS
Housing Inspection Program

the transfer of the property. If not,
improvements shall be met. The
department performs the inspections
solely for the purpose of permitting
the City to continually assess the

Michigan generally, and also enjoying

Trenton’s housing sale inspection

condition of the housing stock, to

a 47% increase nationally since 2000. It

program is the benchmark for

monitor compliance with the building

may be somewhat surprising to note

downriver communities and has been

code, and to encourage owners to

that seven years after the official end

an important tool in maintaining

improve their properties. The success

of the Great Recession in June 2009,

a well kept housing stock. Located

of the program can be visually noted

vacancy is still rising, and home values

in Division 3 of the City’s Codified

by a simple drive through the City’s

and ownership are still dropping,

Ordinances, the “Inspection Upon

neighborhoods.

across the board.

Transfer” program states that it is

Trenton has a relatively small average
household size that is due in part to a
significant proportion of single-person
households. Its housing stock is
primarily single-family detached units
(70%) with three and, less frequently,
two bedrooms. Other types of housing
available include structures with 5-9
units (10%) and single-family attached
units (6%).
Most of the homes in Trenton (68%)
were built between 1950 and 1980,

unlawful for any person to transfer a
dwelling or for any person to act as a
broker for the transfer of a dwelling
which has not been issued a current
certificate of review for such dwelling.
The City’s Engineering and Building
Department shall issue a certificate
of review for each dwelling only after
they have conducted a preliminary
inspection of the dwelling and found
that the dwelling meets the minimum
requirements necessary to permit

Trenton’s Rental Inspection Program
is part of the Housing Sale Inspection
Program. The City offers a Certificate
of compliance which is issued by the
Engineering and Building Department
which certifies compliance with
the provisions of the codes and
ordinances of Trenton for all rental
dwellings and rental units. A current
certificate of compliance is good for
three years.

Affordable Housing

with less than a thousand of the 8,319
housing units in the City built before
1940. Half of all households have
been in their homes for 15 years or
longer, and 40% of owner-occupied
homes are paid off. Eighteen percent
of housing units are occupied by
households that are cost-burdened;
they are paying more than 35% of
their household income toward
housing. Of those 1,485 units, 45%
are owner-occupied units with a
mortgage; 38% are rentals; and 17%
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Parcels with Structures Built Prior to 1940
Parcels with Structures Built After 1940

A housing system is established

of housing choice vouchers outside

housing units are not considered

for those who cannot afford a

of these areas. Trenton does not have

sensitive structures. However,

conventional mortgage. A search on

any restrictions for accepting more

maintenance plays a big role in

HUD.gov shows that there are four

affordable housing units, meaning

protecting structures from severe

affordable apartment developments

that it could receive more in the

weather events.

in Trenton that cater to low-income

future. The state agency Michigan

groups, 3 of which are designed for

State Housing Development Authority

When structures were built prior

families, and 1 for the elderly

(MSHDA) runs the Housing Choice

{{

Concord Townhouse Cooperative
(several phases throughout the
1970s)

{{

South Glen apartments (~1977)

{{

Southwicke Square Cooperative

{{

total gross income is under 30% AMI.
They also manage the Emergency
Solutions Grant for short term rental
and utility assistance.

SENSITIVITY

Trenton Towers Cooperative (1973)

Older structures may be at greater

poverty, HUD has drawn maps
with boundaries around areas of
high poverty and high minority
populations and encourages the use
48

Voucher Program for those whose

(1970)

In an attempt to deconcentrate

1
Miles

risk of damage from a variety of
conditions. Structures in flood-prone

to 1940 in Michigan, a more porous
concrete was used in construction
that allows a greater amount of water
to quickly flow into these foundations.
These sensitive structures, when
combined with lower median home
values, represent structures that are
unlikely to invest in flood protection
measures and likely to have the
original materials that would make
them prone to flooding damages.

areas and adjacent to waterlines are

Transportation

at higher risk of flooding. Due to the

The transportation network defines

date of construction, the affordable

the pattern and shape of land uses in

cities, but can also play a significant
role in community resilience. The
transportation networks that
communities rely on for day-to-day
movement of goods and people
become increasingly influential
when dramatic events are on the
horizon. It is essential to understand
these aspects of the built system in
assessing resiliency and community
responsiveness.

INDICATORS
Access to a vehicle
Three percent of Trenton households

Figure: Commute Shed

do hot have access to a personal
vehicle. This is a situation that is
three times more common nationally
(9%) and four times more common
in Wayne County (14%). Perhaps
unsurprisingly, then, Trenton’s

heavily transited thoroughfares are

do not have access to a car, which

ranked poorly:

would equate to over 500 people on
Source: ©2015 Esri

Walkscore is just 35, classifying it as
a “car-dependent” City. Trenton is

(1.45). Nevertheless, 251 households

©2015 Esri

excelling at car culture; the challenge
is to ensure that the success of this
travel mode does not come at the
expense of choice.

Drive alone to work
Ninety percent of Trenton’s workers
drive alone to work, while most
of the remainder carpooled (6.1%)
or worked from home (2.6%). The
average commute of 23.7 minutes
is slightly lower than the national
average of 25.7 minutes. There are 1.66
vehicles per household in the City,
which is in line with State and US
figures (1.68) but above Wayne County

average, who likely belong to the
most vulnerable segments of the

{{

West Road (west of highway 85)

{{

Jefferson Ave (sections adjacent

March 17, 2016
Page 1 of 1

to Elizabeth Park and to the

population.

McLouth Steel plant)

Road maintenance assessment

{{

McLouth Park to Allen Road)

The Michigan Transportation Asset
Management Council uses a road

King Road (west of North

{{

Van Horn Road (west of M 85)

{{

Gross Ile Parkway

(PASER). This information is updated

{{

Vreeland Road (east of M 85)

annually and the most recent results

Trenton also has 9 bridges; 2 are

are from March 2016. According to

in good condition, 6 are fair, and 1

this ranking system, 34% of Trenton’s

is in poor condition. 2.56% of the

lane miles rank “good,” 34% rank

bridges deck area (in square feet) is

“fair,” and 36% rank “poor.” Roads

structurally deficient.

maintenance system called Pavement
Surface Evaluation and Rating system

in poor condition mean that routine
maintenance will not fix the road;

Street closures due to flooding

they must be completely replaced.

Flooding has generally not been an

Correspondingly, sections of the most
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issue except at King Road as a result of

The nearest interstate is I-75,

Harrison Road, and almost all of the

the Frank and Poet drain.

approximately three miles west of City

sections of M-85 (Fort Street). These

Hall. M-85, also known as Fort Street,

three roads average between 10,001

is a state trunkline highway that runs

and 20,000 cars per day. Interestingly,

When a street network is not on a

north and south through Trenton and

the one segment of M-85 heading

grid, it becomes increasingly difficult

serves several Downriver suburbs of

north into Trenton from Vreeland to

to get somewhere if access points

Detroit as well as neighborhoods in

Van Horn only sees half the amount of

are flooded. Cul de sacs and long

the City itself. West Road is one of the

the vehicles (between 5,001 and 10,000)

curvilinear streets exacerbate access

City’s major east-west roads. Others

that every other segment of M-85

problems because they do not provide

include Vreeland, Van Horn, King, and

witnesses on an average day, perhaps

a short, direct path to safety. The

Sibley.

implying that more people leave the

City of Trenton can help those with

The heaviest traffic within the City

Street network redundancy

blocked road access by strategically
selecting sites less prone to flood as
pick up or distribution points.

SYSTEMS
Street Network
There are no interstates in the City
to serve as major access routes.
50

travels along West Road for the
segments west of M-85. On average,
between 20,001 and 50,000 vehicles

City or use M-85 as a commuter route
than those who drive into the City
for goods, services, employment, or
otherwise.

travel along this road every day. Other

Examining the National Functional

frequently-traveled roads include

Classification (NFC) ratings for

the stretch of Van Horn through the

roadways as defined by United States

City and leading into Grosse Ile, the

Department of Transportation,

section of Jefferson in the downtown

provides insight into local road

stretching from West Road to

variations and funding eligibility. This

rating system was developed by the
Federal Highway Administration in
the 1960s and is still used today to
classify streets in accordance to traffic

Figure: Non motorized Circulation

and use. Local and unclassified roads
are not eligible for federal funding,
signifying that road repairs on the
majority of roads within Trenton
(approximately 70%) would require
other funding sources. The remaining
30% of roads are other principal
arterials, minor arterials, and major
collectors, including West, Jefferson,
Harrison, Van Horn Roads and
highway M-85.
These transportation systems do more
than define land uses and patterns
– they also define the movement
and circulation of water. During any
rainstorm, water must find a path

Trenton

to flow upon, following impervious,
flat surfaces, which typically include
parking lots, sidewalks, and especially
roadways. These surfaces determine
how and where water moves and
direct it through a variety of foreign
substances that are then found
within runoff water. Within the
City of Trenton, much of the area is
urbanized, including large industrial
parcels of land, massive parking lots,
and a significant amount of paved
surfaces along roads. Green spaces
absorb excess water and runoff, aiding
the City’s water infrastructure and its
capacity. The percent of impervious
surface within the City is quite
high, and given the City’s urbanized
characteristics, few green spaces exist
to offset grey infrastructure.
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Nonmotorized Circulation
In 2016, Wayne County’s Elizabeth
Park in Trenton and along the

Park. Planning has been underway

community, improving the quality

and construction is expected to begin

of life, and contributing to a more

in fall of 2016.

sustainable City.

riverfront were identified as a part

Aside from this planned nonmotorized

of the Downriver Linked Greenways

trail, smaller hiking trails exist in

Initiative. This community-driven

Elizabeth Park, natural foot trails

Transit options exist within Trenton,

regional campaign aims to improve

in South McLouth Park, as well as

and have expanded over the years.

nonmotorized transit options in

the pathway along the Frank and

The City of Trenton’s improvements

the downriver communities and

Poet Drain. However, nonmotorized

in transportation street standards

provide vital linkages for pedestrian

transit options are limited in the

and policies will encourage the

circulation. Planned trail development

City currently, and other trail

development of a complete

along Jefferson Avenue will connect

deficiencies were identified in the

streets network throughout the

Trenton and Elizabeth Park with

Trenton Parks & Recreation Master

community to create a more balanced

Grosse Ile, Humbug Marsh, the

Plan of 2013. Developing linkages to

transportation system. The Suburban

Detroit River International Wildlife

the new planned nonmotorized trail

Mobility Authority for Regional

Refuge and it’s new visitor’s center,

can provide residents alternative

Transportation (SMART) regional

John D. Dingell Park, and Belanger

recreation and transportation

bus system offers rides based on an

Transit

options, while promoting a healthy
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advance reservation service, providing

regarding emergency preparedness

rides within 10 miles of the requested

and economic opportunity.

starting point, while also providing

Deep Water Port
A considerable asset within the City
of Trenton is the deep water port,

a couple of constant transit lines.

Rail

The Community Route “Downriver

The formation of rail lines within

160” operates in the northern

Trenton have historically defined

portion of the City and connects the

and shaped both the physical lands

Riverview, Wyandotte, and Southgate

and local economy. Railroads have

area to Trenton, while the Park &

influenced the development, use,

Ride “Downriver P & R Route 830”

and production of industrial lands

continues even further north into

along the waterfront, many of which

Lincoln Park, Melvindale, and onward

remain and some of which are vacant.

into downtown Detroit.

Although the rail lines remain in

This is a helpful service, surely

Trenton, residents have expressed

utilized by both younger and older

their preference for the remaining

populations that have restricted

industrial landscape to change.

access to vehicles, but it does not

Several rail lines exist in the City, and

truck, and vessel-served intermodal

provide round-the-clock service. The

constitute a significant portion of land

transportation facility which would

160 Route operates between 6:00

use immediately adjacent to industrial

require deep port access. The

a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on the weekday

properties, the waterfront, and some

Legislature, however, expressed

and even more restrictive hours, 9:00

portions of the downtown. They

strong opposition to these plans after

a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, with

are operated by Canadian National

discovering that the construction

no service Sunday. The 830 Route

Railway, Norfolk Southern Railway,

and operation of such a facility

provides northbound service during

and other owners / operators, but no

would cause adverse impacts on the

the weekday from 5:50 a.m. to 8:49

passenger rails exist in this area to

region and Detroit River. Some of the

p.m., with southbound service from

alleviate the insufficient alternative

problems mentioned were increased

around 3:45 p.m. to 6:35 p.m., and

transportation options within the

waterborne traffic that the river does

no service during the weekend. The

Metro Detroit area. Rather, all of the

not have proper capacity to handle,

routes do not serve Trenton in the

rail lines within Trenton are used for

additional bridge openings on the

late weekday evening hours, evening

commercial and/or industrial shipping

River, which would isolate the 14,000

hours on Saturday, or Sunday. This

purposes.

Grosse Ile residents from emergency

As the economy has picked up,

services, and would create additional

option hinders those that rely on
public transit options for their
daily work commute, particularly
those working during the evening
hours and weekends. Options to
expand ridership and ride service,
in conjunction with neighboring
communities, could increase the
resiliency of the City particularly

railroad usage has increased. Because
the rail lines bisect the City running
north and south, and at the Van Horn
cross running east to west, it can be
extremely difficult to access the South
end, particularly the hospital.

located along the riverfront on the
northern edge of the City, near the
former McLouth Steel site. However,
any potential or future uses with this
port are limited. In 2002, the State
of Michigan’s 91st Legislature held a
regular session to discuss, approve,
or deny motions and resolutions
on matters within the State. The
Riverview Trenton Railroad Company
had been trying to develop riverfront
properties, including those within
Trenton, for the purpose of a rail,

rail and vehicular traffic that could
block streets, isolating hospitals and
depriving Trenton and Riverview
residents of emergency services.
Furthermore, the Senate found that
the facility would be inconsistent
with the work underway along the
Detroit Riverfront, of which local

CITY COUNCIL DRAFT 2017-03
To weather the future together

STRUCTURES AND SYSTEMS

53

municipalities and the state had

be confined to a smaller scale that

Below are some indicators of

actively been trying to improve its

fit within the existing capacity for

Trenton’s sensitivity to a power

appearance and health of the river,

Trenton and the River channel.

outage. Otherwise, there are no

and could harm the Detroit River

strong indicators of a resilient energy

International Wildlife Refuge. Even

SENSITIVITY

the communities of Riverview,

In time of need, the role of

different sources of renewable

Trenton, Wyandotte, and Grosse Ile

infrastructure is to be reliable to get

energy that can be integrated and

all unanimously passed resolutions to

people out of crisis, and/or to bring

distributed in alternative ways than

oppose the project. It was therefore

resources to those in need. Trenton’s

our current system. The Trenton Code

determined that this proposed

infrastructure is sensitive to the effects

of Ordinances does not have any

development would threaten public

of climate change. Over one-third of

specific provisions for upgrading its

health, safety, and general welfare.

its roads need to be replaced, and non

energy system. However, the state of

Both the Michigan House of

motorized paths are limited. Due to

Michigan has outlined plans to have

high levels of impervious pavement

40% of its energy come from energy

which exacerbate urban heat

waste reduction, increased natural

island effects and flooding, and few

gas use, and renewable sources by

greenways, Trenton’s infrastructure

2025. This is the first step towards

may not work to alleviate people from

harnessing and storing a diverse

too tremendous to ignore. When

stressors as desired.

energy portfolio in order to strengthen

examining any potential new

Geographically, the neighborhoods

a community’s ability to protect itself

developments or uses for the former

between the railroad tracks and

McLouth Steel site and surrounding

the coast are the most sensitive to

properties, it would be wise to use

transportation disturbances. With

this previous ruling as a guide. The

only Harrison, West, and Van Horn

Ninety-three percent of Trentonites

conditions of the river have not

roads leading westward to access the

use utility gas in their homes. When

drastically changed, the importance

rest of the City, an evacuation from

preparing for a resilient future, it is

of the Detroit International Wildlife

the coastline could be slow. Jefferson

important to know how homes are

Refuge has only grown, and the

provides routes leading north and

heated and cooled in order to know

significance of improving the Detroit

south, which would be effective in

how many people will be affected by

River coastline has only captured

dispersing from a highly localized

a power outage. Power outages can

increasing momentum since 2002.

threat such as contamination, but its

have a dangerous effect on the health

Exploring adaptive reuses and

course paralleling the coastline would

and safety of residents, especially

redevelopments that strengthen the

be of limited use in extreme flooding.

during a prolonged heat or cold

Representatives and later, the
Michigan Senate, opposed the
creation of this intermodal facility,
finding the negative impacts on
Trenton and the surrounding area

vibrancy and value of the coastline
would be much better suited for the
City and aligns with the preferences
of many residents. Furthermore,

Energy

system as that would require multiple

from power outages.

Home heating and cooling

period. 5.6% use electricity, 0 .3% use
fuel oil, kerosene, etc., and 0.1% use

INDICATORS

any deep water port uses should
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Table : City Departments with Generators
Department/Building
Police
Fire
Public Works
Parks & Recreation
West Field Activity Center
Waste water Plant
4 Remote Lift Stations
Jefferson Pumping Station

% Circuit
Run by
Generator
90%
90%
60%
X*
X
70%
X
X

Type of Impact
Deaths
Heart Attacks
Asthma attacks
Hospital admissions
Chronic bronchitis
Asthma ER visits

Annual
Incidence

Valuation

58

$420,000,000

93

$10,000,000

920

$48,000

43

$1,000,000

34

$15,000,000

50

$19,000

Table : Human Health Impacts

*The X means that the department has a generator but the
exact percentage run by the circuit is unknown

other fuel. These estimates however

close between 2020-2023. The closure

SENSITIVITY

should be double-checked with more

of this coal-powered plant is a result

reliable surveying methods because

of the federal legislation the Clean Air

With the DTE plant closed, Trenton

the margin of error is often larger than

Act. While this closure has serious

the estimate.

negative economic effects for Trenton,

Site- and Community-level
energy generation

government and private studies show
the consequential external costs of
living in close proximity to a coal

Some of Trenton’s City departments

plant in terms of human health. For

have backup generators in case of a

example, the instances of exposure to

power outage. Table 6 shows which

fine particle pollution (i.e. soots, heavy

buildings or City departments have

metals, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen

generators, and also the percent of the

oxides) from the Trenton Channel

circuit run by the generator in case

Power Plant is displayed in the table

of an emergency. Essential services

Human Health Impacts, and shows

would remain active albeit at a

the monetary valuation of its effects

reduced capacity.

up to 2012. The valuations represent

SYSTEMS
Gas and Electric

unaccounted for harm to the public.
These dollars amounts and incidence
are likely to continuing to rise; the
average annual persons per 100,000

In April 2016, two of the three units

that die in Wayne County are between

of DTE energy plant were closed. The

3-7 from existing power plants.

entire remaining plant is scheduled to

may experience temporary negative
economic effects, but eliminating a
major polluting stressor from your
environment means that residents
who suffer from respiratory and
heart problems will be less severely
impacted. Energy is no longer coming
from the local DTE plant, but Trenton
businesses and homes remain
sensitive to a power outage until the
energy is generated and transmitted
differently.

Food
INDICATORS
Rainfall levels
On average there was a drought every
20-25 years recorded over the last
60 years in Michigan. The effects of
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the City of Trenton can see where

Sibley

clusters of residents would struggle to
purchase food in the event of extreme

Riverview
85

weather. For those with limited

Brownstown
Township

mobility or if the roads are closed, not
having a grocery store within a short

Jefferson

King

er

distance will become complicated in

Riv

the event of a storm or heat wave.

it

Harrison

To expand its service reach, Trenton

tro

Harrison

De

Trenton

could also approach nearby grocers

Charlton
West

Grosse Ile
Township

with a Mutual Aid Agreement to ask
for their assistance in distributing food

Edsel

Grange

Trenton

to Trentonites in a moment of crisis.

Marian

Woodhaven

SYSTEMS

Grosse Ile
Van Horn

Michigan is home to a large
the state. The state of Michigan’s

Jeff

erso

n

Lathrop

agricultural network spread across
Toledo

85

Gibraltar

agricultural sector is valuated at $645
million annually, making it the 4th

it
tro
De iver
R

largest agriculture producing state in
the country.
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Data Sources: State of Michigan Geographic Data Library, City of Trenton, U.S. Census Bureau

City of Trenton Boundary
State Roads
All Roads
Railroads
Municipalities
Cities

People per Acre
0 - 5.85
5.86 - 11.71
11.72 - 17.57
17.58 - 23.42
23.43 - 29.29

Resiliency in terms of food security is
a difficult topic to frame appropriately.
Our agricultural system is so globally

drought, depending on its severity,

Wayne County is the most populated

will primarily hit those working

county in the state, it still contains

in agriculture first and hardest.

over 13,000 acres of agricultural land

Drought is a major stressor to crops

as of 2008.

and livestock. During the 1998-2001
drought, one-third of Michigan’s fruit,

Food deserts

vegetable, and field crops were ruined

Trenton does not have grocery stores

due to lack of water. Consequently,

within its boundaries, but does a

the USDA issued an Agriculture

farmer’s market twice a week during

Disaster Declaration for 82 counties,

the summer.

including Wayne County. While

intertwined that we could face
adverse effects in Michigan if there
were a disaster in a far away country
that exported us a large portion of
produce. Michiganders could also
feel negative effects if the Midwest
experienced a devastating heat wave
or storm, making it very difficult to
determine how or if it’s necessary
to reform the system for improved

Based on the population density map,
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resiliency.

TRENTON IS
CONNECTED
Communications
INDICATORS
Access to Internet
Most people in the modern era
are reliant on the internet for daily
news, social interaction, “running”
errands, and instant communication.
Access to internet makes our lives
infinitely more convenient, yet in
the event of a disaster, people may
have to function in a world without
instant access. Trenton, like most
cities, does not provide a public
internet system. Residents pay a
private provider for access to internet.
99.9% of Trentonites have internet
through cable, and just .02% use fiber
technology. Trenton residents are well
connected to the internet, however
a resiliency plan problem solves for
recovery when the connection is
lost, or how to secure more resilient
connection.

opened there in 2005, and created

an internet collapse if the wifi network

its own wifi system. Using a “mesh”

goes down because they are reliant

design, OTI became a hub in the

on private provider’s traditional spoke

neighborhood because they could

and hub design.

maintain a connection with its users,
provide charging stations and Twitter
updates and a platform where people
could report online that they needed
food or a pump. OTI was providing
services more efficiently than the
City. The City is now adopting this
design after they sent out an RFP for
building autonomous communication
networks and received over 200
proposals.
Similar to the conventional electric
grid, a router in the internet world has
worked as a spoke and hub, where the
hub directly connects to the internet,
and the spokes rely on the hub’s
connection. If the hub goes down,
then the entire wifi network is down.
The mesh network works when the
routers are connected to each other.
This approach is also easily scalable
by simply adding more routers to the
network. In this case, if one router
goes down, only part of the network
is affected, as opposed to the whole
system. The mesh design is not only in
practice in New York City. In Trenton’s
backyard, the Detroit Community

SYSTEMS

Technology Project is codifying the

During Hurricane Sandy, most of the

and has already installed them in

areas hit by the storm lost power,
except for one unlikely place. In a
Brooklyn neighborhood called Red
Hook, the power stayed on. Open
Technology Institute (OTI) had

process of building local wifi systems
seven communities.

Intergovernmental
Relations
INDICATORS
A coordinated and documented
effort that plans with the appropriate
governmental departments to
minimize the harmful effects of an
emergency is an indicator of strong
intergovernmental relations. Trenton
has made great strides by investing
in a Resiliency Plan, Emergency
Operations Plan, and an Emergency
Management Plan which identify
potential disasters, and how to deal
them, but also identify other larger
organizations or higher government
that can assist during the disaster and
recovery phases.

SYSTEMS
The Trenton Code of Ordinances has
a designated section for emergency
management, in addition to having
a FEMA Coordinator on staff. An
emergency management organization
and an emergency coordinator were
created to take full advantage of
the City’s knowledgeable personnel.
The mayor appointed five deputy
coordinators who are responsible
for covering the following areas:

SENSITIVITY
Currently, Trentonites are sensitive to

financial services, law enforcement,
engineering services, and health and
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current Emergency Operations Plan

medical services. The ordinance states

and “disseminate public education

that all City employees shall cooperate

materials” and “encourage residents

and support the mayor and the

to develop a family escape plan and

emergency management coordinator.

disaster supply kits” as their priorities.

During an emergency, emergency

This indicates that despite the

orders will supersede existing

County’s planning efforts, individuals

ordinances. Trenton has not only

do not feel prepared or aware of

thought about emergency measures

how to handle a disaster. There is a

but has given them some teeth.

disconnect between how sensitive the

Despite preparation, the sensitive

Separately, the City of Trenton has an

community feels to potential stressors

groups identified in this plan will

and the extent that they are protected

remain sensitive to disasters because

from stressors within Wayne County.

the Emergency Operations Plan

While Trenton was a stakeholder in

focuses mainly on disaster response

this plan update, the survey responses

instead of investments in how to

do not necessarily reflect Trentonites

mitigate or increase individual’s

exact priorities because they were

adaptive capacity.

Emergency Operations Plan, a plan
that was mandated by the Michigan
Emergency Act (PA 390) and recently
updated in June 2016 for the next four
years. This plan provides a checklist
for how the City will work with other
agencies to mitigate the effects of a
disaster, and more importantly which
City, state, or federal agency will
be responsible for certain essential
tasks in a response situation. Tasks

Emergency
Preparedness
INDICATORS

Awareness Week for severe winter

The presence of a full-time Emergency

systems, home safety, preparedness
kits, and safety procedures.

SENSITIVITY
In the Wayne County Hazard
Mitigation Plan Update from
2013, stakeholders were surveyed

Management Coordinator on site
is a strong indication of emergency
preparedness, and is a fairly unique
feature of a City government. There
are only 26 municipal emergency
management sites in the state of
Michigan.

on how they would rank crisis

SYSTEMS

mitigation strategies. The highest

The Office of Emergency Management

ranked responses centered on
communication. The respondents
ranked “improve agency coordination”

responsibilities. The plan also lays
out how to escalate requests for
assistance to Wayne County, the State
of Michigan, and FEMA.

SENSITIVITY

aggregated at the county level.

under mitigation include having an
weather and education on warning

outlines each City department’s

is in charge of operating and
testing the severe weather sirens
located throughout the City. The

Where it will hit:
Vulnerability
Assessment
Structures were found to be sensitive
if built prior to 1940 and were assessed
at a lower median home value. If a
structure were built prior to 1940,
including residential, commercial, and
industrial uses, then it was given a
point value of 1, while those built after
1940 received no points. Similar to the
Natural Breaks method of grouping
for population statistics, sensitive
structures were identified in the same
fashion. The range of median home
values were grouped accordingly and
ranked, with structures in the lowest
median home value group receiving 5
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points, while structures in the highest

home values here in the lowest two

median home value only receiving

groupings, indicating that structures

sustainable infrastructure

one point. These point systems were

here are worth less than those in

within planned infrastructure

combined to produce an overall

stable neighborhoods west of Fort

improvements

sensitive structure map.

Street. Although waterfront real

Sensitive structures exist in virtually

estate is traditionally more valuable

all block groups within the City,
although some neighborhoods within
the northwest portion of the City are
stronger and less vulnerable than
others. Neighborhoods immediately
east of the Frank and Poet Drain, and
north of West Road, are found to be
the least sensitive in all of Trenton
due to the relatively younger age of
the structures and high residential
property values. As property values
decrease west of the Frank and Poet
Drain, where some older structures
are also located, the buildings become
increasingly vulnerable. A similar mix
is found south of West Road, north of
Marian Road, and east of Fort Street,
where homes were generally built
after 1940 and home values fell within
an average range, proportionate to
the City’s range of household value.
South of Marian Road and west of

than inland property in Michigan, it
appears this trend does not follow in
most of Trenton, perhaps due to the
leftover industrial lands surrounding
the downtown. The North Trenton
neighborhood off of Sibley Road
and west of Jefferson exhibit
similar results, as homes here were
predominantly built prior to 1940 and
home values fall within the lower two
groupings of median home values.
The traditional neighborhoods of west
Trenton are considerably less sensitive
than those on the eastern side of the
City.

What we value
Physical Goal 1: Redevelop the
waterfront so that it becomes a
community asset that provides
business and recreational space
{{

Fort Street, these neighborhoods are
stronger with higher home values
and few older structures. East of Fort
Street, however is a different story.
Heading towards downtown, there
is a transition to older structures,
with a higher proportion of those
built prior to 1940. Similarly, we see

Promote the riverfront as an
ecotourism destination

{{

{{

{{

Promote the integration of

Develop recreational trails,
facilities, and green spaces
to attract young residents/
families, improve recreational
opportunities for the community,
enhance tourism, and absorb
environmental stressors

What we can do
Physical Objective: Alter the physical
landscape so that it better serves
the community in the case of an
emergency.

LAND USE REVIEW
Land use review involves examining
and possibly reforming the land use
practices and zoning code to rearrange
the built environment in a way that
better protects the health, safety, and
well-being of the residents.
Given that data indicates the only
certainty is more intense weather
events, it is worthwhile to review
whether major community assets

Convert all vacant sites into

and institutions are located in highly

anchor institutions, businesses,

vulnerable/exposed areas. With that

parks/green spaces, and

in mind, land use reform could include

educational or medical facilities

prohibiting development in hazard-

Physical Goal 2: Develop and improve
infrastructure for recreational and
functional uses

prone areas such as along the coast,
in floodplains, or in areas far removed
from infrastructure networks. This
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increased risk of flooding.

is known as risk-based land use

elevation mandated by FEMA. More

planning. The World Bank reports that

so than saving building owners

land use plans can use a combination

money, this requirement may prevent

of regulations or incentives to

people from having to evacuate

discourage the private sector from

their homes because they will still

When planning for a natural disaster,

building in hazard-prone areas. The

have access to heating, cooling, and

it is important to consider multi-

land use plan should not encourage

electricity.

modal alternatives for evacuation.

additional risk to the community in
the event of a disaster, but rather

MULTIMODAL
TRANSPORTATION

Children, the elderly, the disabled,

INSURANCE

and lower-income groups may not

control and direct development to

Monitor FIRMs to make sure that

have access to a vehicle to flee an

safe locations. As a last resort, if a

they stay up-to-date. Most of the

impending storm, or drive to a cooling

structure or institution is located in

FIRMs created for Wayne County

center. 251 households in Trenton do

a vulnerable zone, the municipality

were updated in 2012. With more

not have access to a car and therefore

should consider relocation (after

accurate information, homeowners

require a transit service to relocate

conducting a cost-benefit analysis).

and business owners can make more

them temporarily in the case of a

informed decisions about where they

disaster. Before Hurricane Katrina

chose to live and the City can zone

hit New Orleans in 2005, the Mayor

appropriately to protect its residents.

announced the first-ever mandatory

Moreover, the City may consider

evacuation order. However, over

a buy-out program for buildings

51,000 residents did not have access

that remain in the floodplain. The

to a vehicle, leaving them stuck in

purpose of the buy-out program is

the flooded City with little access to

to restore the land to its vegetative

shelter and food and water. Without

state so that it serves the community

a plan to address transporting the

as a buffer and possibly a place for

most vulnerable segments of the

recreation, and prevent recurring and

population to safe shelter before the

costly damage to private and public

storm hit, thousands were left behind.

property. Otherwise, it could become

Successfully monitoring a storm is the

increasingly difficult to attract new

first step, but the City may also need

business if they feel their property is at

to invest in a transportation system

Or, if development is needed
in hazard-prone areas such as
floodplains, then the City can
provide incentives for business or
homeowners to adopt floodplain
resiliency measures. For instance,
for both homes and businesses the
most commonly damaged items are
building equipment like switch gears,
HVAC, boilers, furnaces, sump pump
power feeds, etc. One requirement
could be that any development
in or near a floodplain must have
equipment elevated an additional
1-2 feet higher than the base flood

for storm conditions that reaches and
removes carless individuals from a
dangerous situation.

AMENITIES FOR
PROLONGED HEAT WAVES
With predicted cooler winters and
hotter summers, most households
will eventually spend more on air
conditioning than heating their
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homes. Weatherizing homes for

with respiratory health risks such

work or at home. Michigan already

low-income households lowers their

as asthma. Impervious pavement

has a tradition of using libraries and

monthly utility bills.

absorbs heat; as a result cities are

other public institutions as cooling

Investment in improving a City’s tree

typically a few degrees warmer than

centers. In the future, as this service

the neighboring hinterland. A healthy

becomes higher in demand, an

urban tree canopy can help reduce

emphasis must also be placed on

resident’s discomfort on hot days.

spreading awareness. Grand Rapids

Increased vegetation and green space

aims to have a heat wave safety

abundant. First, tree canopy and

also help cool cities down.

checklist disseminated through

vegetation help mitigate urban heat

Cooling centers are climate-controlled

appropriate channels such as the

island effect, in addition to providing

places where people can go to

shade, sequestering carbon, and

escape the heat. These are especially

removing pollutants from the air.

important for citizens that do not

Increased temperatures are associated

have access to air conditioning at

canopy has more than “triple bottom
line” benefits. While it is an amenity
for combating the effects of prolonged
heat waves, the benefits of trees are

American Red Cross and the Public
Health Services Emergency response
team. Moreover, these channels can
also provide residents with a list of
cooling centers where they can find
relief from the heat when needed.

Case Study: Holland, Michigan
Holland, Michigan homeowners who are willing and able to

INFRASTRUCTURE
NETWORK

invest $10,000-$30,000 in retrofitting their homes will receive a

Currently, our infrastructure networks

20% rebate or “on-bill financing” loan programs (repaying the

are single-purpose, under uniform

loan through the utility bill) from the City. The City hopes to
retrofit 1,000 homes in the next four years. Upon signing up for the

ownership, and as efficient as possible.
These characteristics have kept the
networks inexpensive and simple, but

program, homeowners will undergo a comprehensive assessment

they do not contribute to resiliency.

to see where they can implement energy-saving features. Features

To do that, our networks need to

range from insulation to upgraded appliances; according to the
Community Energy Plan homes can be up to 50% more efficient.
While this program is framed as a way to save energy, this

become integrated, modularized, and
redundant.
While seemingly counter-intuitive,
redundancy plays a vital role in

program and similar ones offer some financial relief to low-income

building resiliency. In the event of

homeowners who may not otherwise have the incentive to invest

a natural or man-made disaster,

in their home and/or see the importance of upgrading their home
to protect them from severe weather. However, the initial $10,000-

redundancy or back up facilities is
a more reliable approach because it
ensures continued critical services

$30,000 investment could still leave lower-income homeowners
unassisted.
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such as electricity. With an additional

transferring power services over public

be intertwined to reduce both. For

electric grid, a City can mitigate some

rights-of-way. This limitation could

example, wastewater is well-suited

potential serious consequences at

be ruinous. Community microgrids

to assisting with food production,

hospitals, waste water plants, police

integrate into utility networks,

and using it for this purpose may be

stations, and private residences.

combine different sources of energy,

less energy-intensive than improving

Having a centralized power plant

and distribute them more efficiently

its quality to return into surface

and locally for a sustained service. If

water. Food waste can be turned into

not feasible to distribute throughout

energy rather than occupying landfill.

the entire City, then microgrids can

The production of energy nearly

be placed at designated emergency

always produces heat, which can be

shelters to provide power during an

appropriated rather than dispersed.

2003, where millions of people from

outage.

These systems-level changes are

Michigan to New York to Canada

Because microgrids can run on solar

daunting and transformative in equal

experienced the largest black out

power, solar panels become an even

to date. To prevent such a grave

more advantageous investment. The

predicament in the future, the City of

benefits of solar panels and their

New Orleans as of 2015 is conducting

ability to store energy are two-fold.

feasibility studies for modular back-

Solar power has mitigating effects

up generators known as microgrids.

on climate change as it reduces

Microgrids are not only electrical

emissions, and it also has immediately

generators but they can operate

beneficial adaptive effects because it

independently of a tradition grid,

can provide power to homes during

and can distribute both renewable

an outage. Even traditional back-up

and nonrenewable sources of energy.

generators have limits because they

Microgrids, once distributed through

depend on the amount of diesel stored

the City, are like substations but with

on site. If a building were to install

the flexibility of scaling up or down

solar panels and a solar battery, the

as needed. Originally conceived of

power generated from the sun is

as a more energy efficient way to

transferred through the panel and

distribute electricity locally, this idea is

stored in a battery.

being applied to community resiliency

Finally, our infrastructure systems

is more administratively efficient
most days of the year, but amidst
a recovery it can have catastrophic
consequences. One recent example
is the Northeastern power outage of

building because of its benefits in
mitigating power outages. Moreover,
current utility franchise rules forbid

share inputs and outputs that are
not presently connected. Food,
water, waste, and power systems can

parts.

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE
Investment in urban infrastructure
is critical to building a resilient
community. With Michigan already
experiencing more precipitation
than ever, municipalities may need
to consider expanding their capacity
to treat water. In 2013, Grand Rapids
experienced serious flooding and the
City went into a state of emergency.
Typically when a sewer plant is
overloaded, it has to release untreated
water into a nearby body of water.
Since 2013, Grand Rapids has invested
in a waste water treatment plant
called Market Avenue Retention Basin
(MARB) which can store an additional
30 million gallons of wastewater.
Increasing capacity benefits residents
because it reduces the discharge of

CITY COUNCIL DRAFT 2017-03
64

Trenton Coast Resiliency Master Plan

untreated water and keeps them safe
from contaminated water and waterborne illnesses.

Measures of Preparedness:
One example of how to measure resilience is to
align them to quantifiable goals. Below are questions
that a community can ask itself about its level of
preparedness. These are just some categories that the
UN has identified as possible indicators of community
preparedness.
The Department of Homeland Security’s Integrated
Rapid Visual Screening Methodology has created
a free software program that uses probability of
occurrence for natural disasters that calculates both
risk and resilience. This tool helps with data collection
and storage, risk scoring (pre-determined weights for
factors), and visualization (linked to Google Earth).
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Lands

What’s Coming in Economic Change:
Postindustrialism
In its heyday, Michigan was the top state for lumbering and auto manufacturing; however the state is
still recovering from its gradual fall from the top over the last 50 years. Globalization has not been kind
to Michigan. As the U.S. economy’s outputs have shifted towards services, Michigan could no longer
solely rely on extractive and industrial practices. Moreover a more globally integrated economic system
meant that domestic labor could not compete with lower wages in other parts of the world. With huge
plant closures and massive layoffs as jobs move abroad or to the South, and the internationally known
Detroit bankruptcy, Michigan has struggled to keep up with national economic trends towards servicebased, knowledge jobs.
With jobs moving quickly to the service sector, there is a skills gap between what the new economy

66

demands and what Michigan’s labor force can provide. In 2012, after identifying manufacturer’s needs,
Governor Snyder began an apprenticeship program where employers chose students and paid for their
tuition, plus a wage. The state hopes to scale up the program so that it becomes an industry-run to
ensure more Michiganders find employment in manufacturing.
Post-recession and post-automobile bailout, Michigan is finding its feet. In 2012, Michigan had the 2nd
strongest post-recession recovery. The fastest growth in industrial employment since 2010 has been
in Detroit, Warren, and Grand Rapids, Michigan. This comeback is still primarily reliant on industrial
employment, although with a modern technological twist. According to Brookings Institute, Michigan
is becoming an innovative hub making unparalleled advances in autonomous cars. Warren and Troy
are innovating factory software and computer-controlled systems for automobiles. General Motors
will spend a $1 billion tech center that will employ an estimated 2,600 salaried employees, and Altair,
a software company, continues to expand. Michigan metros had a higher than average number of

67

patents per 1,000 workers from

providing a mixture of commercial,

tree canopy coverage. Coverage is

2001 to 2010 when compared to the

retail, and civic uses. Commercial

high in Elizabeth Park, the largest park

average U.S. metropolitan areas and

uses line the major streets, creating

within the City. Additionally, there

higher than average export intensity,

corridors of activity and linkages to

are large sections of tree canopy in

indicating that Michigan’s economy

nearby communities. Assets abound,

the southern portion of the City near

is integrating innovation and industry

the City has considerable strength in

the industrial lands, although these

better than it has in its recent past.

many of its built and natural systems.

forested sections do not overlap with

What is: Existing
Conditions and
Sensitivity

INDICATORS

the large parcels that predominately
consist of impervious surfaces. A

Several types of indicators can be

significant amount of trees can be

examined and evaluated to determine

seen in the stable neighborhoods to

the relative strength and abundance

the north and west of Fort Street,

of natural features within Trenton.

lining the streets and providing

As a City that has reached almost full

essential shade to walkable sidewalks

capacity regarding built structures,

in these neighborhoods. Again, major

it is essential to study the natural

thoroughfares that provide large-

features in Trenton, as they provide

scale commercial uses and retail

Land

a tremendous deal of natural beauty,

have exceptionally high impervious

green space, and recreational

surfaces to provide for parking lots,

The land system within Trenton

opportunities. These features act as

and therefore, exceptionally limited

represents the development, growth,

major community assets that enliven

tree canopy coverage. Tree coverage is

and history of the City and the

neighborhoods, provide parks, offer

evident in the downtown as well, both

Metro Detroit area. The largest land

community gathering spaces, and are

in the forms of street trees and trees in

use is residential with many stable,

capable of enhancing property values.

the yards of residential properties.

traditional neighborhoods that are

Given the type of natural feature,
studies have even shown that green

Tree canopy coverage relates to the

well connected with sidewalks, green
spaces, and community facilities.

spaces, forests, and parks promote

Industrial uses flanked the downtown

better health, both mentally and

and dominated the pattern of land

physically.

TRENTON CAN
MANAGE ITS
NATURAL ASSETS

use historically, but empty sites now

overall health of the community.
Urban forests, which are identified by
the U.S. Forest Service as urban parks,
street trees, landscaped boulevards,
river promenades, wetlands, nature

yearn for employment centers, new

Tree Canopy

types of land uses, and connectivity

The tree canopy coverage within

/ greenbelts, and even trees on

to the downtown. The downtown

Trenton reflects a negative correlation

industrial brownfield sites , can all

core, strategically located along the

with impervious surface: where

have an impact on the health of a

waterfront and near Elizabeth Park,

impervious surface is high, tree

community. This definition includes

offers tremendous potential to the

canopy is low, and the same is true

the majority of tree canopy coverage

City and its residents while currently

in reverse. Overall, Trenton has 8.3%

found within Trenton. Higher tree

preserves, natural areas, greenways
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canopy coverage in the form of urban
forests have been shown to reduce

Sibley

overall expenditures for mental health,
implying that mental health issues

85

are reduced by the presence of trees,
and stress and depression levels are
reduced by forests and trees as well.

Jefferson

King

Riv

er

SYSTEMS

tro
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it

Harrison
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De

Trenton

Charlton

The majority of the City sits on the

West

geology, although the northeast
corner constitutes Dundee Limestone.

Edsel

Grange

Detroit River Group of bedrock

Marian

Both of these groups contain the
vital resource of stone, including

Grosse Ile

Van Horn

dolomite (dolostone), sandstone, and
importantly, limestone; the Detroit
Jeff

erso

n

Lathrop

River Group composition may vary
from place to place, but the first

Toledo

layer of bedrock is dolomite and
underneath is limestone, whereas

it
tro
De iver
R

85

the Dundee Limestone geology is
host to an immediate and easily
accessible layer of valuable limestone.
The prevalence of limestone has
significantly impacted the history
and development of Trenton,
as well as many other places in
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Michigan. Limestone has long been

Michigan, most outcrops following

upper peninsula, along with some

intertwined with local Michigan

the outer ring of the Michigan

smaller areas in Michigan’s “thumb”

economies, playing a vital role in

basin, and therefore, occurring in

and the Grand Rapids area. Each

employment, land use, natural

southeast Michigan (predominantly

instance of limestone in Michigan

resource extraction, and economic

Wayne and Monroe Counties), the

is unique, however, geographically

development. Limestone deposits

northeast and northwest lower

smaller occurrences of outcrop do

are found in select areas throughout

peninsula, and the eastern half of the

not necessarily relate to the depth
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and quantity of the natural resource.

Sibley

The limestone quarry in Rogers City,

85

85

Brownstown
Township

Brownstown
Township

small occurrence when compared to

King

Jefferson

Jefferson

King

Riv

the upper peninsula, has long held the

Riv

er

er

Michigan, in what appears to be a

Sibley

title of the largest limestone quarry in

Edsel

Grange

Grange

Edsel

Grosse Ile
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Van Horn

Van Horn

Jeffe

rson

Lathrop

Jeffe

in the early 1800s, the Trenton quarry

rson

Lathrop

operated by Solomon Sibley himself

Toledo
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too was an impressive limestone

hand, and from that point forward

Grosse Ile
Township

Marian

Originally opened, owned, and

Americans to excavate the site by
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West
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resource. Sibley employed local Native
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it became one of the first and most
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Trenton was a considerably high grade

feet, although today has become an
inactive quarry and rather functions
as a Type III low hazard waste landfill
for DTE Energy.
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eventually mined to a depth of 300
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dig deep before reaching the limestone

long been a resource for jobs and was
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Township
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bed” indicated that workers need not

soda. Since its creation, the quarry has

tro
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1900s. The quarry’s famous “9-foot

used to make Arm & Hammer baking

Trenton

Charlton

in demand in the late 1800s and early

this particular quarry yielded material
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including the Sibley Company Store,
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Soils

prime farmland or only

Most soils within the City are Alfisol

prime farmland if drained. The largest

soils, although some Mollisols,

clustering of the Mollisol soil group

Inceptisols, and Entisols are found.

in Trenton is found in the northeast

These soil types are common in this

section of the City, corresponding with

part of Michigan, and would typically

the location of the Trenton Quarry, as

represent soils suitable for agriculture,

limestone is the parent material for

although the majority of soils found

this group of soil and this relationship

within the City are considered not

has defined the location of many
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quarries throughout Michigan. The

pockets of forested land cover exist,

that the community’s tree stock is

particular group of soils found within

although the majority of forest lands

replenished as development occurs.

the City, however, do contribute to

are within Elizabeth Park. Some small

threats of runoff – almost three-

pockets exist in the southern and

fourths (73.5%) of lands within the

northern portions of the City.

City have medium and high rates of

The parks within the City are the

runoff. Hydric soils, which are soils
formed under saturated conditions,
commonly saturated with water,
and assist with the identification
of wetlands, are found in the City
and represent approximately 17.7%
of soils. Along with soils prone to
ponding, which are saturated at
least 50% of the time, both types of
soils are helpful when determining
areas susceptible to flooding. Every
hydric soil identified within the City
has at least an 89% chance it will be
saturated and therefore capable of
supporting ponding, standing water.

Forests and Green Spaces
Since the City has become urbanized

largest source of green space, found
scattered throughout the City.
Elizabeth Park, the oldest Wayne
County Park, is a vital source for
recreation and green space and
constitutes the largest park in the City,
representing 46% of total park acreage
within Trenton. Approximately 33% of
park lands within Trenton are found
adjacent to the Frank and Poet Drain,
traversing south from King Road to
the Canadian National Railway line,
just north of Van Horn Road. The
other approximately 20% of park
land is distributed in smaller parks,
typically near neighborhoods or along
the coastal downtown area.

in the last several decades, little

SENSITIVITY

natural land is left within its limits.

Tree species can become threatened

This should be of no surprise, given
its relationship and history to Detroit,
as well as the fact that less than 3%
of soils within the City are considered
suitable for agriculture. Nevertheless,
maintaining green space and
preserving natural resources are still
necessary for urban areas. Their uses
range from daily average needs to the
ability to absorb shock from extreme
weather and climatic events. Small

as warming temperatures change
their ecosystems, inviting new pests
and altering their water and nutrient
sources. Beyond the biological threats,
green spaces and vegetative cover are
at greatest peril from development. A
tree ordinance can protect large, old
trees which are irreplaceable for all
practical purposes. When saving trees
is impossible or impractical, strong

Environmental
water
The City’s relationship to the Detroit
River and inclusion in the Coastal
Management Zone Boundary is an
exceptionally important consideration
for resiliency planning.

INDICATORS
Vegetative Buffers Around
Surface Water
Trenton has 12.93 miles of surface
water shoreline (rivers, drains, etc.).
Just over half of that shoreline (6.85
miles, or 53%) is protected by a
swath of vegetation that serves as
a buffer between the land and the
waterbody. These vegetative buffers
slow and clean runoff entering the
water body, absorb floodwaters, and
form a physical barrier that prevents
the construction of damage-prone
structures.
A current best practice is the
institution of a 25- or 50- foot
vegetative buffer around all surface
water. Elizabeth Park and the land
surrounding the Frank and Poet Drain
are excellent examples of vegetative
buffering which double as recreation
and open space.

landscaping standards can ensure
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Wetland preservation
Wetland preservation is an important
indicator for natural health within any
community. Wetlands are essential,
acting to absorb water in major
storm events, which is beneficial
for the Trenton area as runoff from
excessive water events have polluted
waterbodies in the past, particularly
including the Frank and Poet Drain.
Wetlands constitute a small portion
of lands within the City: just 1.3%
is forested wetland (62 acres), and
1.54% emergent wetlands (74 acres).
Still, many sites for restoration
efforts have been identified within
the industrial lands in the south and
southeast, surrounding the Frank and
Poet Drain and the Trenton Channel,
as well as some areas within the
northeast industrial lands. Efforts to
preserve and restore wetlands have
already occurred in the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge at both
the Humbug Marsh Unit and the
future site of the Refuge Welcome
Center, each within City boundaries.

SYSTEMS
Floodplains

cover, which in turn can significantly

Moreover, any property owners that

control the migration of water, runoff,

own structures or build structures

and contaminants during heavy rains

within the 500-year floodplain carry

and flooding. Floodplains are found

an increased risk for flood damage

along the Detroit River coastline,

that is absorbed by the property

including 100-year and 500-year

owner. Trenton has had their Federal

flood zones, extending into industrial

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) updated

parcels in the south, encompassing

recently to include additional

the Trenton Channel in Elizabeth Park,

properties along the Frank and

encroaching on dozens of smaller

Poet Drain that previously were not

residential and commercial parcels

included in the floodplain, and these

in the downtown, and extending

types of changes can immediately

into the northern industrial parcels.

impact property owners. The inclusion

Floodplains are also found elsewhere

of any property within a floodplain

in the City, surrounding the Frank

can affect property values, but it is

and Poet drain, including the 100- and

difficult to grasp the rate of change

500-year flood zones as well as the

and variables that would influence

regulatory floodway. This set of flood

changes in value. Discouraging new

zones surrounds the drain throughout

development in floodplains would be

the entirety of its path through the

ideal, given the uncertain variables

City. A small portion of floodway

involved and risk potential for

runs parallel with the western edge

damage.

of City limits, following alongside
Marsh Creek and stretching into both
residential and Trenton Public School
properties.
Floodplains are exceptionally
important considerations when
it comes to development. Any
development that occurs in any
floodplain, such as residential,

Trenton’s proximity to the Detroit

commercial, or industrial

River has been an influential

development, is subject to certain

connector to many community

standards and conditions. Often

assets, land uses, and properties. This

times, special permits are required,

adjacency impacts the patterns and

additional building standards are

location of floodplains, wetlands,

imposed, and property owners are

watersheds, hydric soils, and land

obligated to have flood insurance.
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the protection of both the Detroit
River and any structures on lands

Sibley

susceptible to flooding. Potential
wetland restoration sites have been

85

delineated and correspond to hydric
soils within the City, particularly
located along the Trenton Channel

Jefferson

King

er

within Elizabeth Park, following the

Riv

Frank and Poet Drain, and largely

it

Harrison

in the southern portion of the City

tro
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Charlton

Wildlife habitat and diversity
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West

The diversity of wildlife in Trenton

Marian

is astounding. Although much of
the City is developed, urban spaces

Grosse Ile

and the influence of the Detroit

Van Horn

is beneficial for the habitats and

erso
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Lathrop

River International Wildlife Refuge
Jeff

species found in the Trenton area.

Toledo

The Humbug Marsh Unit located in
the City has been called a “hotspot of
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Wetlands
While many wetlands have been
destroyed in Michigan, especially in
urbanized areas along Michigan’s
coastline, Trenton still contains some
wetlands. It is necessary to identify
their locations and understand their

and was designated as Michigan’s first
wetland of international importance.
A variety of plants, waterfowl
and migratory birds, reptiles and
amphibians, fisheries, and dragonflies,
constitute this ecosystem and
represent many different habitats

contribution to the local ecosystem.

indigenous to this area.

Wetlands are located in the southern
portion of the City, aligned with

Watersheds

several sections of hydric and

Watersheds and bedrock geology

ponding soils. Wetlands have the
potential to absorb heavy rainwater
and contaminants, assisting with

are strong determinants of
physical features for an area. The
City of Trenton falls within two
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subwatersheds, the Huntington

decaying plant matter to industrial

The Frank and Poet Drain is also

Creek – Frontal Lake Erie and

wastes and sewage, can be damaging

vulnerable to increased TSS, and it

Brownstone Creek subwatersheds,

to the local aquatic ecosystems. The

has been found to have impaired

and is contained within the greater

2006 pollution study determined the

waters in 2002, 2004, and 2006 as well.

Detroit watershed, as identified by

indigenous aquatic life in the creek,

In 2002, it had the same impaired

the USDA. Examples of point and

including “Fish, Shellfish, and Wildlife

designation for Fish, Shellfish, and

nonpoint source pollution have been

Protection and Propagation” to be

Wildlife Protection and Propagation

found in the Detroit watershed and

impaired, and therefore rated the

but a much longer list of probable

the Brownstone Creek subwatershed,

macroinvertebrate community “poor”

causes, including channelization,

each of which can affect Trenton.

by EPA standards. The probable

erosion and sedimentation, industrial

Watersheds act as localized areas that

source for the pollution was identified

uses, loss of riparian habitat, urban-

confine and contain the movement

as urban-related runoff/stormwater.

related runoff/stormwater, and

of water and have an influence its

This is not the only time this Creek

streambank destabilization. In 2004,

quality.

has been recorded as impaired. In

the Overall Water Quality Standards

Within the Brownstone Creek

2002, the Fish, Shellfish, and Wildlife

were impaired for unknown reasons,

Protection and Propagation was found

and in 2006, the Fish, Shellfish, and

impaired due to flow alterations, and

Wildlife Protection and Propagation

in 2004, the Overall Water Quality

were found impaired again due to

Standards designated use was

channelization, habitat modification,

determined to be impaired due to

and urban-related runoff/stormwater.

unknown causes.

The nearby Blakely Drain/Marsh

subwatershed, the Brownstone Creek
itself contained total suspended solids
(TSS) in 2006, which led to monitoring
a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL)
for this waterway in 2007. These
types of solids, which range from
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Creek waterbody, which only runs

Action Plan of the Detroit River. They

Although the Detroit River listed as

through the northwest corner of

also served on the local Coast Guard’s

an AOC is unacceptable, substantial

Trenton, was found to have the exact

Southeast Michigan Area Committee.

work has been underway to improve

same pollution issues and impairment
listing as the Frank and Poet Drain for
2002, 2004, and 2006.
Since 2007, these waterbodies within
the watersheds have not been listed
as impaired, but they should still be
considered sensitive areas due to
their history of collecting pollution
and previous status of impairment.
It should also be noted that TSS
will increase in the Frank and Poet
Drain with any precipitation event,
and the more intense the storm, the
more likely the Drain will exceed the
allowable load for TSS and could be
listed as impaired once again.

Detroit Riverkeeper
Detroit Riverkeeper is a nonprofit
citizen action group. Its goals are
to protect, preserve, and restore
the ecology of the Detroit River
Watershed. Through education,
partnerships and research they are
successful stewards of the river.
Detroit Riverkeeper is a key partner
in building resiliency because they
are actively monitoring the quality
of river water, and have a history of
working with local, state and federal
governments. They are involved in
several projects including labeling
storm drain and overseeing the
implementation of the Remedial

SENSITIVITY
Water Quality Concerns

water quality in the Trenton area
and the Detroit River for the last
25 years, and much progress has
been accomplished. The Black

The State of Michigan, and

Lagoon Legacy Act Cleanup effort

particularly the Detroit metropolitan

completed ten years ago removed

area, are no strangers to water

heavy concentrations of grease and

quality concerns. The Great

oil, restoring the natural Trenton

Lakes Water Quality Agreement

shoreline and removing a catastrophic

(GLWQA), originally signed in 1987,

environmental scar from Trenton’s

is a collaborative project between

shore. This cleanup effort, the first

the United States and Canada

of its kind to be funded by the Great

aimed at improving the Great Lakes

Lakes Legacy Act, removed over

water systems and responsible

470,000 pounds of contaminants

for identifying Areas of Concern

including 115,000 cubic yards of

(AOC). The Detroit River is one of 43

polluted sludge and cost $9.3 million

contaminated waterways identified

dollars over the course of 13 months

as an AOC due to sewer overflows,

for a site only around 2 acres in size.

industrial discharges, stormwater

The photo on the next page illustrates

runoff, and industrial and urban

the clean up effort in action.

development. Due to these pollution
sources, contaminant issues include
high levels of metals, oils, greases,
bacteria, polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs), and polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAHs), the latter two
of which are considered carcinogens.
As discussed in the Watershed
section, the nearby Brownstone Creek,
Frank and Poet Drain, and Blakely
Drain/Marsh Creek have been listed
as impaired waters multiple times
with a history of collecting point and
nonpoint source pollution.

Even though polluted discharges
within the River have been reduced,
a significant amount of polluted
material still exists, sunken to the
bottom of these waterways and
influencing the continued listings of
AOCs. This project had a variety of
unique factors and conditions such
as the flow of water and shape of the
shoreline made this the perfect area
for materials to collect and settle
for fifty years. The current carried
industrial discharges immediately
downstream from Trenton’s industrial
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waterfront sites straight to this

469 acres in size, it would have cost

Industrial uses along the coastline

location; a special silt curtain was

around $2.19 billion dollars in 2005;

were among the primary culprits.

required to block the remainder of the

adjusting for inflation rates, the same

When examining the City of Trenton

Detroit River from the cleanup site

effort would be closer to $2.7 billion

through a sustainable, resilient

to prevent sediment from escaping

dollars in 2016.

lens, remember that the shift from

into the river. Mechanical dredging

Restoration projects and protected

industrial uses to nonindustrial would

was required, and due to the polluted
nature of the material, it needed to be
shipped away from the site for proper
disposal. But were this level of cleanup
effort required for the entire riverbank
around Trenton, approximately

benefit the Detroit River, International

habitats continue to improve the

Wildlife Refuge, and quality of the

conditions of the Detroit River,
working towards the goal of removing
the river from its AOC listing. It is
important to remember why the river
became an AOC in the first place.

natural resources, and to do anything
else would be taking three steps back
from the momentum of cleanup
efforts.

Photo: Detroit River Clean up Effort
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TRENTON HAS
ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITIES
The City of Trenton has begun a
more robust focus on economic
development the last five years. The
Mayor has established an Economic
Development Committee that meets
on a monthly basis to review potential
development, address dormant
parcels, and entertain prospective
developer’s proposals.
Three major issues of concern for
the committee have been the former
McLouth Steel property, the former
Riverside Hospital site, and the City’s
challenged downtown. In addition,
the recent announcement by DTE
Energy’s impending closure of their
Trenton Channel Power Plant has
moved this site to the forefront with
the others. The strength of downtown,
and the City in general, is dependent
on the successful repurposing of these
sites. The City needs to create and
maintain a strong, vibrant economy.
The policies and actions that Trenton
takes to promote economic goals
are crucial to increasing overall
employment and maintaining a
healthy tax base.

of all the land. The amount of vacant

leakage of contamination near the

industrial land is approximately

waterfront. Federal authorities are also

10%. The taxable value of improved

looking at placing the DSC site on the

industrial land is $41,749,693. The

National Priorities List (NPL), further

vacant industrial land in the City is

limiting the possibility of turning

valued at $7,166,325, which represents

this site into productive use(s) since

almost 6% of the value of the

Superfund sites (NPL) such as the

improved industrial land. The majority

“Love Canal” traditionally have been

of the vacant lands are located along

extremely difficult to develop.

the City’s waterfront. These properties

Funding available for cleanup has

historically were manufacturing/
industrial and have issues of
contamination, blight, as well as some
being functionally obsolete. One of
the main challenges is the former
McLouth Steel site (now known as the
DSC site) which is nearly 1,000 acres.
Though not “vacant” as determined
by assessing, the property is largely
underutilized and represents a major
opportunity, and challenge. These
opportunities and challenges are
similar for the smaller sites as well.
Returning the former McLouth Steel
site and other vacant industrial
properties to new uses represents
perhaps the greatest obstacle in
transforming Trenton into a complete
and fully sustainable community. This
is due to not just the amount of vacant
industrial land, but also the location
of the properties and the shrinking
federal and state dollars available for

Industry

cleanup of contaminated sites. Many

INDICATORS

Trenton Channel, which complicates

The City has slightly over 500 acres of

of the properties are located on the
cleanup. Some of these sites show

also shrunk over the recent decade as
both the State of Michigan’s DEQ and
Region 5 of the EPA have less funding
to make available for grants and
loans to assist with cleanup. However
the City of Trenton is a member
of the Downriver Area Brownfield
Consortium (DABC), which has
been one of the leading groups in
the nation in receiving federal funds.
Opportunities exists, even though
they are limited.
Trenton has made the switch to an
“ed and med” economy, with 26% of
its workers employed in that field.
This is a significant shift for the City’s
economy, especially considering
that this move reduces the pressure
on obsolete industrialized lands
to remain industrialized, further
emphasizing the citizens’ desire to
see new types of uses on these vacant
lands. Manufacturing still remains
substantial, however, at 15%, and retail
trade and the arts, recreation, and
accommodation sectors each employ
about 10% of the City’s residents.

industrial land which represents 10.7%
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Fewer persons work in construction as

is the contamination on the site. The

6% of the Trentonites. Trenton

compared to the national proportions,

City went to Chicago in 2015 to meet

has a concentration of automotive

and agriculture is barely represented

with the EPA along with the MDEQ to

repair and maintenance shops. With

at all. The switch to an “ed and

address these challenges. Recently the

29 automotive businesses, they

med” based economy coincides

City has begun a monthly roundtable

employ about 7% of the population.

with an increased desire found in

with federal, state and local officials

Furthermore, Trenton also has 65

the community’s collective priorities

in hopes of bringing more productive

financial and insurance businesses

to convert contaminated industrial

uses to the site. More progress has

which include securities, commodities,

sites into “environmentally-sensitive

been made on the former Riverside

insurance carriers, funds, trust,

industry.” There was no desire

Hospital site, where there is currently

credit intermediation, etc. However,

expressed to repeat their economic

an approved site plan for the former

amongst all of these companies, only

past and seek out traditional industry,

hospital to become a wellness center

2.2% of Trentonites are employed.

but rather recruit modern, cleaner

to be built in four phases. The DTE

For all three of these industries the

business models.

Energy site is slated to close in

proportion of “number of business” is

2020. The prime waterfront site has

larger than the proportion of Trenton

potential for recreational, residential,

employed by this industry which

Being an older community with

commercial, or industrial. Recently the

indicates that they draw in labor from

waterfront access, it is not unusual

City entertained graduate students

surrounding communities. Retail also

to find many former industrial sites

from Eastern Michigan University who

falls into this category but is discussed

vacant, many with river access or rail.

presented their ideas for the site.

further in the following section.

Trenton has its share of these sites.

In terms of economic resilience,

SYSTEMS

The City has I-1, I-2, and I-3 industrial
zoning districts. Historically the most
intense industry has been located on
the City’s waterfront or on rail access
near the waterfront. However as
economies changed and waterfronts
have become less “intense” and more
residential and recreational, Trenton
has followed suit. Trenton’s Master
Plan, adopted in 2002, calls for just
one heavy industrial property on the
City’s waterfront north of the Grosse
Ile Parkway.

SENSITIVITY

Trenton has a relatively diverse
business portfolio, however employees
are concentrated in just a few areas.
There are 657 businesses in Trenton
that employ 7,493 residents, less than
half of the total population. For every
one resident in Trenton, there is .41

City borders the Trenton Channel
of the Detroit River, it does not

be enhanced by climate change. In

human services (21.1%), educational
services (10.2%), other services (12%),
and retail trade (9.3%) make up for

addition, the City does not have any
freeways. The major thoroughfares
within the City are on level ground,

Investigating industry by number of

more productive. A major challenge

experience flooding. Even though the

industrial sensitivity is not likely to

number of employees, health and

pose a particular challenge.

owners in hopes of making the site

other areas of our region that do not

most recent heavy rains. Therefore

to identify the largest industry by

over 50% of jobs.

property, the City met with current

by climate change are similar to

experience flooding, even during its

employees. Using the NAICS codes

Each of these industrial properties
Concerning the former McLouth Steel

The portions of industry to be affected

businesses shows a slightly different
story. Construction seems to be a

eliminating issues of road closures
due to flooding that is becoming
common in other parts of the Detroit
region. The City’s industrial property

vital industry, accounting for 10.2%
of all business and employing almost

is more challenged by the existing
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contamination, which would not be

downtown area. Poor foot traffic

affected by climate change any more

is associated with increases in the

than other properties.

carbon footprint within the City

Retail
INDICATORS
The City’s taxable value of all
commercial improved property is
$52,998,287, while the taxable value of
vacant commercial land is $3,658,143.
This represents approximately 14%
of the value of improved commercial
property.
Roughly 7% of the City’s land use is
noted as commercial while nearby
municipalities such as Woodhaven
has almost 13% while Southgate has
nearly 20%. This leads to retail leakage
out of the City. Some of this leakage
may be beyond Trenton’s control due
to the fact that no major Interstate
runs through the City while Interstate
75 goes through both Southgate and
Woodhaven. The City has had some
recent success in attracting retail and

as people continue to rely on cars
for transit (carbon footprint is the
total amount of greenhouse gases
produced to directly and indirectly
support human activities, usually
expressed in equivalent tons of carbon
dioxide (CO2)). Since one of the ways
to reduce your footprint is to walk or
ride your bike whenever possible, the
City should focus efforts on designing
a walkable community by having wide
sidewalks, bike share and bike racks,
and also encourage carpooling.
Data clearly shows that younger
adults want a walkable community.
Trenton has the opportunity to
provide more walkable neighborhoods
to a growing segment of its
population. The City predominately
has a grid pattern, including sidewalks,
with an historic downtown that has
seen abandonment, demolitions, and
closings. One of the best ways

limiting some retail leakage out of
the City by the recent addition of a
Tractor Supply store on Fort Street
and Van Horn Road.

for the City to create a sustainable
community is to have a downtown
that has the proper mix of shops and

A major challenges to a strong retail

restaurants in close proximity to one

economy in the City is the lack of foot

another. This would not only attract

traffic throughout Trenton’s shopping

this movement of younger residents

areas on West Road, Trafford Square

looking for a more urban lifestyle, but

Shopping Center (on Van Horn and

also create a more environmentally

Fort Street), and most notably the

sensitive community.

Table: Where Trentonites
Work and Live
People Who Work In Trenton
4632
%
Live in…
557
12
Trenton
218
5
Southgate
215
5
Detroit
185
4
Wyandotte
162
4
Taylor
137
3
Lincoln Park
133
3
Woodhaven
110
2
Riverview
82
2
Flat Rock
76
2
Dearborn
2757
60
All other
People Who Live in Trenton
8320
Work in…
981
Detroit
887
Dearborn
557
Trenton
384
Wyandotte
337
Romulus
337
Taylor
270
Southfield
255
Livonia
232
Southgage
Woodhaven
All other

12
11
7
5
4
4
3
3
3

221

3

3859

46

Another challenge is the mismatch
between Trenton’s workforce and its
labor pool. Just 557 people both live
and work in Trenton, representing
about 13% of Trenton’s workforce
(people who work in Trenton) and just
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6% of Trenton’s labor pool (Trenton
residents who have jobs). This means
that the vast majority of Trentonites
are strongly invested in at least one
other community, given that many
spend as much time at work as they
do at home. The opportunity to shop
and conduct business elsewhere is
compelling. Connecting Trenton’s
jobs and workers requires a twopronged approach. An inventory of
home-based businesses, incubators,
and temporary “pop-up” retail
opportunities can be economic
gardening efforts that grow
entrepreneurial activity from within
the community. Conversely, a real
estate liaison focused on the local
business community can provide
knowledge and resources to help
merchants and entrepreneurs decide
that Trenton is a good investment
for their families as well as their

economic characteristics to create 67
unique categories that define different
segments of the population. The
segments presented below summarize
resident’s concerns that Trenton has
an aging population; 3 of the 5 most

businesses.

common segments are senior citizens.

SYSTEMS

is demand for diverse and local goods

Downtown has seen small spurts

and services.

of development and promising new

The top 5 segments make up for 86%

restaurants. To many, the most critical

of the population.

corner is the southwest corner of West

It also becomes apparent that there

Rustbelt Traditions (16.4%)
They are considered the backbone of
industrial cities. These households
are family-oriented and value time
at home. They live in modest single
family homes on the fringe of
metropolitan areas. They are also
primarily white-collared workers
who favor buying American-made
products.

Small Town Simplicity (15.4%)
These residents are defined as

recently has cleared the site and issued

Comfortable Empty Nesters
(31%)

an RFP. Though the City is open to

Babyboomers that are aged 55+

any idea, the right development could

and are therefore price-conscious

with a net worth above the national

be the catalyst to make downtown

shoppers. Given that, they are still

average. They generally live in single

Trenton the destination it once was.

more likely to be homeowners residing

family detached homes with two cars,

in small towns. They enjoy rural

ESRI Business Analyst combines data

without children in the home, and

activities like hunting and fishing.

on what consumers buy, how they

prefer to eat at home rather than go

They don’t have the latest gadgets but

spend their free time, and socio-

out. Home maintenance is a priority.

are still connected.

Road and West Jefferson. The City

community-oriented. Twenty-five
percent are below the poverty level
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Midlife Constants (14.6%)

will look in 10 years is a place with

conducive to higher-quality products

“diversified businesses and a local

from local businesses. The differences

economy.”

between supply and demand give

couples. They are considered

Based on retail potential (demand)

insight on where and how business

traditional as they prefer the radio

and retail sales (supply), it becomes

and newspaper as media sources,

clear which types of retail have room

and comfort over cutting-edge

to expand and which may need to

purchases. Forty-two percent of them

shrink to match reduced demand.

are receiving social security. They also

Retail groups that draw in the

prefer American-made products.

highest amount of consumer dollars

This group is comprised of senior
citizens that are primarily in married

Golden Years (8.5%)
The people in this group are nearing
the end of their careers or recently
retired. They pursue leisure activities
such as travel, sports, concerts, and
dining out. They are generally still
active and independent, as well as
educated and financially secure.
Based on ESRI Business Analysts
Retail Market Place profile, Trenton’s
residents spend more annually in
other markets instead of in Trenton.
That is to say, the Trenton retail
market is not capturing as much sales
tax and revenue from its current retail
stock as it could because residents
feel forced to shop elsewhere to fulfill
their retail needs. This finding is felt
by Tretonites in real time. During
the community engagement phase,
participants lament a lack of diverse
retail options downtown. In fact,
they gave the statement “Trenton
has economic opportunities” a D
grade, the lowest grade possible. Their
number one response for how Trenton

(and therefore likely have a reach
outside of Trenton) are motor vehicle
dealers, specialty food stores, office
supplies, stationary and gift stores.
On the other hand, retail groups
that are “leaking” money are grocery
stores, clothing stores, shoe stores,
sporting good, hobby and musical
instrument stores, and general and
used merchandise stores. Only
calculating the top seven leakages,

owners can invest. For example, over
one-half of residents bought either
a paperback or hardback book in
the last 12 months, however book,
periodical and music stores are
not capitalizing on this potential in
Trenton, to an estimated loss of over
$1 million annually.

SENSITIVITY
Commerce, broadly defined as the
interchange of goods and services, is
a basic function of human civilization
that will likely persist as long as
we do. Adaptation may redefine
the conditions and content of the
exchanges, but our social proclivities

Trenton is forfeiting an estimated $97

ensure their existence.

million. When accounting for all retail

Retail sensitivities are therefore more

leakages, the total amounts to over

incidental than direct. A given weather

$200 million. However, as seen above

event may temporarily depress sales;

there are segments of the population

a string of such events may affect the

that are likely looking for sporting

quarter’s earnings; several successive

goods (Small Town Simplicity), home

poor quarters may lead to site

wares (Comfortable Empty Nesters),

relocation. Transportation events such

and entertainment (Golden Years) in

as flooding and reconstruction after

Trenton.

damage can hinder the access upon

The Retail Market Potential profile

which a retail establishment depends.

reports that almost 50% of Trenton
residents think buying American is
important and almost 1 in 5 report
buying based on quality and not price.

Conversely, some establishments may
see an uptick in patronage of their airconditioned businesses during heat
events.

Trenton residents support an ideology
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Recreation and
tourism
INDICATORS
City exempt land acreage is 195 acres,
or 8,494,200 square feet. About 2/3 of
that land would be valued at about
$.50/square foot (flood plan land) or
$1,415,700 Taxable Value. The other 1/3
would be valued at $1.70/square foot
or $2,406,700 Taxable Value.

Elizabeth Park is not a great as it could

family residential zoning.

be. People visiting the County Park

Data from ESRI Business Analyst

come from throughout the County

shows that Trentonites spend

and beyond (there is no residency
requirement), and stop to pick up their
items nearer to home. The park is not
a place for long term stay so people

money on recreation. On a retail
index where 100 indicates a national
spending average, Trenton ranks
in the 90th percentile for 24 of the

tend to visit, fish, and or picnic but
leave within a few hours. There are no
bait shops nearby, and just one former
A&W restaurant converted into a
coffee shop (Elizabeth Perk). Zoning

With the City’s retail as challenged

is also not conducive for increased

as it is, the economic impact of

retail near the park as it borders single

44 categories and never dips below
the 78th percentile for any category.
This suggests that support exists for
recreation-based businesses even
without drawing from surrounding
communities.
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SYSTEMS
Several opportunities for natural
resource related tourism exist in and
directly around the City of Trenton.
Elizabeth Park, which has been open
since 1919 and functions as a part of
the Wayne County Park System, offers
tremendous recreational value to the
City. This 162-acre park follows the
Trenton coastline, connected to the
City by several bridges and provides
over 1,300 feet of riverwalk for park
visitors to enjoy. Outdoor activities
include hiking, skating, cycling, and
others, and the attraction of the oldest
Wayne County Park is a major pull for
recreational tourism.
The Detroit River International
Wildlife Refuge (DRIWR) has both
local ties and land holdings within
the City of Trenton, neighboring
communities, and the Detroit River.
The DRIWR represents a successful
transformation away from industrial
land uses to natural resource
conservation, emphasizing the shift
from uses that harm the river to
uses that enhance and protect the
river. Opportunities to collaborate
for natural resource tourism exist,
as synergistic programs could
be developed to offer tourists a
fascinating look into this natural area.
The DRIWR has local, regional,
statewide, international, and
academic influence. Representing the

only international wildlife refuge in

Michigan University both conduct

North America, its importance as a

ground-breaking research, monitoring

downriver resource is tremendous.

dangerous invasive species, water

The extent of the refuge runs along

quality, local habitats, and ecosystem

48 miles of the Detroit River and

relationships, to name a few.

Western Lake Erie shorelines, and

Hosting special events at the Refuge

includes several islands, marshes,

Gateway catered to bird-watching

and coastal wetlands. The Refuge

activities or educational programs

Gateway, a 44-acre piece of former

about the biology and ecosystems

industrial land within Trenton, was

within the area can bring tourists

purchased by Wayne County in 2002

to Trenton to enjoy its natural

to develop a Refuge Visitor Center. In

resource. Collaboration between the

2010, a greenway trail was completed

City, downtown businesses, and the

that links Humbug Marsh with the

DRIWR could launch a partnership

Lake Erie Metropark, cleanup and

that holds events or festivals

restoration of this industrial land

promoting this natural resource and

followed in 2012, and design work for

the Trenton experience. The only

the property has begun. This property

publicly-accessible refuge unit, located

is also adjacent to one of the most

in neighboring Grosse Ile at the

critical DRIWR sites, Humbug Marsh,

Gibraltar Bay Unit, could be enjoyed

which remains the last mile of natural

in conjunction with Trenton’s assets.

shoreline on the U.S. mainland of the

Joint programs between Grosse Ile

Detroit River and Michigan’s only

and Trenton could offer tourists the

Wetland of International Importance.

opportunity to explore Elizabeth Park,

The site work and restoration on

The Refuge Gateway, and across the

these lands provide an important

Detroit River to the Gibraltar Bay Unit.

boost to wetlands, especially given
that this area has historically lost 97%

SENSITIVITY

of its original coastal wetlands to

Climate change can affect the type of

accommodate industrial uses – many

foliage that can survive and prosper

of which are now obsolete.

in a hotter, wetter, more extreme

Bird-watching enthusiasts have

weather environment. The City should

recognized the DRIWR as a critical
asset for following, understanding,
and viewing a staggering amount of
bird species. The Michigan Natural
Features Inventory and Eastern

prepare by providing plants, shrubs,
trees that can adapt to a changing
climate and provide a pleasant
surroundings to enjoy the City’s parks
and green space.
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Where it will hit:
Vulnerability
Assessment
Sensitive lands can have a lasting
impact on the development of any
geography or municipality. They are
lands that have an environmental
duty, although these functional
responsibilities can cause damage.
Sensitive lands within the City of
Trenton are those that influence the
movement of water. A small, albeit
vital, portion of wetlands are found in

identified using soil data. If a block
within the City had ponded soils, it
received 1 point. If the block contained
the floodplain, either the 100-year
floodway, the 500-year floodway, or
the regulatory floodway, it was given
1 point. Despite the increased or
decreased likelihood for flooding in
the specific floodways, the possibility
that strong storms will occur more
frequently in the greater Detroit area
warrant the inclusion for each of the
three floodways. Finally, any blocks
containing wetlands were given 1
point.

Environmental
water vulnerability
assessment
If the price tag for a potential $2.7
billion dollar cleanup effort isn’t
enough to send someone running,
there are plenty of other concerns
that can affect the vulnerability of
the water systems. As mentioned
previously, approximately 74% of the
soils within Trenton have medium and
high rates of runoff, with the potential
to carry heavy amounts of pollutants
through natural drainage systems and

the City and they serve an important

Most of the sensitive lands were those

role by absorbing a significant volume

located within the floodplain and

of water in the event of an extreme

had hydric, ponding soils, receiving

rain or flood event. Similarly, the flood

2 points. However, the southwest

plain exists to collect large volumes

portion of the City contains several

of water and move them accordingly

larger blocks which received 2 to 3

Economic
vulnerability
assessment

during and after any major storm

points each. The southeast corner
of the City has some smaller blocks

Trenton would likely stay

event. Hydric soils, which are soils
that hold water and are found around

that still received the highest value

wetland and flood plain features, act

of all 3 points. The majority of the

as nature’s sponges to absorb excess

downtown area received no points at

water. The downside of these natural

all, indicating strength in this portion

features, however, is that they can

of the City, although the Elizabeth

weaken or damage structures located

Park area is moderately sensitive,

on and around them. During any

given the presence of wetlands

major storm event sensitive lands will

and the floodway. Most of the

be hit the hardest.

sensitive lands are therefore found in

Hydric soils with over an 89%
chance to be ponded or flooded were

southern Trenton and adjacent to the
floodways.

back into the river.

economically vulnerable if it sought
to re-create its past legacy of heavy
industry and resource extraction.
A reliance on one economic model
has been disastrous for Michigan
and need not be replicated even if it
can guarantee employment in the
short-run. The community members
have had the foresight to vocalize
steps that would diversify Trenton’s
local economy and protect them, at
least somewhat, from an economic
downturn.
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What we value
Economic Goal 1: To have a thriving,
walkable downtown with diverse
retail, entertainment, and dining
options
{{

Improve business recruitment to
attract out-of-the-box businesses

{{

Promote events in Trenton to a
wider audience

{{

Revitalize the downtown and
strengthen community assets

BUFFERS
The NYC Resiliency Plan shows that
sand, dunes, wetlands, bulkheads, and
elevated drainage systems helped to
absorb the storm’s powerful waves.
Areas along the shore that were
not buffered experienced greater
destruction than shore-side areas
with nourished beaches. In particular,
buildings that were elevated suffered
minor damages in comparison to
nearby locations that were built on

ground and is re-directed to storm
water drains. The problem stems
from the rain water’s journey through
paved streets because it carries
pollutants with it to the nearest body
of water. In the event of a heavy
storm, extreme precipitation can
overwhelm the water and sewage
system. Biomimicry specifically
through green infrastructure is
becoming a popular way to manage
storm water. Some examples of
successful practices are:

Economic Goal 2: Remediate

top of historic wetlands and marshes.

contaminated industrial sites and

Nourishing a beach consists of adding

{{

Green roofs

rebuild the site to accommodate

vast amounts of sand at regular

{{

Bioswales

environmentally sensitive industry

intervals to protect the waterfront and

{{

Retention ponds

Convert industrial properties

adjacent neighborhoods.

{{

Tree planting

to new uses that align with the

Lastly, landscaping worked as an

{{

Permeable pavement

sustainable future of Trenton,

efficient drainage system and areas

{{

Rain gardens

such as “ed & med” facilities,

with appropriate vegetation and

{{

Constructed wetland

mixed-use developments

design recovered more quickly. Local

Shifting the focus to green

Create incentives to attract new

landscaping can be an effective

infrastructure also shifts how cities

developers

recovery approach when faced with

view land use. Open spaces and

higher precipitation and flooding

parkland now become more valuable

risks.

land uses, and potentially more cost-

{{

{{

Economic Goal 3: Increase the tax
base to strengthen neighborhoods and
the local economy
{{

Attract new businesses and
younger residents/families
without displacing current
businesses and residents

What we can do
Economic Objective: To build a local
economy where business owners
property investments are properly
protected.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

effective than expanding or upgrading
grey infrastructure. This also means

Green infrastructure refers to using

that ecosystem management would

nature to manage storm water, as

become a necessary component of

opposed to relying on traditional

master plans as well as coordination

grey infrastructure such as pipes and

with other jurisdictions that share

sewers. Grey infrastructure obstructs

similar vulnerabilities. One example

nature’s filtration system. Instead

that encourages stakeholders to

of rainwater being absorbed by

participate is to provide preferential

vegetation and become groundwater,

tax treatment to those who use

rain water cannot penetrate the

storm water management features.
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New Orleans, a City that has been

following planning recommendations

be accounted for when planning

ravaged by hurricanes and flooding,

to spare the air and protect itself

for development in already heavily

now requires new development

from worsening weather patterns.

polluted area. Moreover, trees that

to implement storm water run-off

Stuttgart is using its topography to

meet the City’s criteria are protected

mitigation techniques, for example,

its advantage. For example, valleys

under a tree preservation order,

on-site water catchment.

and hillsides will no longer be

preserving about 90,000 trees.

The City of Stuttgart in Germany is

considered developable land. Valleys

Vegetation is also strategically

are considered “air delivery corridors”

placed near large developments

and help to push polluted air out, and

and such that green spaces connect

therefore must be preserved in their

and now cover more than 60% of

natural state. Again, Trenton may not

the City. As a result, through green

be situated in a valley, but air streams

infrastructure and careful limitation to

play a role in how contaminated air

developments, Stuttgart has improved

is distributed in a region and should

urban air circulation.

located in a basin and is therefore
subject to limited air flow and at
times is left sitting beneath a layer
of polluted, stagnant air. While
Trenton does not lie within a basin,
the air quality of the Detroit-Ann
Arbor region is also poor. Stuttgart,
along with another 179 towns, is

Case Study: Two Harbors, MN
The Great Lakes Coastal Resilience Planning Guide sought out
case studies in the Midwest where communities have implemented
strategies to reduce the effects of climate change. One example
takes place in Two Harbors, Minnesota, a town outside of Duluth
located on the shore of Lake Superior. In 1999, Two Harbors
experienced a 100-year storm that had a devastating effect on
private property and municipal infrastructure. In addition to the
physical damage, riverbank erosion and run-off entered the water
system.
Over the next 10 years, the community invested about $80,000 on
a rain garden, three retention ponds, and two stream stabilization
projects, using its sloped topography to its advantage. These green
infrastructure projects were tested in 2010 when Two Harbors
experienced 8-10 inches of rain within 48 hours. Natural flood
control structures helped to reduce the amount of damage that
occurred within the City.
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Community
Resiliency

Total Vulnerability
Once all three measures of sensitivity were produced, using people, lands, and structures as the
mechanisms for identifying vulnerable areas of the City, the results were combined to generate one overall
vulnerability map. Each of the point totals for sensitive people, lands, and structures were aggregated
to highlight the most vulnerable and least vulnerable parts of the City. Even at the lowest end of the
vulnerability spectrum, blocks received no less than 3 points, indicating no place within City limits is
completely free of concern. However, these blocks should be considerably less concerned than blocks that
received a score between 18 and 30 points, which are significantly more vulnerable. This dataset illustrates
the neighborhoods in the northwest portion of the City to be less vulnerable and more stable, and several
blocks along the Frank and Poet drain fall within the middle range of the vulnerability spectrum. Highly
vulnerable areas follow along the M-85 / Fort Street corridor, particularly in the southwest and northeast
sections of the City, as well as several blocks in the downtown area and along the Trenton coastline.
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Community Engagement Mapping
The community engagement mapping exercise demonstrated specific places that were considered a
major concern and why they caused concern. The most common causing concern were the DTE power
plant, downtown development, Trenton High School, the Riverside Hospital and the McLouth Steel
plant. The concern over Trenton’s older industrial sites contamination and vacancy is recurring and has
been voiced throughout the entire planning process. The looming uncertainty of how to convert those
sites to more appropriate uses contributes to the community’s concern. Trenton High School was listed
as a major concern due to asbestos and its poor image and undesirable characteristics. The downtown
was also mentioned due to its lack of business and the continued loss of business, as well as the loss of
single family housing surrounding the downtown.
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Other sites of concern were along
major infrastructure, for example
Beaumont Railroad, Van Horn Road,
M-85 corridor, and both the Frank and
Poet drains. When these concerns are
aggregated and overlaid on a map
displaying the vulnerability index,
some areas that concerned residents
matched what were determined to be
the most vulnerable areas of Trenton.
Residents are correct to be somewhat
concerned about the industrial sites
along the water. Because these sites
are contaminated, and close to the
river they are a particular threat to
carrying run-off into the Detroit River.
The residents also correctly identified
the downtown as an area of concern.

Recommendations

for a Resilient
Trenton

If the government’s role is to protect
and plan for all of its citizens, then
resiliency planning can be seen as a
public good. The goals of building
community resiliency are not only to
become robust and flexible community,
but also to be highly inclusive as the
most vulnerable segments of the
population are at the greatest risk.
This section discusses practices that
have been implemented elsewhere and
can serve a guide for how to advance
Trenton’s resiliency efforts.

Despite receiving the most votes as
a “major concern” from the public,
there are far more vulnerable areas of

PLACEMAKING

component in making cities desirable
for Millennials specifically, but for
people of all ages in general what to
live.
To attract and retain Millennials and
young growing families and in turn
to minimize population loss, it is
important for the City to maintain
its strong housing stock, continue to
redevelop existing parcels, and attract
commercial businesses that will fulfill
the needs of the current shifting
population characteristics. And it is
important that the City of Trenton
maintain the quality of its educational
facilities. However in order to attract
and retain Millennials and young
families the City also needs to create
public spaces that people of all ages
desire.

As census data clearly shows,

What defines a community is not

Millennials, the generation between

Marsh Creek, near the Frank and

necessarily what has made previous

Gen X (born between 1965-1980)and

Poet drain has one of the highest

generations of people want to live

Gen Z (born after the year 2000) what

vulnerability scores, but received

there. Some chose a community based

to live in a more urban environment

little attention from the public. Its

on concern for schools, safety, and

than previous generations. Cities

high score means that it scores high

services. Others considered proximity

of all sizes have seen a movement

in all three categories: sensitive

to work, transportation, or family.

back to their downtowns and nearby

populations, sensitive structures, and

These factors tended to influence

neighborhoods. Businesses noting this

sensitive lands. The southwest corner

decision for people who are older than

trend have followed as they too are

of the City has high proportions of

Millennials, generally people who

moving their offices and headquarters

minority groups, lower educational

were starting a family, buying a home,

from the more traditional office

attainment, and poverty, in addition

“putting down roots”. And since those

park and suburban environment of

to being located near a drain that

who historically have roots have voted

the last 60 years to downtowns to

typically floods in heavy rainfall.

more than renters, municipalities

be near this talent pool of younger

have tended to focus the services they

workers. Placemaking is an important

provide, the resources they allocate,

Trenton.
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Vulnerability Point Totals
3 - 8 Points
9 - 13 Points
14 - 17 Points
18 - 21 Points
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Number of Times Mentioned
1 - 2 Times
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5 - 6 Times
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and the communities they designed

entire City allowing for easy access for

the zoning map also notes a Central

for homeowners. Today there is clear

both pedestrians and vehicles, both

Business District (CBD). The Planning

evidence that municipalities large and

positives for creating a sense of place.

Commission has also recommended

small need to create a “there there”. To

Recently the City has further

major text amendments over the

focus on creating places that pay close
attention to all the attributes which
create a sense of place, where people
want to go to visit or live, not just to
drive through.

strengthened placemaking efforts as
they are dedicating efforts on reviving
their historic downtown and creating
a more people-oriented center.
There are established components

last few years to reduce parking
requirements and to give reductions
for bicycle racks, to allow second story
residential over retail, and to allow
more uses in the CBD and nearby
zoning districts. These have all been

The City begins with good

in place to assist with placemaking

foundations for placemaking as it

as the City already has a Downtown

approved by the Trenton City Council.

is laid out in a grid pattern and has

Development Authority and a

Additional placemaking activities

sidewalks throughout almost the

Downtown District. Additionally,

already in place include established
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events such as a Boo Bash, Jazz on

and placement of structures

and dimensions to accommodate a

the River, Trenton Riverfront Days,

are completed as a unified

planned commercial, civic, and mixed-

and a Farmers Market. However these

development.

use center. The City should also look

Future development in the

to provide additional on-street parallel

tend to be isolated events and there
is little to make people linger in the

{{

downtown should have more

downtown besides a few retail stores

of a pedestrian focus, limiting

and restaurants after these activities.

the number of auto related uses,

parking, lower speed limits, and add
additional streetscape to further
increase opportunities for a more

In an effort to confront the weakening

and allow for multiple residential

pedestrian-friendly business district.

downtown occupancy levels, the City

options as infill development.

Since this area is the natural

Building heights along West

entranceway into the downtown,

issued a RFP for the demolition of the
existing structures on the southwest
corner of West Road and West
Jefferson, the main intersection of the

{{

Jefferson should be increased.
{{

Site improvements (lighting,
landscaping, and signage) should

City’s downtown. The City is having

be complimentary for public and

the parcels cleared of all structures

private areas.

and will market it for development.

the City should create a gateway.
Currently nothing effectively
announces your arrival and nor
communicates the sense of pride
and the character that embodies
downtowns. Gateways are physical

Walkability applications include

symbols of City or district limits that

for creating a “there there” as it is

a variety of techniques, including

express a sense of new territory to

large, at a critical intersection, and has

appropriate dimensions for

those entering. Signs usually display

nearby restaurants.

walkways and sidewalks, the

the name of the area being entered

width of roadway cross-sections,

while sign materials and landscaping

availability of pedestrian crossings,

express the tone which best describes

and travel speeds on major

the theme set forth by the community.

This is perhaps the best opportunity

{{

The area should be the cornerstone
of the City’s pedestrian oriented
commercial area because it promotes

and local streets. In addition, a

the concentration and mixture of

walkability survey could be done

related uses. To further strengthen

in conjunction with a sidewalk

this compact and unique business

inspection program.

district for the City the following
design and development components
are suggested:
{{

New development should be
managed through a planned
unit development approach
which gives the developer
flexibility on the building and
parking program and the City
some control over design and
site integration with adjacent

{{

Depending on their location, they can
simply be set alongside the adjacent
thoroughfare or can be incorporated
into the thoroughfare via boulevards

Traffic Calming and Pedestrian

or traffic circles. One option to explore

Safety are factored into a

for the City of Trenton would be to

walkablity program. However,

look at major intersections downtown

this has to be a primary initiative

as preferred locations to incorporate

for this intersection. The City

gateways.

should look to implement
access management techniques
throughout its community which
should also include better parking
stripping.

The City of Trenton has all the
ingredients needed to develop the
downtown into a place that people
visit, shop, and live. Following the
guidelines of placemaking will ensure

residential neighborhoods. This

This node could become the definable

will ensure that the proposed

intersection of downtown for the City

uses, architecture, parking,

of Trenton, and would have the depth

that it will happen.
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ACTION PLAN

support, and promote them

Institute a Coastal Management
Zone along the City’s Detroit

TRENTON IS
KNOWLEDGEABLE AND
HEALTHY

Extend Wayne County’s “new
Americans” efforts into Trenton

{{

Responsible organization: City
Administration

Address impending racial change
head-on with business recruitment
efforts, diversity programming in
schools, multicultural events, and

Continue collaborations among

other activities aimed an emphasizing

the City of Trenton, Trenton Public

tolerance and cooperation

Schools, and Beaumont Hospital on
initiatives such as the Trenton Healthy
Coalition
Closely monitor and participate
in Beaumont’s Community Needs

TRENTON HAS
INFRASTRUCTURE AND
SERVICES
{{

Planning Commission

Assessment, seeking opportunities to
collaborate on shared goals
Work with programs aimed at
seniors and geospatially targeted
communications to ensure a reliable

Responsible organization:

Review landscaping requirements for
opportunities to reduce impermeable
surface and increase vegetative cover
throughout the community

two-way communication network

Identify the nonmotorized circulation

that reaches as many of Trenton’s

network throughout the City

seniors as possible

Review Code of Ordinances to permit

TRENTON IS ORGANIZED
{{

and encourage site-scaled energy

Responsible organization: City

TRENTON IS CONNECTED

Administration

{{

Acknowledge the racial poverty gap:
9.3% among all people, 20% among
American Indian / Alaskan Native /
Hispanic populations; 55% among
African Americans

Identify all service-oriented nonprofit
organizations in the community as
assets and consider ways to link,

River frontage which protects its
ecological sensitivity and contains the
degradation already present
Aggressively pursue all available
funding routes to address, mitigate,
and reverse industrial land and water
contamination
Proactively increase tree canopy
cover on publicly controlled lands
throughout the City
Monitor watersheds for total
suspended solids and other pollution
indicators
Enhance, support, promote, protect,
and invest in the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge and
related opportunities
Document the City’s green
infrastructure assets in order to
preserve them, strengthen them, and
connect gaps in the network

Responsible organization:

TRENTON HAS ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITIES

Engineering Department

{{

Investigate the level of support for a
community wireless mesh network

Responsible organization:
Economic Development
Committee

as demonstrated by the Detroit

Focus on strengthening the

Community Technology Project

connection between where people

TRENTON CAN MANAGE
ITS NATURAL ASSETS
{{

Responsible organization:
Emergency Management
Coordinator

work and where they live from both
directions
Improve and preserve walkability
throughout the downtown, with
special attention to connectivity with
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the waterfront and Elizabeth Park
Identify home-based businesses

{{

within the community that may be
ready to consider expanding to a
brick-and-mortar presence
Use market data to begin recruitment
conversations with retailers and

made products of substantial quality
Adjust zoning to permit a retail node
serving visitors to Elizabeth Park

A STRONG SUSTAINABLE
ECONOMY
The City of Trenton’s location has

aspect of a master plan that gives

The further reducing of parking

a broad overview of the spatial

requirements
{{

Allowing mixed use throughout
business districts

{{

services that may fit Trenton’s niche
particularly well, such as American-

requirements

{{

{{

community’s expectations, it builds

that have walkable stores within

on the historic development patterns

neighborhoods

of the community, factoring in the

Allowing for wind and solar farms

need to revitalize long-standing

where appropriate

residential neighborhoods and

Enacting a sign ordinance

Work with adjoining communities to
strengthen connectivity of walking
and biking

districts, and corridors. The purpose of
this document is to assist the City in
promoting the harmonious, efficient,
the public health, safety, and general

Work to attract businesses that are

its waterfront with jobs that provided

beneficial not just for the economy,

residents with a good quality of life

but also the City’s environment

assets, including its waterfront, to

focusing redevelopment on key nodes,

and economical use of land as well as

development. Trenton capitalized on

changing economy and use its natural

future. Based on sound planning

Allowing for commercial nodes

City Council

Today the City must capitalize on the

the community, both existing and
principles and overlaid with the

been instrumental in the City’s

due to the income those jobs provided.

distribution of land uses within

Find proper uses for the large vacant
and soon to be vacant sites including
DTE’s Trenton Channel

welfare of the community. Planning
objectives used to create the map
were based on the goals and strategies
and supplemented with the following:
A long-range opportunity to create
walkable neighborhoods where
the design and land development

Work to decrease the dependence on

regulations, through the application

the automobile for all transportation

of form, will revitalize and redevelop

needs.

traditional neighborhoods

Planning Commission

Continue to apply for grants to clean

{{

Rewrite zoning ordinance to reflect

up contaminated sites

position itself in the 21st century and
beyond.

more environmental friendly
regulations including
{{

{{

growth through a deliberate and
planned process

DDA

{{

Advancing sustainable design

Fund a TMA for the downtown

through the application of new

and providing incentives for

Purchase property where appropriate

urbanism and walkable urban best

pervious surfaces

Target development in critical areas

Shifting away from impervious

Moving heavy industrial zoning
away from waterfront

{{

Accommodation of expected

Increasing landscaping

management practices
{{

FUTURE LAND USE
CLASSIFICATION

Efficient use of existing
infrastructure, development, and
transportation patterns

A Future Land Use Map is a traditional
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Map: Future Land Use
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Planned Unit Development
School
Public
Quasi Public
Light Industrial
General Industrial

O

Park
Preservation Area
Redevelopment Area
Coastal Zone
Management Boundary
Activity Centers

{{

Classification of residential areas

within the City. All future

The largest areas of high density

by type and density, recognizing

development within these areas

residential include the southwest

their character, qualities, and

shall be consistent with the existing

corner of Trenton and downtown

opportunities for innovative

traditional neighborhood design.

along the waterfront. Permitted uses

development and adaptability to

Areas with prevalent single family use

in these areas include various types of

changing market conditions
{{

{{

include a large area west of Fort Street

Integration of the other recognized

to the western border of the City, a

planning and economic

smaller area just west of downtown,

development recommendations

and a small pocket west of Jefferson

Respecting the City’s historic

and south of Sibley Road.

development pattern

Including mobile homes, the City

In a use-based zoning code, the
Future Land Use Map represents the
framework for making individual
zoning decisions that fit into a
coordinated whole. Trenton is
interested in broadening that
framework to include consideration
of the built form and the mixing

has eight categories of residential

high density residential development
including but not limited to,
attached single family, townhouses,
condominiums and apartments.

BUSINESS
General Business

districts. A more unified application
of single family residential zoning

This category represents auto-

districts is needed in order to control

oriented business such as gas

the type and density of residential

stations, drive-through restaurants

development in a manner that is

and larger scale commercial uses

compatible with this plan.

such as full service multipurpose
stores including some office uses. In

High Density Residential
(Multiple Family Residential)

the past, these businesses required

Map addresses both. In most

This designation serves a number

high volumes of traffic. The intent

categories, more than one type of

of purposes as the City continues to

use is permitted, reflecting actual

redevelop. This designation preserves

conditions as well as compatibility and

the existing multiple family areas,

convenience.

and also expands existing multiple

of compatible uses. Accordingly,
this Future Land Classification

HOUSING
Moderate Density Residential
(Single Family Housing)
This land use category includes
all planned areas of single family
residential development. The intent
of this designation is to maintain
the residential neighborhoods

family areas to increase the residential
presence within the community.
This designation provides land use
transitions between single family
and more intense uses. Having high
density residential allows for more
opportunities to diversify housing
options for residents while offering
a more appropriate and adaptive
reuse of industrial facilities, whether

large parking areas and generated
of this district is to offer necessary
commercial businesses that meet
resident’s daily consumer needs
within the City, the needs of those
traveling through the City, and those
that live in abutting municipalities.
The City also has to make sure that
the design of the facilities meets
the needs of the businesses while
maintaining Trenton’s unique
character and image.
The primary location for this land
use classification is West Jefferson

occupied or abandoned.
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Avenue.

Neighborhood Business
This type of land use caters to

are the major areas for this land use

managed through a planned

classification.

unit development approach
which gives the developer

Town Center (Downtown)

flexibility on the building and
parking program and the City

convenience shopping, for example,

The Core Mixed Use category

when brand and cost are not as

represents the focal point of the

important as the ease of acquiring

City. It is designed to provide

the product. These districts are

retailing, lodging, personal

intended to be small and located

services, and office and business

near residential districts. The

services for the City as well as for

reorganization of commercial

the surrounding communities.

properties along West Road to

Residential use is encouraged above

create urban villages will create

the first floor to generate activity

walkable neighborhoods near

around the clock and increase

important intersections along one of

density; clustered residential uses

the City’s primary east west access.

such as townhouses, courtyard

In addition to the organization and

apartments, and live/work units

intensity of uses along West Road,

would also be desirable. Currently

allowing for a slight increase in

this area has many underutilized

building height to accommodate

parking lots which are a result

mixes uses is appropriate. The intent

of retrofitting suburban parking

is to create defined pedestrian-

standards to a downtown urban

oriented commercial nodes that

area. These properties should be

are compatible with surrounding

converted into redevelopment

residential uses. These uses

projects that provide employment

should be limited by size and type

opportunities, offer residential

and should include strict design

options for daytime workers who

guidelines in order to preserve

currently do not reside in the

neighborhood scale. Uses in these

City, and increase both property

districts should be limited to

valuation and tax receipts. To

neighborhood services such as

further strengthen this compact

small sit down restaurants, hair

and unique business district for

The intent of this designation is to

salons, dry cleaners, day cares and

the City the following design and

provide an exclusive area for low

convenience stores.

development components are

intensity industrial development.

suggested:

Guidelines ensure sites are

Presently West Road, Van Horn
Road, and West Jefferson Avenue

{{

New development should be

some control over design and
site integration with adjacent
residential neighborhoods. This
will ensure that the proposed
uses, architecture, parking,
and placement of structures
are completed as a unified
development.
{{

Site improvements should be
complimentary for public and
private areas.

This node has been the definable
downtown for the City of Trenton,
and would have the depth and
dimensions to accommodate a
planned commercial, civic, and
mixed-use center. Additional
modifications to further increase
opportunities for a more pedestrianfriendly business district should be
implemented when applicable.

INDUSTRIAL
Light Industrial

designed in a proper manner.
Guidelines should relate to proper
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screening, deep setbacks, open

this designation. If these properties

and light industrial uses. The

space, landscaping and quality

remain under the control of other

City also wants to control growth

architectural design and building

entities there is the potential

through revitalization activities

materials. Outdoor storage should

to coordinate with the City to

and new development that meets

be restricted, and in many cases

preserve some portions of these

the needs of the area, the City

prohibited. For the most part, this

areas. Presently these areas include

and its citizens. Another goal is to

designation is located north of

Riverside Park, the Frank and

eliminate and prevent the spread

West Road, and west of the West

Poet Drain, and the Detroit River

of blight and deterioration through

Jefferson.

International Wildlife Refuge.

the conservation, rehabilitation

Heavy Industrial

SCHOOLS/PUBLIC/QUASI
PUBLIC

This designation is limited to an
industrial corridor east of Fort Street
and west of the railroad tracks.
The FLUM does not designate any
type of industrial activity along the
waterfront. Operations that are
considered heavy industry include
those that involve manufacturing a
product and stamping and machine
operations. These types of operation
are necessary since they are
important to the City’s and region’s
economy and must be supported to
continue. As with light industrial,
performance standards should be
applied in addition to truck traffic,
loading, and outdoor storage
guidelines.

These uses are an important part

and redevelopment of the area in
accordance with the Master Plan.

ACTIVITY CENTERS

of the City’s history. They include

In an attempt to create

parks, government buildings,

neighborhoods that are more

schools, and places of worship.

assessable to all modes of

These areas must be maintained

transportation, the City has

in order to ensure residents are

identified five Activity Centers.

offered adequate community

They are located at West Road

facilities and services. Expansion

and Grange Road, West Road and

of these facilities must continue to

Veterans Parkway, West Avenue

be compatible with the character

and West Jefferson, and Van Horn

and scale of the neighborhood. If

Road and Fort Street. These centers

any of these sites are reused in the

are located in important areas of

future the City should commit to

the City as they can strengthen

continuing a public/institutional use

the vital building block of their

in order to maintain a high visibility

neighborhoods.

of these types of facilities.

REDEVELOPMENT AREA

PARKS/PRESERVATION
AREAS

The City wants to create an

These broad categories primarily

concern for land use principals

include areas that, due to the

appropriate for the redevelopment

presence of sensitive natural

area. These areas are located along

features, should be preserved in

the City’s waterfront and have been

their natural state. There is also

industrial historically. The goal is to

potential for adjacent land, not

promote economic development of

owned by the City, to be included in

environmentally sound commercial

environment with a high level of

These areas are defined by the
five-minute walking radii, which
is roughly one-quarter mile.
These areas should anchor the
neighborhood and include shared
spaces. These centers can also
become the focal point for their
neighborhoods, with walkable
storefront destinations that provide
services to nearby residents. Ideal
Activity Centers also have small
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parks and playgrounds along with

categories of industrial intensity in

educational, religious, and cultural

addition to one waterfront marina

activities in addition to stores and

and one planned unit classification.

appropriate new developments
{{

Creating a stream lined site
plan review process with an

housing.

Administrative Site Plan Review

Due to the excessive number of

procedure

The success of these centers will

zoning classifications, the City has

also depend on diverse housing

expressed interest in consolidation

types that include rowhouses and

and would like no more than five

apartments and allow for a more

residential, three commercial, and

diverse population. Having these

two industrial areas. In addition,

centers will not only strengthen

Trenton would like to focus more

the quarter mile of space around

interest on form over use, and

them, but also the City in general

adopt certain elements of a form

as research shows cities that are

based code, most importantly in

walkable have higher housing

the commercial districts in general

values, more occupied stores, and a

and the downtown in particular.

healthier population.

The City has also been focusing

districts (industrial, commercial,

more attention on developing an

and residential) allowing of more

environmentally sensitive ordinance.

flexibility of uses in each

ZONING PLAN
The Michigan Planning Enabling Act
of 2008 requires that a master plan
also includes a zoning plan. The
zoning plan is meant to highlight
necessary changes to the zoning

Steps to implement these changes

should be taken:
{{

Revise the zoning ordinance to
accommodate walkable mixed
uses in the designated area

{{

{{

Reduce all the principal zoning

Add the basic infrastructure to
walking and biking

the next years. These include:
{{

creating a more visually pleasing
community
{{

Reduce parking, allowing

use map and the current zoning map

waive up to 20% of the parking

and suggests ordinance updates that

requirements
{{

The City of Trenton is currently
{{

use-based zoning ordinance that
delineates eight categories of
{{

{{

Revised standards for landscaping,

relationship between the future land

residential intensity, five categories

Plan, the following action steps

create village nodes accessible to

the Planning Commission to

served by a traditional single

recommendations in this Master

action items will be worked on over

new master plan. In particular,

align the two more closely.

into compliance with the

have already begun and additional

ordinance so that it matches the
the zoning plan discusses the

To bring the zoning ordinance

Focusing on Dark Sky Friendly

Institute ordinances to permit and
regulate stormwater installations

{{

Pursue form based code in a
gradual process focusing first on
the downtown

SUMMARY OF ZONING
PLAN’S PROPOSED
CHANGES

lighting

The plan reduces the R-1 One Family,

Developing building design

R-2 One Family, R-3 One Family, and

standards that allow more

R-4 One Family classifications on

flexibility of use

the zoning map to one single family

Requiring bike racks at all

residential district on the FLUM.

of commercial intensity, and three
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Data Sources: State of Michigan Geographic Data Library, City of Trenton, Wayne County GIS

R-1: One-Family Residential
R-2: One-Family Residential
R-3: One-Family Residential
R-4: One-Family Residential
RT: Two-Family Residential
RM1: Multiple-Family Residential
RM-2: Multiple-Family Residential

CBD: Central Business District
B-1: Local Business
B-2: Planned Community Business
B-3: General Business
I-1: Industrial - 1
I-2: Industrial - 2
I-3: Industrial - 3

Mixed Use Redevelopment
OS-1: Office Building
PD: Planned Development
MH: Mobile Home Park
WM: Waterfront Marina
P-1: Vehicular Parking
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The City’s four commercial and
one office district on the zoning
map have been replaced with two
business and one town center
districts on the FLUM. The three
industrial districts have been
reduced to two industrial districts
and the goal of the City is to reduce
it to two.
Both the FLUM and zoning map
contain one mobile home district
and one PUD district. When the City
begins the process on updating its
zoning map, it will show reduced
commercial districts.
The major differences between the
FLUM and zoning map are along the
City’s waterfront. Heavy industrial
districts have been removed on the
FLUM and been replaced with new
classifications, Preservation Areas
and Redevelopment Areas. The
FLUM districts along the waterfront
reflects the recently announced
closing of DTE Energy’s plant
along with earlier closings of heavy
industrial manufacturing facilities
located along the Trenton Channel.
By removing industrial from the
City’s waterfront on the FLUM, the
City can continue transforming
its waterfront and it’s economy
to reflect current and future
opportunities for development.
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